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Mil. GtADSTONI^. 

A STUDY FBQM LIFE. 

CHAPTER I. 

BOYHOOD. 

Ok GLidsfcoiie’b inauitold moods there was none 
more cV^irmiug lo fcho House of Coimnons than that 
in whicli lio sometimes c'hattod with it on a Tuesday 
or a Friday night. This happened in days whan 
such opportunities were still reserved for private 
memliers. Neither the Leader of the House nor the 
Leader of the Opposition had direct etne^i^ in whftt 
was going toji’ward. Ordinal y men*' in Mr. Olad* 
stone^s position would ha\j been glad to make the 
most of opportunity for comparative rest. For liim> 
l^rliamentary debate, of whatever character, was, up " 
to tlm Inst, iiTesIstiblo. Being present, he listened 
with flattering,p even dangerous^, interest to whom<^ 
soever might be speaking, however personally on- 
importanL. Tlio hon. member, chilled by in&ttentioiS 
in other j^^rts of tljie House, might, in Mr. Gladstone* 
absence, have earlier concluded his remar]^. Findir.^ 
him an attentive, apparently an entrai^o^i listenei 
he. went on to the^fuUeat limits of his 
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That was one consequence of con.scientious habit 
on the part of tho great Parliainentarian. Another, 

• * • * i. 

not *Aifroqufcirfo, was that he himself was drawn iiitc* 
the dehatOj forthwith lifting it to tli6 height of liis 
own stature, luring into the fmy otlier rarlianifodjuy 
giants \Yho had entered the House ifinocent of iiiieu- 
tion t(? take ])art' in the ( irrent proec'eilings. Com- 
plS,iut was made by stern, iiiibeiuling Itiisiaess men 
that debate was thus unnecessarily proloivgeil. Cum- 
ponsation was forthcoming when, as sonu'tjines haj)- 
pened on ^ these occasions, 3fi‘. Crla.dstoiKj indulgeMl in 
a vein of reujiuiscenee, cluitliug about old times siud 
faded faces. With elbow leaning on tlie brass-bound 
box, he spoke, in low coimM\sational tone, of Canning, 
CyConnell, Lord Aberdeen, Sir James Grabain, Cob- 
den, and others whom he had known and worked with 
in years long past. Tlie scene ever recalhjd Priam 
sitting at the gate iti. ce^npany with tho seniors 

of the Trojan race, who ' ’ t 

Leaned on the walls and hasked liefore tlie sun, 

Chiefs who no more in hloody li<;hts ciiya^e, 

But wise through time ftjid narrative with age, 

In summer dayi* like*grasslioi>pers rejoice. 

This charming lapse into retrospect 1 as sometimes 
occurred to Mr. Gladstone outside the^House of Com- 
inons/ supplying his 'future biograjiher with pecjps 
jito his past, of otherwise unattainable jireeision and 
. ;aphic force. Born “in Liveiynxd on the> iiytli of 
December, 1809, he ,, revisited the city eigl^ity-threc 
^ars later to the very;p^nth. It was on tne 8rd of 
member, 1892, a memorable stage in a ^rnarvellctus 
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career. Once more, after being flung into an, appar- 
ently bottomless pit, Mr. Gladstone,, undismayed^ 
lightly carrying the weight of fouwcofe ^earsfhad, 
practically single-handed, his worst enemies^ those of 
his own household, stubbornly fought his way back 
to power. Coiisbrvative Liverpool, having ’clone its 
best to defeat the abhorred statesnlan at the -polls, 
welcomed the honoureil son, affectionately eiSdowiSg 
him with cilflzenship. 

Jt was the good foitune of the wi-itor to bo present 
on this occasion, as, iiidttod, has, with ^very few' 
exceptions, chanced to be within hoariiig of all the 
important speeches made by Mr. Gladstone in Parlia- 
inoiit and beyond its doors during tho last twenty 
years. A man of singularly strong affection, Mr. 
Gladstone has through his longlife clung to his native 
town. am hardjy a Liverpool mau,^’ he once said, 

but 1 was a Liverpoof boy.” Standing the plat- 
form in St. (George s Hall,* facing &n enthusiastic 
crowd, memories 'of long 8^0 teemed in the brain of 
the youngest citizen. ^^IMany long years,” lie said, 
in full, ricli voice that made music in the furthest 
recesses of tile many-pillared hall, “ have separated 
mo from familiarity with the comfn unity of Ijiverpool, 
and liiverpool herself has, within these yeqys, multi- 
plied and transformed, W'heii my rccollectiofis of her 
were most familiar, she was a* town of on(3 hundred 
thoiisand*^ persons, and the silver cfoud of smoise 
which floated above her resembled that which might 
, apP«frt(Wfp#IW lr|!^»yool‘ the 
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country. I refer to the period between 1810 and 
1820, and it is especially to the latter part of that 
peribfi thafj n^ igemory extends. I used as a small . 
boy to look southward along Ahore from my fathers 
windows •at Keaforth to the town. In those days 
the spacjo betvreen Liverpool and Seaforth was very 
differently occupied. Tour miles of the most beautiful 
saads that I ever knew offered to the aspii’ations of 
the youthful rider the most delightful method of 
finding access to Liverpool, and he had the other 
inducement to pursue that road, that there was no 
other decent avenue to the town. Bootle I remember 
a wilderness of Sandhills. 1 have seen wild roses 
growing upon th^ very ground which is now the centre 
of the borough. All that land is now partly covered 
with residences and partly with places of business and 
industry. In my time but one single house stood 
upon the space jietween Himror-e brook and the town 
of Liverpool. J rather tb ink it associated with 
the name of Statham, if m^ memory serves me right, 
the name of the town clerk of Liverpool.^' 

Here is a marvellous memory. He sees again the 
solitary house standing between the now long-defiled 
Rimrose brook and the silver cloud of smoke which 
lay overt the potentialities of Liverpool, and even re- 
memberp ^he name of tlie resident. 

Mr. Gladstone's earliest recorded recollection was 
of*a visit - paid ^in company with lift mother^ to Mrs. 
Hannah More. I ’believe,^^ he says, 1 was foui^ 

' years old at the time, and I remeniber that she prer 
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sented me with one of her little books — not uninter- 
esting* for children — ;ind that she told me she gave Jt 
me because*! had just come into the *,woi/ld«and js'he 
was just going •out.^^ flannah Moref was born in 
1745^ the year wlien prince Charlie won Edinburgh 
and triumphed at Prestonpans. Hound* her 'cradle 
there must have been whispered £alk of Cullodcn^ an 
epoch with which that hand-shake with Hannah 'jyLore* 
linked tlie grcfjitost figure of the 'closing years '“of the 
nineteenth century. 

Mr. Gladstone has personal recollections of a later 
war which had its Culloden for a far greajifcr soldier 
than Cliarles Edward Stuart. lie visited Edinburgh 
when ho was five years old, and distinctly remembers 
hearing tlie glass in the windows of the Hoyal Hotel, 
at which his father stayed, rattle to the roar of the 
gnus of ilie Castle as they announced one of tho steps 
in the })rogross of Napoleon to Elba. JTe ^cioes not • 
identify tlie particular Vccasionr It was* in all prob- 
ability tlie surrender of Park's to the allies, which 
took plac?e on the 31st of March, 1814. 

A still earlier reminiscence Mr., Gladstone once 
confided^ to mtf. * He told me that, sprawling about 
on the nursery fioor at an age that could not have 
exceeded eighteen months, he ol^tamed, and^dft the 
time ho was speaking retained over a lapse of eighty 
years, a vivid recollection of the pattern of his nurse's 
dress. . . ^ r . 

Of another member of the domestic household in 
Rodney Street, Liverpool, MT. Gladstone has a charih- 

ii 
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iag story. She was a Welsh girl, fresh from her 
mountain home, and confident that all the universe 
meved roi^nd .^Snowdon. It was just after Waterloo, 
and all the talfk was of sieges and battles, routs and 
victories, l^'lie patriotic Welsh girl made so clear to 
the little Liverpool boy .the prominent part Wales hnd 
pk^yed in the* Peninsular War, that he never forgot 
it. She told me,” Mr. Gladstone says in a voice 
still isnconsciously awestruck, ‘^thad Sir Wat kin 
William*' \VVynn sent millions of men to figlit Bouey.” 

I am not slow to claim the name of Scotchman,” 
Mr. Gladstone told a delighted audience at Dmniee 
during one of the Midlothian Campaigns, *^^and, even if 
I were, there is the fact staring me in the face that 
not a drop of blood runs in my \ein& except what is 
derived from Scottish ancestry.” Nevertheless, con- 
tiguity to Wales, early in life and late, has endeared 
the Principle lity to him. boyhood,” he told an 

audience gathered at Wirrrl^” was passed at the 
mouth of the Mersey r’n sight of Wales. In those 
days I was a fervent admirer of Moel Vamuiau 
and other Welslj mountains. But as to getting into 
Wales, as to getting from Liverpoci "to Birkenhead, 
that was a formidable affair. You would have to hunt 
about! to hire son^ebody with a liltle boat, and he 
would have had to put off from the Liverpool side and 
contend with the strong tide of the Mersey as best he 
could. In point of fact, w(^ used to look aqross the 
Mersey in those *days from the Lancashire coast to 
the Cheshire coast very Inuch a man looks now — 
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Qr Tiather perhaps with mhre sense of distarico than> 
man looks now — fromtho Cliffs of Dover, or from the 
pier at Follfb-stone, across to the CoSigt of France'^ 
Here is another ^glimpse of prehistofic Wales in- 
teresting to the sojourner at B-hyl, Llandudno, and 
the long line of bajthing-maehino towns 1}hat to-day 
cluster on the north coast. J remember, says JJ(lr. 
Gladstone, paying ray first visit to North Wales, •Jjr a- ^ 
veiling along Jiho North Wale^i coast as kir as 
Bangor and Carnarvon, when thero was no such 
thing as a watering-place, up such thing as a house 
to he hired . for the j)urposo of those visits that are 
now paid by thousands of people to such multitudes 
of points all along the coast. It was supposed that if 
ever any body of gentlemen could ho found sufficiently 
energetic to make a railway to Holyhead, that railway 
could not possibly pierce the country, and must bo 
made along the coast, andv if carried along the coast, 
could not possibly bo de to p.‘vy. So firm was that 
conviction that — I .very wel^ recollect the day — a 
large and important def)utation of railway leaders 
went to London and waited upon Sir Robert Peel, 
who wasjjihen Prime Minister, in order to demonstrate 
to him that it was totally impossible for them to 
construct a paying ^ine, and therefore to impress hpon 
h|s mind the necessity of his agreeing to give Aem a 
considerable grant out of the consedidated fund- * Sir 
Robert Peel was a v&y circumspect statesman, and 
pot least so in those matters in whicB the public purse 
pras concerned. He ehcoura|;ed them to take a mom 
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sanguine view. Whether he persuaded them into a 
more sanguine tone of mind I do not know, lliis I 
know, the rail^way was made, and we no<./ understand 
that this hurSble railway, this imp^.ssibh? railway, as 
it was* then conceived, is at the present moment the 
most* pi‘odu«tive and remunerative? part of the whole, 
va^t system of the North Western Company.^^ 

Gladstone perfectly remembers the old coach- 
ing system, the decay of which before^ the irresistible 
advance of the steam engine he speaks of not without 
regret. “ The system was,^^ he says, raised to the 
highest degree of perfection, far exceeding that or 
anything of the kind to be met witli on the Conti- 
nent.^^ At Eton, between the years 1820 and 1880, 
he went to and from school and home by coach. 
The coaches were changed at Birmingham. Our 
coach,^^ he says, used to arrive at Birmingham about 
three or fopr oVdock in the morning, when we were 
turned out into the open str€r3t till it miglit please a 
new coach with a iiew^equipment tb appear. There 
was no building in the town, great or small, public or 
private, at that period, upon which it was possible for 
a rational being to fix his eye with Siafeisfactiftri.^^ 

Of later date arc his recollections of Edinburgh. 

I Knew Edinburgh in the days olr'Lord Moncreiff, of 
Dr. Gordon, of Dr. Thomson, of Bishop Sandford, and 
of many very remarkable men. I had the honour of 
having spon*b many weel^s in* Edinburgh and its neigh- 
bourhood with a inan whose name will always remain 
iHustrious as perhaps th^ most ^distinguished son and 
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greatest ornament of the Presbyterian system — I 
mean Dr. Chalmers. I have heard Dr. Chalmers 
preach and lecture, and I think I have heard him 
converse. Being* a man entirely of Scotch blood, I 
am very much attached to Scotland and like even 
the Scotch accent. ^But not the Scotch accent of Dr. 
Chalmers. Undoubtedly in yreacliing and delivery 
it Avjis a considerable impediment. Notwithslad^ing* 
that, it was all fiverborne by the power of the man in 
preaching, overborne by his power which melted into 
harmony with all the adjuncts and incidents of the 
man as whole; so much so tliat, although I lyould’ have 
said that the accent of Dr. Chahnc'rs was distasteful, 
yet in Dr. Chalmers himself 1 would not have altered 
it in the sinallest d(*gree.^^ 

“It is iiardly an exaggeration to say, Mr. Glad- 
stone observed, speaking at Dundee in 1890, ^^that at 
the time when I was a yofith of ten oi* lif^eei^ years of ' 
age, there was jiardly anyth ii?g that was beautiful 
produced in this country. I remember at a period of 
my life, when I was about eighteen, I was taken over 
to see a silk factory in Macclesiiekl. At that time 
Mr. HuSkisson* whoso name ought always to be re- 
membered with rcjspect* among all sound economists, 
and tho Government of Lord Liverjiool had* been 
making the first efforts, not to break down — thdffc was 
reserved for their hagpier folio wei^ — but to lessen, to 
modify, or perhaps I should cay to mitigate, a little if % 
possible the protective system. iTown to the period 
of Mr. Huskisson silk handkerchiefs from France wAe 



22 Mil. OL^STONE. 

prohibited. They were largely smuggled, and no 
gentleman went over to Paris without, if he could 
manage^ it, bringing back in his pockets, his purse; 
his portmantSau, his hat, or his grcat-coat, handker- 
chiefs and gloves. But Mr. Huskisson carried a law 
in < which, iil' lieu of this prohibition of these French 
artpicles, a duty of Ihirty per cent, was imposed on 
the 1 ^ 1 , and it is in my recollection that there was a 
keener detestation of Mr. Huskissou, and a more 
violent passion roused against him in consequence of 
that mild, initial measure than ever was associated in 
the other camp, in the Protectionist camp, within the 
career of Oobdeu and Bright. I was taken to this 
manufactory, and they produced the English silk 
handkerchief they were in the habit of making, 
and which they thought it cruel to be competed with 
by the silk handkerchiefs of Prance, although even 
before tthcy were allowed«^to compete the French 
manufacturer had to pay the tilfe of tjiirty per cent, on 
the value. It was in that first visit to a manufactory 
in Macclesfield that — 1 will not say I became a Free 
Trader, for it was ten or fifteen years later when I 
.entered into the full faith of that pdiicy — but from 
what I saw then there dawAed upon my mind the 
first i4iy of light. What I thought when they showed 
me these handkerchiefs was, 'How detesfatble they 
really are, and what in the world can be the object of 
(Coaxing, nursing, cod^liijg djp manufacturers , to pro- 
duce goods such as those which you ought to be 
ashamed of exhibiting.’**" 
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Sir Bernard Burke, who has great success in tracing 
far-reaching lineages for men who achieve greatness* 
has been ablejbo find the blood of Henry III. pf Eng- 
land and Eobert Bruce, King of Scotland, in the veins 
of Mr. Gladstone. Still more interesting, possibly 
more authentic, is a memorandum I find in* a note 
addressed to mo by the late Mr. W. H. Gladstone* 
Writing from Hawarden Itectory, under date Novem- 
ber 13th, 1881, he says: ^'Through my mother^s 
mother, who was a Neville (Mary, daughter of the 
second Lord Braybrooke) my father becomes con- 
nected with Lord Chatham, Mr. Pitt, ^d l^r. Gren- 
ville, former Pri mo ^ Ministers, anB Mr. \^indham, 
former Chancellor xrf the Exchequer.” 

Mr. Gladstone's father was a merchant in Liverpool, 
whither he had gone from Leith, where Thomas Glad- 
stone, grandfather of William, had established him- 
self as a corn-merchant. The Gladstones have, as 
• ^ 

far as records gS, been remarkable for large families. 
Mr. Gladstone's great-grandfather (who, by the way, 
spelled his name Gledstanes"),had eleven children. 
His fourth son, Thomas, hi^d sixteen ; and it will be^t 
indicate the social and commercial position of Mr. 
Gladstone's grandfather to record the fact that h^" 
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was able to do something ” for his seven surviving 
sons as they successively started in business. 

^John Qladstone, the ffither of William* Ewart, did 
not hide his tllent in a napkin. At,.. an early age he 
settled in Liveipool as a sort of dork in the house of 
Corrio' .& Co#, a firm in .which he, presently became 
a partner. When, some sixteen years later, the firm 
tl Corrie, Gladstone & Bradshaw was dissolved, John 
Gladstone took into partnership his brother Robert, 
and began with fresh ardour to extend his commercial 
operations. The new firm were iimong the earliest 
traders ' Avith Russia, and they snatched at the East 
India trade when the monopoly of the old Ease India 
Company was broken down. But their principal 
business was with the West Indies, Avliore elohn Glad- 
stone held large sugar plantations — a circumstance 
which, as we shall see, had a good deal to do with 
moulding the^ early pdhtical #oareer of his illustrious 
son. f 

Mr. Gladstone was proudly fond of his father. 
When he sojourned in St. Jameses Square in the 
closing years of his residence in London he had hung 
up in the dining-room a portrait of his 'father, Urought 
from Hawarden, one of his few personal possessions 
in the hireA mansion. Speaking abdut him at Leith, 
where «€fohn Gladstone had served an apprenticeship 
in his father’s oflBce^ he said: ^^I will not dwell at 
Jtength upon the personal portraiture of my father. I 
may presume perhafis to say this, that while it is only 
for 'the world to look upon* him mainly in the light of 
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nil active and successful mercliant, who, like many 
luercliants of the country, distinguished himself by 
an enorgeti(!? philanthropy, so far as his chiifiren are 
concerned, when# they think of him th<^y can remem- 
ber nothing except his extraordinary claims up8n their 
profound gratitude land alfection/^ • 

Tn a later year the illustrious son drew this graphic 
picture X)f a strong individuality: ^^Iliseye wrCs not? 
<liTn, nor his cultural force abaiod. lie was .full of 
bodily and mental vigour. Whatsoever his hand 
found to do, ho did it with l^is might. Ho could not 
understand or tolerate tho<e who, perceiving an ob- 
ject to ‘be good, did not at once actively pursue it. 
With all this energy he joined a corn‘spondirig 
warmth and, so to^ speak, eagerness of affection, a 
keen appreciation of humour, in which ho found a 
i-est, and an indescribable frankness and simplicity 
of character, which, crovimng iVis own qvalitks, made 
him, J think ^nnd ^ strive *to think impartially), 
nearly, or quite, the most intr^resting old man I have 
ever known/^ 

The Gladstones as a family always had a super- 
abundance of" energy, which carried their action 
beyond the limits of, their private concerns. We 
find some of the*earlier heads of the family i^spon- 
sible Kirk elders- John Gladstone, brought into 
contact at a critical epoch with.tho active life of a 
growing community like Jbhfit of Lit^erpool, soon*, 
began to take a prominent parif in public affairs. 
When, in 1812, Oanping foftght a famous electioif in 



26 


MU. (iLADSTOJSK. 

■.« ^ . 

'■'V, 

Liverpool, he threw ■ himself heart and soul into the 
‘ advocacy of the cause of the great Minister, He 
addressed public meetings on his behalf/ and it was 
from the balcany of his house in Rqdney Street that 
Mr. Calming spoke to the enthusiastic crowd who, as 
the result of the election, hailecj him member for 
Liverpool. 

t T?ii«re was in the house at the time a little boy 
destine^ to fill a larger space in hisi^pry even than 
Canning. William Ewart Gladstone was in his third 
year at this time, and doubtless from some upper 
windoT}^ looked out with wondering eyes on the tui*- 
bulent crowd, and heard the Minister talking of 
Catholic Emancipation and other strange matters. 
In fact, we have his personal testimony on this in- 
teresting point. On the 29th December, 1879, on the 
occasion of his reaching his seventieth year, Mr. 
Gladstoi^ received at* Havjj^irden a deputation of 
Liverpool* gentlemen, jv&o brought hearty congratu- 
lations and a costly present. .In the course of 
'his acknowledgment he said: ^‘Tou have referred 
to my connection with Liverpool, and it has hap- 
pened to me singularly enough to have the iiijcidents 
of my personality, the association of my person- 
ality, if I may so speak, curiously divided between the 
Scotch ^extraction, which is purely and absolutely ^ 
Scotclf as te every c^rop of blood in my veins, and, on 
the oilier ha^d, a nativity in« Liverpool, which is the 
scene of ray earliest recollections. And very early 
those recollections are, fer I remember, gentlemen, 
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wliat Done of you could possibly recollect: I re- 
member the. lirst election of Mr. Canning in Liver- ^ 
pool.^^ \ ^ 

That was in li812^ a f^r cry to 187(h The review 
becomes the more imposing when we i-eflect what a 
foremost part Mr.*/31adstonQ had taken fin moulding 
the momentous events that have happened between 
the two dates. Washington^*^ he once said, “is toi 
my mind the,])nrest figure in history.^^ But of all 
the great men with whom Mr. Gladstone has at one 
time or another come into personal contact, he pro- 
bably retained the gi-eatest admiration and reVerence 
for Canning. “ I w'as bred under the shadow of 
rije great name of Canning,” he one night told the 
House of Commons. “ Every influence connected 
with that name governed the piolitics of my childhood 
nnd of my youth. With Canning I rejoiced in the 
removal of religious *di stabilities, and iu^the character 
wdii(?li he gave to our policy abroad. With Can- 
ning I rejoiced fu .the openipg he made towards the 
establishment of free commercial interchanges '.be* 
tween nations. With Canning, and under the shadow 
of thaN great name, and undtjr the shadow of the yet 
more venerable name of Burke, my youthful mind and 
imagination werJ impresfeed.^^ « 

John Gladstone entered Parliament some, years 
later. I do hot know whether Jie heard the hiaiden 
speech of the membei"* for, Newark, but he certainly 
sat in the same Parliament witlf his son, and lived 
long enough to seg the iti^gnifieent promise 
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youth partially realised. In 1845 Sir Eobei’t Peel, 
partly in recognition of personal merit, doubtless in 
complim^t to the brilliant young colleagao who was 
the bright particular star ol' his Ministry , made the 
elder Gladstone a baronet. Six years later, in the 
year of. the Great Exhibition, Sir Jrjhn died, mourned 
by troops of friends, full of years and honours and 
fiches! 

The title went to Thomas, his eldest son. Whilst 
he lived no one out of the limits of iho county 

of Kincardine knew or hoard of Sir I^homas Glad- 

« 

stone. ' Sometimes during the l^arliamentiiry Session 
{)eop]e j)assing tlirough the lobby of the House of 
Commons were startled at the sight of a tall s])are 
figure, with a face singularly like Air. Gliidstone^s, if 
one could imagine it with the fire gone out. A (piet, 
retiring country gentleman. Sir I'liomus Gladstone, 
on rare visits, to London, flilt^d about the precincts of 
the House of Coiiimoivs, silent ,^niinoticing, and un- 
noticed — a sort of wraitl^ of his brother. 

There was another brother, who lived in Liverjiool, 

and maintained the commercial relations of the Glad- 

* 

stone family. This was Robertson, a man wlio, though 
he took a fair share of the work of local government 
in the fJown, did not aspire to deal wAh affairs outside 
the liradts of the borough. There was an occasion, 
not likely to be forgotten by Mr. Gladstone's detrac- 
tors, when Robertson, mo^ed tvith honest indignation 
and fraternal love, Anployed a maladroit trope when 
dismissing the public posiMon of ^his brother. After 
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thiH ne was confirmed* in his natural inclination to 
retirement from participation in political affairs, and 
in 1875 thSro passed away from human ^ight ^fbr 
all time the cok'^ssal burly figure which, with hands 
hidden in stupendous waistcoat pockets, long strode 
the streets of Livefpool. • 

We have liardly got William Ewart Gladstone out 
of petticoats yet, but having gone thus far in detailed 
descri])tiou oiV his family belongings, it may bo*" con- 
venient finally to dispose of this branch of the subject, 
in 1 8dD lie married Miss Catherine Glynne, daughter 
of Sir Stephen Glyniio, of Hawardoii Castle,' Flint- 
shire, which became in time the most familiar postal 
address in the world. He had eight children. One, 
the vsecond daughter, died in 1850. His eldest 
daughi or is married to the head-master of Welling- 
ton College, a younger one to the Rev. Mr. Drew. 
A third, unmarried, is Rrincipal of Newnhain College, 
Cambridge. ^ 

Of his foiii- sons the eldesst, William Henry, sat iu 
one House of Commons as member for Whitby, in 
another representing East Worcestershire. A man 
of gentle and retiring disposition, he did not take 
kindly to the turmoil of politics, and when oppor- 
tunity presenteef itself, gratefully withdrew.* The 
second son is Rector of Hawarden. In 1875 the 
torrent of abuse to which Mr. , Gladstone w&s sub- 
jected, took, in a somejfwhqjjb obscure London weekly 
paper, the line of accusation tLat^he ex-Premier had 
presented his son,^ordaii*?d in 1870, to one of, the 
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richest and easiest livings of the Church. This 
was a statement that might well have been passed 
o^r in ^silenojD. It touched Mr. Gladstone to the 
quick. Ho ^rofce : ^^This^easy livvng entailed the 
charge of 8^000 pooi)le scattered over 17,000 acres, 
and fast increasing in number. ** 'riio living is 
in the gift of the Crown. I did not present him 
•to the living or recommend him to bo presented. Ho 
was nc\t ordained in i.870. My relatiovf--.’^ lie proudly 
and truthfully added, ^^havo no special cuuso to tliank 
me for any advice given by me to tlic' S\*vei'tngn in the 
matter* of Church patronage.’^ 

His tliird son, Henry, followed the early’ family 
traditions by entering upon commercial pursuits, 
speuding some years in India. lie married the 
daughter of Lord Kendel, and still stands a[)art 
from politics. The only born politician among the 
sons is the youngest.* Mr. Jderbert Gladstone made 
his first appearance in /he politfeal arena by guhantly 
contesting Middlesex in,lpril, 1880. Defeated there, 
he was rctuimed for Jjeeds two rnontlis later, and 
still represents a Leeds division in the House of 
Commons. For a while ho acted as Private Secretary 
to his father the Premier, tl^ough he received no 
salaryt He became in succession^ a Lord of the 
Treasary and Financial Secretary to the War Office, 
the Secretaryship *to the Home Office being tbo 
Jiighest post* to which Jiis ^Omnipotent father j>ro-» 
mpted him. Upcfti Mr. Gladstone's retirement in 
1894, colleagues who h«d long worked With Mr. 
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Herbert Glfidstone made haste to do him fuller jus- 
tice, promoting him to the position of First Commis- 
sioner of WCrks. , / 

A singnlarly miadest record this of thtf family of an 
illustrious statesman, four times Chief Minister of a 
nation ''vhoso wejttth is illimitable, whose -poAver 
reaches to tlie ends of the ear^h. We are, happily, so 
accustomed in England to find our statesmen free' 
from the chai-gie of nepotism, thfit we take Mr» Glad- 
stone's innocence as a matter of course. But few 
more suggestive cha]>ters ifi his history could bo 
written than that whicli shoAvs the son of a man, who 
has made many bisliops, rector of the family parish 
in Flintshire ; erne oi his daughters married to a 
school-master; a secemd herself a school-mistress, 
whil ; another of his sons long sat at an office 
desk. 

When not in Loiulot* engaged in Ministerial or 
political business, Mr.^ Gladstone has dwelt among his 
own peopk^ in his Fliutshi^ home. Of Hawarden 
Castle, its history and its belongings, I may quote 
furtlior from an interesting communication addressed 
to me ii> 1881 by the late Mr. W, H. Gladstone : — 

The estate of Hawai;den was purchased by Serjeant 
Glynno from the^ agents of Sequestration afl^r the 
execution of James Earl of Derby in 1651. It* came 

first into the Stanley family in ,1443, when it was 
granted by Henry VI. td Sijr 'gliomas Stanley, Comp-,^ 
troller of his Household. This ^rant was recalled 
in 1450, but in 1454^it was^restored to Sir Thomas, 
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afterwards Lord StiiiJoy. After his death 
to his Second wife, Margaret Countess of Bichmondlj^ 
0% whoee decease it returned to Tlioifias Earl ^af 
Derby, and rSinained in that family till 1051. 

On the Restoration, when the Commons rejected 
the Bill for restoring the estates of those lords which 
had been alienated in thp late usurpation, Cliarlos Earl 
^f Derby compounded with Serjeant (xlyune for the 
property of Ua warden and granted «iD to him and 
his heirs. 

The old Cnstie was po^^sessed by the Parliament in 
104^, 'heiiig Ijetrayod to Sir William Breroton, but 
was besieged soon after by the Royalists, a'nd sur- 
rendered to Sir Michael Earnley, December 5ih, 1643. 
The Royalists held it till 1015, when it was taken by 
Oeneral Mytton. It was soon after dismantled, and 
its further (h*struetion effected by its owner, Sir 
Willianii (ily<fiiie, in l005. • 

Inhere is no traditioB of the Sfarls of Derby making 
tbe Castle thoir re.sideng*e subsequent to ihe death of 
the Countess of Richmond; but it is certain that it 
was not rendereij untenable till dismantled by final 
order of the Parliament in 1047. • 

The Glynn© family were first heard of at Glyu 
Llyvoh, in Camarvpnshire, in 150/. • A knighthood 
was eonferred on Sir William, father of Serjeant, 
aftarwaords Chief Jcwtice, Glynne. Sir William, son of 
««the Qldef Justice (who^aliBD M&t in Parliament {or Car- 
narvonshire I66fe), wa« created a Baronet in 1661, 
^tiriug his father’s lifetime. 4kbout this date the 
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family connected with Oxfordshire^ amd did 

not reside at Hawarden till 1727, when Sir StepheD, 
second Baroiset, built a house there. A new gne w^, 
however, built sljprtly after, m 1752, Sir John 
Glyuue, who, by an alliance with the family of Raveiis- 
croft, ac<iuired the ^djoming .property of .Bioadlane. 
Tins lioubP, then called Broadlane House*, is the 
kernel of the present rosidence known as Hawartfen « 
Castle. Sir John Glyiine (sixth Ibronet) appliej Iftiii- 
self to iiniiroviilig and dovelojiing the property on a 
larere scale by inclo‘^ing, draining, and jdantmg ; and 
niidi'r him the eslate grew to it«t present as))ect and 
diinensic^is. (The jjark coutnius some 200 acres; 
the plantations cover about 500. The whole estate 
IS upnard*. of 7,000 ) In 1800 the house, built of 
brick, was minh enlarged and cased in stone in the 
castellated style, and under the name it now bears. 
Further improvements^ wi re made by tjie hjite yir 
Stephen Glynne in lilJl. * Tli t; new block, fiowever, 
containing Mr. (jladstone^s study was not addcvl till 
1864. 

* Mr. Gladstone's room has three windows and two 

I 

fireplaces and is completely lined with bookcases. 
There are® three wntiug-tables in it. The first Mr. 
Gladstone uses fot political, the second for literary 
work (Homeric and other), when engaged upon such. 
The third is occupied by Mrs. Gla^tone. The Iroom 
has busts and other lik^ne^es of Bidniey Hubert, 
Duke of Newcastle, Tennyson, Oanning, Cobden, 
Homer, and others. ^ In a corner may be set'n 
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specimen of an axe from ^oitingham^ the blade of 
^ which is singularly long ajid narrow, and contrasts 
‘^atrongly with the American pattern/ to which Mr. 
Gladstone much addicted. ^ 

Mr. Gladstone sold his collections of china and pic- 
tured in 1874, retaining, howeve/r, those of ivories and 
antique jewels, exhibited at Sou h Kensington and 
elsewhere. 

His library contains over 10,000 volumes, and is 
very rich in theology. Separate departments are 
assigned in it to Homer, Shakespeare, and Dante. 

Chief portraits in the house are those of Sir Konelm 
Digby, by Vandyck, an ancestor of Honora Conway, 
Sir John Glynne^s wife ; Lady Lucy Stanley, daughter 
of Thomas Karl of Northumberland, mpther to Sir K. 
Digby^s wife; Jane Warburton, afterwards Duchess 
of Argyll, great granddaughter to Chief Justice 
Glynlle; Sir William ,Glynne, first Baronet, ascribed 
to Sir Peter Lely; Onief Justice ^lynne as a young 
man and another in hcs judicial robes; Lady Sandys, 
grandmother to Sir William Glynne^s wife ; Lady 
Wheler, daughter of Sir Stephen Glynn ; Sir John 
Glynne with Honora Conway his wife, holding a draw- 
ing of the new house at Brordlane ; Sir Eobert 
Williams, of Penrhyn, who married a daughter of the 
Clfief Justice ; Catherine Grenville, afterwards Lady 
Braybrooke and mother of Lady Glynne ; Mrs. Glad- 
stone, by Saye; Ladyt Lyttelton, by Saye; the late 
Sir Stephen, by Eoden ; Mr. Gladstone’s own portrait, 
by W. B. Richmond Viscouutess Vane, nee Hawes; 



HIS KIlfSFOLK. 


ZH 

• 

CharleB Ilenrictta Maria his Queen^ and Charles 
II.^ copies from Vandyck; and several others, one 
attributed to Gainsboronph. There ^re busts 
Pitt, Sir John Glynne, Rev. Henry QPlynne, Mrs. 
Griadstouo, Mr. Gladstone by Marochetti, and other 
statuary. 

Tho Intp Su Stephen loft , i good I opographi{‘al 
library, niid himself i-oinpiled an account of nearly all 
tho old parish chinches in the kingdom. He*died^ 
much beloved nnd lamented, in 1874. 
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Mb. Gladstone had not reached his twelfth birth- 
day when he arrived ‘at Eton. The date of his entry 
the sohool-book,s is September, ]82i. Fifty-seven 
years later ho retiiroed to Eton and lectured to the 
newer boys. My attachment to Eton/^ he told them, 
iijoreases with the lajise of years. It is the Queen 
of Schdols.^^ Among his contemporaries was that 
Selwyn, afterword Ihshop of Lichfield and missionary 
in New Zealand, to whose splendid life his old school- 
fellow long time later found occasion to pay a glowing 
tribute. Mackworth Praed, Chauncey Hare Towns- 
hend, F. H. Doyle, and A. II. Hallam were also at 
Eton Witli Mr. Gladstoner. *4 

The lad learned all that was to* be learned in the 
Eton of those days.* School studies left him many 
spare hours, and his restless energy found more or 
less adequate “channels of escape in literature. He 
started a College journal, the Eton Miscellany, and 
chjefly wrote it himself. He was| equal to either prose 
or verse, embarking, inter alia, upon a tremendous 
poem laudatory of Eichard Coeur de Lion. There are 
some lines in tti| sohooj-boy flight which, without 
violence, mighty be "adapted to Mr. Gladstone's out- 
break, at the time of the Bulgarian Atrocities, from a 
briefly enforced staib of quifttude. Who foremost 
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now ? ” the jacketed small boy asks in this tremend- 
ous poem — ^ 

Who fftremost now tho deadly spear to dart, ^ / 

And strike the jav’lin the Moslem’s li^rt ; 

Who foremost now to climb the ’leaguer^ wall, 

The first to triumph or the first to fall? 

But the young poeV of this date liad no prophetic 
' vision of the future. His thoughts were full of 
iliehard stalking along the blood-dyed plain and 
bathing his hands in Ifoslem blood. • * 
The youth left Eton in December, 1827, and after 
studying for six months witli. Dr. Turner, afterward 
Bishop of Calcutta, went to Christ Churchy Oxford. 
How welt he worked is evidenced by the fact that, 
going up for examination in 1831, ho gained the highest 
honours of the University, graduating Double First. 

In the course of time he came to represent his 
Alma Mater in the House of Commons, in time to 
be dismissed peremptorily, if not with ignominy. It 
was characteristic ^of him that, going down to Man- 
chester just after his defeat at, Oxford, he made the 
earliest use of his unmuzzled opportunities to sing 
the praises of Oxford. I have,’’ he said, ‘Moved the 
University of Oxford with a deep and passionate 
love; and so I sha^ love it to the end. If my alfec- 
tion is of the smallest advantage to, that great, <9iat 
ancient, that noble institution, that advantage, such as 
it is, and it is most insignificant, Oiiwford will possess 
as long as, I live.^^ • • , 

Newman was a great force at CJxford when the 
future member for the JJuiversity was undergraduate. 
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At that time,” Mr. Gladstone says, before the era 
of the controversies with which he is connected. New- 
man, with his deep piety and his remartablo gifts of 
mind, was a\p:eat object of*' interestt He was looked 
upon rather with prejudice as what is termed a Low 
Churchman, but was very mucJi respected for his 
character and his known ability. He was then the 
* Vicar of St. Mary's at Oxford, and used to preach 
thel*e.4 Without ostentation or effort, by simple ex- 
cellence, he was constantly drawing*' undergraduates 
more and more around^ him. Newman's manner in 
the pulpit^ was one about which, if you considered it 
in its separate parts, you would arrive at very un- 
satisfactory conclusions. There was not very much 
change in the inflection of the voice ; action there was 
none. His sermons were read, and his eyes were 
always on his book. All that, it may be said, is against 
the efficacy •')! preaching. But taking the man as a 
whole, there was a stJtmp and seal upon him. There 
was a solemn music an(^ sweetness in the tone. There 
was a completeness in the figure, taken together with 
the tone and with the manner, which made even his 
delivery such as 1 have described it, and though 
exclusively with written sermons, singularly at- 
tractive,” 

Naturally Mr. Gladstone was attracted during his 
residence in the University by the opportunities of 
debate offered by the , Oxford Union, in which he 
rapidly rose to the proud position of president. The 
^ outer world at this time was moyod by the passion of 
Parliamentary I(efonp. Lord John Bussell had ju^t 
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brought forward in the House of Commons the first 
Ministerial Measui'e of Reform. The Oxford Union 
had^ of course* something to say on this monj^entous 
question^ and it is «nterestmg to find in ^he minutes 
of the Club an amendment, moved by William Ewart 
Gladstone, to the effVct that The Ministry has un- 
WL'-ely introduced and most unscrupulously forwarded 
a Jiieiisure which threatens not only to change our form 
of government, but ultimately to ])reak up the. very 
foundation of social order, as well as materially to 
forward the views of those who are pursuing this pro- 
ject throughout the civilised world.^^ 

Mr. Gladstone was in Italy when the summons came 
in obedience to which he placed his foot on the fir^t 
rung of the ladder of fame. It was the year 1832. 
The Reform Bill had just been passed, and the United 
Kingdom was in the throes of expectation as to what 
might iollow on the summoning of the fir^ Reformed 
Parliament, It was the Duke of .Newcastle, registered 
owner of the borough of Ne^v^ark, who was instru- 
mental in bringing Mr. Gladstone into the House of 
Commons. In a conversation which took place upon 
the hustings on the day of nomination, there is some- 
thing eminently clj||aracteiistic of Mr. Gladstone as he 
was known to a later generation. ^ * • 

A matter-of-fact elector, who probably did uotrent 
his house or shop from the Duke, asked the /oung 
candidate Whether heVa8.not the Duke of New- 
castle’s nominee 7 This was an* exceedingly em- 
barrassing question. . If the^candidate said 
he would b^oonvicted, within eyery ijian’s knowledge. 



40 


MR. OL^VSTONE. 


f 

.of a falsoliood. If lie said “ Yes/^ wliai a farce was 
this Domination and bustle at the poll I I?ut Mr. 
(]n?idstoi!?e, thojfigb *an exceedingly young bird at this 
d ue, was noV to be eangiit by cliafi. lie asked tbe 
honourable elector to do him the favour of defining the 
term nominee. The unwary elector fell into the trap, 
and. Mr. (llndstono wn \,.of course, able to declart' that 
in such a sense he was not the Dnko’s nominee*. Asa 
matter^ of fact he certainly was, and tlio pref)ond('raiu*e 
of the Duke’s influence was indicated by his being 
returned at the head of • the ])ol1. 

Mr. Glaf?stOiie^s address to the ehx'tors of Newark 
has peculiar value as iud’''ating precisely the political 
platform from which the great social, religious, and 
political Liberator sprung. It is ah ^ interesting as 
showing how this marvellously subtle mind is able to 
make the worse app* . r the better reason, and how 
ingeniotfsJy argues to ^conYinco the electors of 
Newark and himself.*' The docuirveirt, dated 9th 
October, 1831, runs thui?: — 

Having now completed my canvass, I think it my 
duty as well to remind you of the principles on which 
I have solicited your votes, as freely to assin-e my 
friends that its result has p.. ed m}^ success beyond a 
doubt. I have not requested you r favour on the ground 
of a(J|ierence to the opinions of any man or party, 
further than such adherence can be fairly understood, 
^irom tbe conviction I hav% not hesitated to avow, that 
we must watch and resist that uninquiring and undis 
isrimihating desire for change among us, which threq,tens 
to produce, along ^ith partial good, a melancholy pre 
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ponderance of rnisoliiof— wliicli I am persuaded would 
agg’ravate beyond (‘OTn])iifation tlie doop-seatod evils o£ 
our socia.l stifte, and tlio heavy biirdoni^of our indus- 
trial classes — whif-h by disturbing our ptftce, destroys 
confideneej and si rikos at the root of prosperity. Thus 
it has dor^o already'* and thus we must therefore be- 
lieve it will do. For the mitigation of those evils we 
mustj I think, look not c»nly to particular measures, 
but to the rc^storation of sounder gvneral principles. 1 
inea,n tvspeciall}' I liaf. prinei})lo on which alone the in- 
corporation of Ib'ligjoii witli.ihe State, in our Consti- 
tution, can be defended ; thal Ihe duties of*go\'ernurs 
are strictly aud ]iocn]iariy religions, and iljat legisla- 
tures, like individuals, are Ixunul tr) (‘arry Ihrouglioni 
their acts the spirit of the higli truths they have ack- 
nowledged. Principles are now arrayed against our 
institutions, and not by truckling nor by tonipvjrizing 
— not by oppression or-cornipl ion — but }fy jn^nciplcs 
they must be mey. AiiKMig iluir lirst result vshould be. 
a sedulous and syiecial alteiil ioai to tlie intenv-ts of the 
poor, founded upon the rule thal those who are the 
least aide to take care of thoniselv^'s- sliould be most, 
regarded by others. Particularly it is a duty to en- 
deavour by every jneans that labour tna}^ recc he^ad^^r 
quate remuneration; which, unha]o^nly among several 
classes of our foi low-countrymen, is not now th encase. 
Whatever measures, therefore, whether by correction 
of the poor laws, allotm entr^ rf cottage* ground, or ' 
otherwise, tend to promote this ol'ject, I deem en- 
titled to the warmest* support, with all such as are* 
calculated to* receive sound morftl coiffluct in any class 
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of society. I proceed to the momentous question of 
slavery, whicli I have found entertained among you in 
that can^d and tomporate spirit which akne benefits 
its nature, or promises to reifiove its difficulties. If 1 
have not recognised the right of an irresponsible 
society. to interpose between me prnd the electors, it 
has not been from any disrespect to its members, nor 
from unwillingness to answer theirs (sic) or in any 
othef questions on which the electors may desire to 
know my views. To the esteemed s^retary of the 
society I submitted my reasons for silence; and I 
made a point of stating these views to him, in his 
character of a voter. As regards the abstract lawful- 
ness of slavery, I acknowledge it simply as importing 
the right of oue man to the labour of another; and I 
rest it upon the fact that Scripture, the paramount 
authority ypon such a point, gives directions to the 
persons ^tamJ^ing in the relation, of master to slave for 
their conduct in the ^relation ;* whereas, were the 
matter al^solutely and necessarily sinful, it would not 
regulate the manner. Assuming sin as the cause of 
degradation, it strives, and slriv^es most effectually, to 
care the latter by extirpating the former. We are 
agreed that both the physical and the moral* bondage 
of the^ slave are to be abolished. Tie question is as 
to the order, and the order only; now Scripture 
attacks the moral qvil before the temporal one, and 
the temporal through <^he «moral one, and I am 
content with the order which Scripture has estab- 
lished. To this end I desire to see immediately set on 
foot, by impartial ^nd sovereign authority,-*®* universal 
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and efficient system of Christian instruction, not in- 
tended to resist designs of individual piety and wisdom, 
for the religiSus improvement of the negroe^ but to 
do thoroughly wh&t they can only do pssrtially. As 
regards immediate emancipation, whether with or 
without compensation, there are several minor reasons 
against it ; but that which weighs with mo is, that it 
would, I much fear, exchange evils now affecting thh*^' 
negro for others which are weightier — ^for a nolflPpse 
into deeper debasement, if not for bloodshed and in- 
ternal war. Let fitness bQ made a condition for 
emancipation ; and let us strive to bring him to that 
fitness by the shortest possible course. Let him enjoy 
the means of earning liis freedom through honest, in- 
dustrious habits ; thus the same instruments which 
attain his liberty shall likewise render him competent 
to use it ; and thus I earnestly trust without risk of 
blood, without violation of property, with unimpaired 
benefit to the nejgro, and with thQ utmost speed which 
prudence will admit we sha]! arrive at that exceed- 
ingly desirable consummation, the utter extinction of 
Slavery. And now, gentlemen, as, regards the en- 
thusiasm ^with which you have rallied round your 
ancient flag, and welcomed the humble representative 
of those principles whose embleyi it is, I truiA that 
neither the laspe of time nor the seductions of •pros- 
perity can efface it from my memory. To ifiy op- 
ponents^ my acknowledgments* are due for the good-,^ 
humour and kindness with which they have received 
mej and while I would tha^k my friends for their 
cealous an^ unwearied exerkons 4fin my favour, 1 
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briefly, but empliatically, assure tljeni that if promises 
be an adequate foundation of confidence, or experience a 
reasonabte ground of calculation, our victory is sure.” 

Mr. Gladsi5bne*s maiden speech iK the House of 
Commons was made in dtdenco of the domestic in- 
stitution of slavery. It was a **i)urning question 
at the tinn^ he entered^ Parliament, «oiid liis views 
^ere naiurally tinged by the circumstance ihat his 
fatlu^r wAvned many slaves in Demerara. To ilonoiince 
the institution of slavery was to impugn the hii inanity 
of his father. In fact, .a personal rL'l'crcinie had 
been made ^ to ]Mr. John Gladstone in the course 
of tbe debate on the abolition of slavery.' We 
next find him appearing as the advocate of that 
estimable body of politicians, the Frinuneii of Liver- 
pool, who wore threat (mod with extinction consoqiuuit 
upon a too open exercise of their alleged right to do 
what they lik»d with their own— ^-that is to say, to get 
as much as possible for^heir votes. We furlhej* find 
this uncomproTnising youi^ Tory resisting an attempt 
to deal with the ten ipcmali tics of the Church of Ireland 
and opposing* Mr, Hume in liis ctYort to open the 
lliii vers i ties to Nonconformists, 

Sir Jfobert JVel had taken note of ihe young mem- 
ber fot^ Newark, and^wlion, in the last days of 18.*>4, 
he uiiffcrtook to form a Ministry in succession to that 
of Lord Melbourne, he offered Mr. Gladstone the post 
pf Junior Lord of the Trea^urj^. This was a tolerable 
success for a young man in the twenty -fifth year of 
his age, and at the close his sepond Parliamentary 
Session. But it th® prelude to even iftvore rapid 
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advancement. i*arliament had scarcely met for the 
Session of when he was installed in the oflice of 

Uiidcr-Secfetary for the^ Colonies. ^ » 

Hei'c is a chiiirming leaf of autobio^^^raphy contri- 
buted by Mr. Gladstone in the course of a letter pre- 
facing a Lite of tlife Earl of Aberdeen : Ou an even- 
ing in the month of January, 18d5, 1 was sent for by 
Sir Ko]>crc Peel, and received from him the offer^ 
which 1 accepted, of the Under- Secretary ship dt* the 
Colonies. lh*oiu him I went on to Lord Aberdeen, 
who Avas thus to bo, in oHiidal home- talk, my master. 
I muy confess that 1 went in fear and trprnbling. I 
knew ‘Lord Aberdeen only by public rumour. Dis- 
tinction of itself, naturally and properly, rather alarms 
the young. I had heard of his high character ; but 1 
had also hearA'of him as a man of cold manners, close 
and oven haughty reserve. It was dusk when I en- 
tered his room — the one on the first tlooi'^witli the 
bow- window looking to t}ie» Park — so that I saw 
his figure rather than hi% countenance. I do not 
recollect the matter of the conversation; but T well 
remember that, before I hail been three minutes with 
him, all my apprehensions had melted away like snow 
in the sun. I pamo away from that interview, con- 
scious indeed — ^as who could fa^ to be coiiscibus ? — 
of his dignity, but of a dignity so tempered by a. pecu- 
liar purity and gentleness, and so associated with 
impressions of his kindness^ a^id even friendship, that J 
believe I felt more about the wondbr of his being at that 
time so misunderstood by t^e outer world, than about 
the* new \luties and responsibilities^of my new office.” 
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The young Minister lost no time in bringing in his 
first Bill, a measure designed to improve the condi- 
tion of ^assen^ers in merch,ant vessels. The Ministry 
was, howe\%r, too short-lived for tfiis humble effort to 
be added to the accomplishments of the statute-book. 
Mr. Gladstone's young hopes received a temporary 
blow from contact with the que?&tion of the Irish 
Church, which exercised so important an influence 
on later stages of his career. It was on a resolution 
containing the nucleus of the Irish Church Bill of 
18G9 .that the first Ministry of which he formed a 
member was defeated, and forced to resign. 

For the next five or six years Mr. Gladstone re- 
mained in opposition with his great chief. But though 
out of office he was not idle. He s,poko frequently i ii de- 
bates, and the growth of his position in the country is 
testified to by the fact, that in 1 837, being in his twenty- 
eighth ^oarj* he was invited td^stand as the Tory can- 
didate for Manchester. He declined* the proposal, but 
was nevertheless run, ai^d polled a considerable number 
of votes. It was at this period of his career that Lord 
Macaulay described him in a famous sentence as a 
young man of unblemished character, and of distin- 
guished Parliamentary talents, the rising hope of 
those stem and unbending Tories who follow reluc- 
tantly and mutinously a leader whose experience 
and eloquence are* indispensable to them, but whose 
cautious temper and infiderate opinions they abhor. 
This was, as everyone knows, written apropos of Mr. 
•Gladstone’s essay on The Statue in its Relations with 
the* Church afworlf the theory of whi^ Macaulay 
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has described as based upon the proposition tbat tbe 
propagation of religious truth is one of tho chief ends 
of government. ^ c 

This pious political tract gave great joy to Oxford^ 
to which fountain of blessings spiritual^ social, and 
intellectual," it was dedicated. Oxford did not forget 
the compliment when, eight, years later, a change ^in 
the political opinions of the member for Newark ne- 
cessitated liis looking out for another seat, in other 
directions than that of literature and the Church, the 
rising hope of the stem, unbending Tories jjustified 
the description of the Edinburgh reviewer. We find 
him at this period lending the weight of his eloquence 
and the force of his genius to stopping the progress 
of Reform in whatever direction it was urged. He 
opposed a Ministerial scheme for dealing with the 
Church rates in deference to the views of Dissemters. 
He passionately dofAmded negro apprenticeship, the 
last vestige of -slavery permitted in tlio West Indies. 
He opposed a scheme of na6ioJial education in which, 
as Lord Morpeth put it, ^^it was declared to be the 
duty of the State to provide education for Dissenters 
so long as it fingered their gold," and he fought hard 
in the long battle against the Bill designed to remove 
the civil disabilities of Jews. He was always thomugh, 
and being, in these days of partially developed intelli- 
gence, a Tory, he battled under the Tory flag with the’ 
same impetuous vigour as in fuller manhood ho brought 
to the effort in pulling it down. 
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CIIAXCKLLOU OF TIIK FXCIIEQUEU. 

In 1841 Sir liobi'rt Pool was hivJl in powor^ bringinp* 
with him the young ijiaii of unbleniisheil character 
whom Lord Macaulay, perhaps not altogether without 
spife,» spoke of as a rival, but in whom the la7*ge- 
minded statesman saw nothing but a^promising pupil 
and friend. To Sir Ro|^ort Peel Mr. Gladstone had 
transferred some of that ciilhnsiastic honi.'ige he had 
in boyhood paid to Canning. ‘^It is/^ he said, speak- 
ing at Mallch(^^tcr threci yt‘urs after tlie dealli of his 
old chief, ^^easy to enumerate many elinraeteristics of 
the greatness of Sir Robert I'eel. It is easy to speak 
of his ability, of his sagacity, of his indefatigable 
industry. But there was something yet more admir- 
able than the immense intellectual endowments with 
which it had pleased t*he Almighty to gift him, and 
that was liis sense of public virtue ; it was his purity 
of conscience, it was his determination to follow tiie 
public good, it was that disposition in him which, 
when he had to choose between personal ease and 
enjoyment, or ag5j.in, on tho othW hand, between 
political power and distinction and what he knew to 
be tile welfare of the nation, his choice was made at 
once. WlietL his choica was made no man^ver saw 
him hesitate, no fiian ever saw him hold back from 
Jbhat which was necessary to giv^ it effect.^^ 
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Retnrninpf to tlio siiLjoct, speaking at Snndorland 
in 18»)2, .Mr. (rlatlstune said: ‘‘No ianso of time can 
ever offuco fi-om tljo rocc^lection of lifs couStrviDoii 
tlio sorvire he pcafoi-inod, and the cliaraot(‘r by wliirli 
those sc'Tviros nv'to illustrated mid adorned. No j‘t*- 
collcc'tioM of piiblie TilV (‘an vwv be dearm- lo i e lhau 
to luive been assoeiat{‘d n'ilh him, and to liav(.‘ had 
share in elTi'ct to Iris eonvjctions diirin;^ 1ju3 

course of now more tlian twenty \ears. dk) him 1 owe 
it that my iniud was first directed to those economical 
and eonunereial (jiicstious, the’disjaisal and solutMU of 
which w’ill (ill so large and honoiirablo a ])ago in tlio 
history of tlio present age. And of him I will venture 
i'O say that, great as wm-o his intellectual qualities, 
compvehmisive and fm;-sighted as Avore his views, dis- 
thjgnislu‘(l as w’ere the (irmness and the courage) with 
which he sustaiinHl them, not oven those intellectual 
qualities \vore more ren^'kablc^ in the eyes of Uliose to 
whom he 'was intynately knowm Thau 'svliat 1 Avill call 
the s])l(*ndoiir and tlu' purity ]a;.blio virtues/^ 

To the iknliameiit summoned in Mr. (iladstono 
was again retiii'ncd as member for Newark, tliis time 
as the colleague of L(M*d Jolia !Manuers. In the 
Ministry lie held (wo oHhu's, that ol’ ]\Iaster of ^he 
Mint and Adce- President of the Hoard of Trade. 

In the memorials of Charlotto Williams M ynn,*we 
find a remark on this circumstance* which thro'ws a 
strong sid^j-Jjght on the piiblfc ’reciignitiuii of Mr. 
Gladstone’s character at this epoch. Writing to 
Baron Varnhagen von •Ense, ufider date London, 
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18tli XovomLor, 1841,” Miss 'Williams Wynn reports : 
^‘They say Mr. Gladstone lias Lecn given two offices in 
order, if possible, to keep him quiet, ai^d by giving 
him too mrch to do, to prevent him from troubling 
his head about the Church. But I know it will be in 
vain, for, to a speculative mind hko his, tlieoldgy is a 
far more inviting and extensive field than any offered 
by the Board of Trade.” 

This is a shrewd estimation of character, the full 
accomplishment of which the channlng letter-writer 
would have witnessed had she lived five years longer, 
and seen Mr. Gladstone, just freed fj'om the Imperial 
cares of office, gleefully buckle on his ariiiaur to do 
battle with the Pope for the van(|ui.diing of the Vati- 
can. In the meantime he fouud ])lenty to do in his 
dual office. 

The Session of 1812’ was the one which saw Sir 
Robert Pee,^ bring in his new sliding scale of Corn 
Butics — a slide which^swiftly led to the total abolition 
of the impost. Closely connected with the compre- 
hensive Free Trade policy into which the Premier was 
drifting was the Revision of the Tariff, a herculean 
task, peculiarly adapted to the genius of Mr. Glad- 
stone. This Avas his opiiortunity for hringiug into 
play that etatesman-like view of a ^^ide field, combined 
Asntl' that Consummate mastery of details, which sub- 
sequently marked his budgets. Ilis speeches bad 
already established for Jiim the position of a debater, 
and even of au crator. llis Tariffs Bill anS his con* 
duct in Committee stamped him as a statesman. 
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In tlie following year *(1813) ho became head of 
his department, and as President of the Board of 
Trade carried ^n important Bill, controlling the then 
young domestic iwstitution of railways. '•^Biiice the 
y ar 1843 Mr. Gladstone has done so much for the 
p *ople that his comp£A*aitively minor achievements are 
lost sight of. It is nevertlielesg interosu'ng to recall 
the fact that ho was the author of the I’arliamentary 
train which travels the full length of all lines twh;o*a 
day at a fare of mie penny a mile — ])cr]iaps a more 
useful work than his essay on “ The State in its IJela- 
tions with the Church, or even his pamphlet on 
Vaticanism.^' 

In 1845 the Government, having determined to 
bring in a Bill dealinjg with Muynootli College in 
a way that did not satisfy Mr. GJndst one's sound 
Church principles, ho resigned, checking for a monicut 
his brilliant advance. Jlufe he was not a i!ian,wliom 
Sir Robert Peel could long spare from his side. Ear]y 
next year he returned to the Mi^iistry as Secretary of 
State for the Colonics, and, what was even more im- 
portant, pledged to go the full length of Sir Robert 
Peel's Free Trade policy, which now reached the point 
of the abolition of the Corn Laws. This progress, 
carrying him far beyond the halting stops of l\e 
Duke of Newcastle, necessitated resignation of Bis 
seat for Newark. Thereafter, for the whole of this 
important Session, and during the greater part of 
the next, he remained without a seat.* When he re- 
turned as member for Oxford tjxe Com Law Repeal 

• D 2 ‘ 
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Act was passed; Sir Hubert Peel, liaving done bis 
work, was relegated to tlio Ojipositioii benclies, and 
tho W^iigs h.ad a lease of power. 

In ISo^y Sir Hubert Peel died, and it seemed to 
some of those who had lived and worked with this 
supreme man that any subsequent attempts to form 
a good Government for England would be hopeless. 
Tho turbulent individuabfy of some of his lieutenants 
might, fora time, be merged in bis stronger will and 
more transcend(*nt power, lint he gone, who w'as to 
lead men like Mr. Gladstone, Sir James Graham, and 
Sidney Herbert ? They would belong to neither party, 
and standing aloof, tlieir ability acknowledged, and 
their motives above suspicion, they probably exer- 
cised more influence on tlio House of Commons than 
either group on tlie two front benches. In tho win- 
ter oE this year Mr. Gladstone, going to Naples for 
a holiday, ‘ saw something of tho condition of prison 
life under that enlightened monaj;cli, Eordinatid II. 
Throwing himself with his accustomed energy into 
this cause, In?, through the medium of letters addressed 
to Lord Abei'dc'en, then Premier, succeeded in arous- 
ing not only in England, but throughout Europe, a 
storm of indignation against what the then editor of 
the faithful Unicers called plus digue et le 
mejlleur des Hois.” The immediate result of this 
chivalrous advocacy was not comiiionsurato with the 
storm it aroused. Bfit it bore fruit whep Garibaldi 
and a free people inarched into Naples, and King 
Bomba, his priests, liic womeuj and his Court, ran out. 
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If Mr. Gladstone had died before 1853 lie would 
have been accounted a briJliaiit politician cut off 
before the ripeness of year# had brought him ?ulncss 
of opportunity, l/o had done grcijit things^ but their 
character was rather critical than constructive. He 
had sjiokcn brill ia.ntly^ but had not achieved anything 
likely to secure him pernianonlf fame. In 1853 the. 
square peg was happily thrust int^ the scpiare holf, 
and Mr. Gladstone became Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. Ilis remarkable ability for dealing with 
figures, for evolving a comprelfensive scheme out •of a 
multiplicity of details, had been shown in tlfe Tariffs 
Bill already allnded to. In J85‘J he had disclosed 
in stronger light his mastery over the science of 
National Finance. • 

At this epoch Lord Derby was Premier and Jfr. 
Disraeli Chancellor of the Exchequer. ^ The latter 
had introduced his Jifst budget in an elaborate 
speech, extending over five liours and a quarter. 
Unless it greatly differed frofti all his orations of 
similar proportions it must have been intolerably 
heavy. To one listener, however, it possessed a keen 
and enthralling interest. Mr. Gladstone had not, up 
to this period, entered upon that attitude of j^ersoi^al, 
sometimes acrid, antagonism with Sir. Disraeli whuOi 
subsequent events and relative positions created, •lie 
had answered and been ansjvcred by him in j^^he course 
of debate. • But the House and tlu' country had not as 
yet come to look with keen interest for what might 

follow upon a, conflict botwcon^theso two nien, who 

• • 
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had no possession in common except genius. Circum- 
stances were rapidly tending toward the creation of 
the condik'on of affairs the Hou^o of Commons and 
the country were long familiar with. Mr. Gladstone 
could never forgive Mr. DIsrapli’s bitter attacks on 
his old friend and master. Sir Robert Peel, and had 
loudly cheered Sidney Herbert when, in a moment of 
p».,ssJonato indignation, that gentleman had pointed to 
the Treasury Bench, where now prosperously sat the 
detractor of the great^ Free-Trader, and asked the 
House to behold in him spectacle of humiliation.^^ 
When Mr. Disraeli essayed to deal with finance, 
Mr. Gladstone with fierce delight sprang upon him, 
giipping him so sorely that he made an end of 
him, his budget, and the Ministry of which he was 
the prop, Lord Derby resigned, and Lord Aberdeen, 
being calk'd upon 'to forma Ministry, invited Mr. 
Gladstone to take tl\e office out of which he had driven 
Mr. Disraeli. His acceptance of tffe offer did not, of 
course, finally mark his passage across the groat gulf 
which separates Toryism from Liberalism. Lord Aber- 
deen was at this epoch far removed from what wo in 
these days should call a Liberal- Still, he was certainly 
no^ a Tory-ywas, indeed, at the other end of the stick, 
inasmuch as the Tories being out, he was called upon 
to succeed them^ and had for colleague Lord John 
Russell. . ^ • 

Mr. Gladstone's conversion to Liberalism had been 
slow but certain. While yet a member of the 
avowedly Coiaservative Government of Sir* Robert 
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Peel, ho was gradually seeing light. When the shep- 
herd died, and the fold was broken up, he declined 
overtures made to him hy Lord Dcrl^ to jl)in tho 
Ministry formed in 1852, nominally as successor to the 
heritage of Sir liobcrt l^ool. He long stood aloof 
from both parties. ‘ Probably the fact that Mr. Dis- 
raeli had come to be accepted as a high priest to 
Toryism added the last impulse to his conviction that 
Toryism was a thing not to bo desired or cncouftiged. 
Accordingly, ho formally ranged himself in the 
Liberal ranks. • . 

On llu) 18ih of April, 1853, ho delivered the 
first of what has proved to be a long series of 
budget speeches unsnr})assed in Parliamentary his- 
tory. There aro some members in tho present House 
of Commons who Lave a vivid recolleiition of tlio occa- 
sion. Expectation stood on tipfoe. The llouso was 
crowded in every pai-*, find it remained crowilbd and 
tireless, Avhilo f#r the space of* five hours Mr. Glad- 
stone poured forth a Hood f)f oratory which made 
arithmetic astonishingly easy, and gave an unaccus- 
tomed grace to statistics. Merely as an oratorical 
display, tho speech was a faro treat to tho crowded 
assembly that lieayd it, and to tho innumerablo com- 
pany which some hours later read it. But tho\ orm 
was rendered doubly enchautiug by the substance. 
It was clear that Mr. Gladstone could not only adorn 
the cxpcTsition of finance with the glamour of oratory, ^ 
but could control the developments of finance with 
a master-hand. • • • 
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Ilis sclicino wji"' a bold o‘iie/ The young and un- 
tried Cliaiicellor of tlio ^'"xchoquur found bimsolf witli 
a sui’plus of soTnetliing over iJ rec-quartei^ of a million. 
Tliis was tiofc inncli. But it wase enough to make 
tilings pleasant in one two influential quarters, and 
ho might have hoped h.r a fuil(3r jmrso next year. 'J"o 
have taken this course, to have dribbled away Die 
•‘fcjurplns, practically to have ^ matters where they 
stoodp would, moreover, have saved him an iiilimtudo 
of trouble, and relieved him fi )m «i tremendous risk. 
Seorning lliese considm-ations, plunging into the 
troubled sea ivith the coniident daring of gcniius, ho 
positive!}’’ increased taxation, eliiclly l»v nianipiiliition 
of the Income Tax, and w'as llic’-'diy emibled, in a 
ivludesale manner that siMuns '(‘ly less tlian 

magical, to iudneo or absolnit^'iy al)(>lish the duties 
on nearly throe liniidrcd ari> e- of commerce in 
daily i\se. The secret of the li lam ler’s necromancy 
lay in that sound principle which lie may be said to 
have inaugurated in British lininice, and under llje 
extended application of wiiicli trade and commerce 
have advanced bv leaps and l)ouncls. lie reckoned 
upon that projicrty in national linancc known as the 
elasticity of rovenuc,^^ now habitually, as a mat- 
ter (it ordinary calculati(‘n, counted upon to make 
good* deficiencies immediately accruing upon reduc- 
tion oT taxation. There is nothing reinarkablo in the 
^adoption of Wiis priiicipla to-fiay, any more tli^an tliore 
is in the applicatkm of a lighted match to a gas- 
burner when we waul light in a darkened I’oom. But 
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in 1853 tlie cxpcrimont as novel, and its results 
as surprising, as would liavo been tlio introfluction of 
a blazing gafi-cliaudelior in tlie House of Commons 
when William Piit jvab cvpfainiug his biirtg^t of 1783. 

Perhaps tlu* most roirMrkablo thing in connection 
with Mr. Gladstono’s^firsfc budget was the eonSdence 
will) which its predictions w'ore accej)ted. Every- 
where it was applauded, and though Mr. Disratjli, as^ 
liCader of the Opposition, supported an anioiidyieiit 
against it, his action v\;.> regarded merely as a matter 
of course, vlqiially a matter of iHUiVse, tlie budget 
resolutions WTre aiijiroveil, and the beneficial iVign 
of sound iinaiicc, iu>pu*. d by rare gcaiius and directed 
by superlative energy, foiilnvith commenced. 

'Mr. Gladstone continued to be the main strength of 
the Aberdeen Ministrj^, mid iii his capacity as Chan- 
cellor of the Exche-jiier in' financed the Crimean War. 

Ill 1 '^5 5, when the coalition fed ‘lu piccesi and^Lord 
I'almerston nnderf oc'k ?o constriyt a Govern inent out 
of the fragnienf.s^ Gladslone Cdiitiniied to hold 
his office — proin])tly resigning it, when ho found 
the patriotic ^Ir. Poebuck’s motion, lor what was 
known as "The Scbaslojiol Coinmitlee,'' was not to 
bo withstood by tho Cabinet, lie remained out of 
office for some yclirs following, his leisure inl!^.‘r- 
initted by work that would have sufficed other i«en 
for a lifers labour. It was during tlijs period ho ct)m- 
pleted and publislied his ‘^Stiylics on LToinor and tho 
Homeric Agc.^^ He fnlfilied more Uian tho average 
duties of a Member of Parliament, snpei'adding a 
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special mission to tlie Ionian Islands^ undertaken in 
1858 at the request of Lord Derby, thou Premier. 
"Early fh 1859 the brief Adiuinistratioii of Lord Derby, 
in which Mr. Disraeli had for the second time held the 
oflice of Chancellor of the Exchequer, came to an end. 
Mr. (Jladstono again joined the Ministry formed by 
* Lord Palmerston, whicli lasted as long as that Premier’s 

During the long reign of Lord Palmerston the pro- 
gress of politics attuned itself to the bi at of the pulse 
of the aged Premier. ‘There were w'ars abroad, but 
peace a'nd pi'os})erity at lionio, and Mr. Glad- 
stone was able to carry out the scheme of bold, far- 
seeing finance the Crimean War had interrupted five 
years earlier. The year 1800 saw the completion of 
the Commercial Treaty with Franco ; a fruitful tree, 
which Mr. Cobden ' and Napoleon III. planted, and 
w^hicli Mr. Gladstone watered. This same year w'as 
the last of the Paper Duty, the abolition of wliich 
in 1801 was a final stfoke in that labour for the free- 
dom of tlio press and the extension of intelligence, 
begun when, in an earlier budget, ho had made an end 
of the Stamp Duty. 





0H AFTER V. 

“ uxMuzzT.:;]).” 

TnE loug* ParliaiiiGiit oE Lonl PiLlnioFijton came lo 
an end on tlio Gtli of July/ ]8Go. Tlicro no 
pfirticiilar reason avLj it slionid have been prorogued 
then, ratlior tlian a mouth or six months later/for it 
had coin])lotc(] only 122 days of its seventh year. But 
at that time Ministers took a view of the ppssiblo 
Icngtli of Parliaments which finds an interesting illus- 
tration in an incidental reference made by Mr. Glad- 
stone ill his budget speech of 1805. lleciting the 
several claims the existing Parliament had ujion the 
attention of histoiy, ho added, “ lastly, it has enjoyed 
the distinction that, although no Parliament over com- 
pletcs the full term oi its legal existence, yef this is 
tho seventh timo you have been called upon to make 
jirovision for tho financial oxi|^encies of the country 
The result of the general election was most impor- 
tant to ]\rr. Gladstone, and to tho nation in whose 
life ho hjid become an important factor. Offering / 
himself for ro-oljction at Oxford, ho was rejected in 
favour of Mr. Gathorno Hardy, afterwards Lord Cran- 
brook, and some time Secretary of State for ^ndia. 
This event created a jirqfound sensation, no authority 
being iflore deeply moved than ^T/ie Times. It is** 
interesting at this time of day to quote The Times of 
1865 -upon Mr. Gladstone anfl Mr. Gathorno Hardy*: 
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enemies of the University/^ it was written in 
this impartial and important journal, “will make the 
most ofnher disgrace. It h^s hitherto been supposed 
that a learnSjd constituency was to some extent ex- 
empt from the vulgar motives of party spirit, ?ind 
capable of forming a higher estimate of statesmanship 
than common tradesmen or tenant-farmers. It will 
iiow stand on record that they have deliberately sacri- 
ficed a representative wdio combined the very highest 
qualifications, moral and intellectual, for an academi- 
cal seat, to party- spirit, |ind party-spirit alone. . . . 

I* 

Henceforth Mr. Gladstone Avill belong to the country, 

hut no longer to the IJniversity.^^ 

Great Britain, in one geographical seciion or other, 

has always taken care that it shall not bo deprived of 

the advantage of Mr. Gladstone's presence in its l^ir- 

li ament. On this occasion it was South Lancashire 
♦ 

■which, , perceiving his peril at Oxford, voluntarily 
offered to secure him a. seat. From th^ University ho 
hastened to the manufacturing town, and stood before 
the men of Manchester, as he said, “unmuzzled.^' 
Even the dullest politicians recognised the significance 
of the events so aptly described in this memorjiblo 
phrase. As long as Mr. Gladstone was politically 
associated with Oxford, the Alma Mater he loved 
with ' changeless affection, there ■was a possibility 
that he might successfully resist the silent forces 
.leading him "to a more uncompromising. Lihpraljsra. 
When Oxford snapped the chain ho -was free to go 
iyhitlier he lifted. The^end would, doubtless, inevit- 



« uxmc^zled: 


Cl 


ably have aiTiv’'ed. He wonkl Lave retired from 
Oxford because be was bent upon freeing the Irish 
Church, just as in an eaWifir stage of Jiis ctfi^eer he 
had withdrawn from Newark because he was about to 
join in an assault on Protection. Sooner or later the 
unmuzzling must have been accomplished. Oxford 
elected to make it sooner by several years. 

The unmuzzling process was comi)leted by an event 
which made memorable the autumn of 1805. " Lord 
Palmerston died, and the pent-up flood of Liberal life 
rushed downward like a catax’act. In a happy {)hraso 
Dean Church described Palmerston in bis closing years 
as "^^the great grandpapa to the Lnglish political 
world, Avhose ago was to be respected. Grandpapa^s 
eyes reverentially closed, tlio time for coalitions and 
temporising was past. Earl Russell succeeded as Pre- 
mier, and Mr. Gladstone was named Leader of the 
House of Commons, svill holding the Minister^ office 
of Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

It was felt that the hour had come for the intro- 
duction of a Reform Rill, and in Karl Russell the 
man was naturally found. The slatesinau who had 
taken a leading part in tlie Reform campaign of 1832 
was largely responsible for the measure of 1803. Rut 
it happened that to Mr. Gladstone, as Leader the 
House of Commons, fell the task of introducing the 
Bill, and bearing the brunt of the battle that raged 
around it. There were giants 'in those <5ays, and the"* 
Parliamentary debates of the Session of 1866 stand 
out in the pages of Hansard, by reason of their briU 
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liancy and fire. llr. Disraeli led llio united body of ^ 
tlie Conservatives in an attack upon a Bill which they 
regarded with holy horror, as a long acl\ranco on tho * 
way to tho establishment of democracy. 

But tho most dajigeroiis foes of tho Liberal party 
were (o bo found within its own h(/tisehohl. was-'’* 


the year in which ]\Ir. Jjowo, fresli from tho insuffi- 
glories of a Colonuil Legislature, made his mark 
in rafo, House oL’ Coniinons. TIio teia-or of tlio ultor- 


inost ifory was far exceeded by the ajipreheusion witli 
;Which ho regarded this Bjll. Speaking of JMr. (llad- 
Stono^llind contemplating tho probability of the IliU 
^eiug carried, he exclaimed: court not a bin::[lo 

leaf of tho laurels that may (uieirele Ins brow. 1 do 
not envy him his triumph. IJis be iho glory of carry- 
mg-the Bill, mine of having to the ulmost of my poor 
ability resisted it.^’ 

It wqs in this year that the Cave of Adullam was 
formed, and there was^^creal ed that immortal party 
of two [Mr. Ilorsmau and Mr. Lowe], like the Scotcli 
terrier th;it was so covered with hair you could not tell 
which was tho head and which the tail.^^ Tho debato 


on tho second reading of tho Bill lasted sovei’al 
days. On tho eve of the division it fell to Mr. Glad- 
stones lot to wind up iho debate, 'v^hich lie did in a 
speedi containing ])orhaps absolutely the finest perora- 
tion ot thcj many that sparkle in tho train of tho iii- 
^nitude of his orations.. * ^ 

,,*'You cannot fight against tho future,’^ lie said, 
tiuming sharp upon tho Pppositic^n, and speaking in ar 
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voice wlicro pathos strfig^lod with exultation for the 
mastery. Time is on our side. The great social 
forces which Uiove onward in their might and majesty, 
and which the tuiqulfc of our debates does •not for a 
moment impede or distui-b — those great social forces,, 
Ute against you. Tlw'y arc marshalled on our Mde ; 
and the banner which wo now carry in this 
though perhaps at snmo moment it nniy droop 
our siukiug heads, yet it soon again will float iij 
ejrc of Heaven, and will be borne by the firm hanib of . 
the united peo})lo of the three kingdoms, perhaps not^ 
to an easy, but to a certain and a not far distahl^ic- 
tory.'' 

In the meantime the defeat too surely foreseen was 
acco’n2)]ished. ^J'h(‘ Adiillatiiit(*s, coalescing with the 
Conservatives, made ilhmpossible to ])ass the measuiie, 
which was finally tiirown out. The Ministiy resigned,- 
and the Jilarl of Derby, most unhaj)py of Ciiibinej;i con- 
structors, was again called upoi^ to form a jlinistry 
from a party in a hopeless minority. 

In the race for the highest office oE the State, Mr. 
Disraeli boat Mr. Gladstone by one lap, as ho had 
outrun him b}’" the same distance when the Chancellor- 
ship of the Exchequer was the goal. ^Jlio Earl of 
Derby held oflice jlst long enough to sec passcdjkby 
the Ministry oE which he was the head, a Reform Bill 
exceeding in its democratic tendencies any that*had 
been proposed by a responsible I^ibcral Ministry. As 
soon as I^arliaraent met tbo following year, Lord. 
Derby retired on tho^ plea of ill-health, and Mr. 
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Disraeli, who liad the previous Session heard him- 
self denounced by liis later colleague, Lord Salis- 
bury, '•as political adreritni*er/^ jwid his policy 
described 'as one of legerdoina^i,’^ became leader 
of the Conservative party and Prime Minister of 
England. 

In this Session Mr. Gladstone’s mind reached tlio 
hnal point ot conviction that the IriMi Clinrch might 
no h)ngcr be emiured. Early in the Session ho 
laid upon the table of the House a scries oC reso- 
Jutiops. The lirst roundly declared that, in the 
opinion of the House of Commons, it is uccos- 
Bary that the Established Church of Ireland should 
... oease to exist as an KstabJishnnmt.^^ On this 
question Liberals and Conservatives joined issue, 
the* Liberals being united in a degree unusual 
then, not often repeated since. Successive divi- 
sions "'shoWed that the majority wore overwhelm- 
ingly in favour of tht discstablishm^nit of the Church. 
On the question of. Pari i ament ary Reform, Mr. 
Disraeli^s position was not unfairly described I^y Mr. 
Lowe. said !Mr. Lowe, affecting to paraphrase 

the terms of the Coiiservativo leader's reiterated 
speech, ^Hhe House will deign to take us into its 
counsel, if it will co-operate with us in this matter, 
we %hall rcceivo with cordiality, with deference, nay, 
even with gratituMe, any suggestion it likes to offer. 
Say what you like to as, only for God's sakje leave us 
in our places." ' Mr. Disr.aoli had, as he himself 
f boasted, educated his «party in*.* the matter of Parlia- 
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montary Rt^form. But in view of siicli a question as 
the disestahlishment of tho Church, parleying was 
impossible. He must figlft ; and findiijg fighting 
impossible with t1if3 Parliament assembled, he 
biou.ght about its dissohitiuii, aud appealed to tho 
comitry. 

Tho answer was sharp and* unmistakable. By 
tremendous exertions, concentrated with all the 

* « r 

power of personal dislike and {larty Laired, Ur. 
Gladstoiio was <i'd‘eated in Lancasliirc. Elsewhere 
the Liberals hau an overwholnting triumph, and Air, 
Gladstone (returned for Greenwich, which hftd done 
for him in this elecliou the service performed by 
Soulh Lancashire in 1805) found himself at tlie head 
of an overwhelming jnajority — a Prime Minister 
jiersonally more powerful than any who had h^dd 
tho reins of State since the palmiest di^’s of Siiv 
Kobert Peel. * * 
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Invested with si:i|)reino power, witli ilio irnmcJiiite 
mission of disestablishing tho Irish Clnirch, he set 
himself about the tusk with characteristic energy, 
-^t the eai’liest dp-te he submitted to* the new Par- 
liament his Bill for the Disestablishment of the 
Church. Tho second reading was carried by a 
majority of 118, in a House, including tellers, of 022 
members, a striking event that disposed of any- 
thing like legitimate opposition. Opposition ,.there 
was, nevertheless, and it was three months before the 
Bill passed through Committee, during which time, 
statesmen of the calibre of Mr. Cavendish Bentinck, 
Mr, James Lowthoc*, and Mr. Collins rose 

innumerable times to state their opinion that the end 
of all things was ait hand, and to hint, as plainly as 
might be within Parliamentary limits, their personal 
opinion of the author of so much evil. 

The next Session (1870) was primarily devoted to 
the Irish Land Bill, this year added to the statute- 
bo^lib In addition, the Elementary ^Education Act was 
passed, hardy fruits of a Session disturbed and in- 
terrupted by interpellations and debates on the policy 
of the Government with r^^spcct to the war between 
Prance and Prussia.' The next year saw *passod the 
Army Kegulation Bill, embodying the Abolition of 
Purchase, which latter Mr. Gladstone finally accomp- 
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listed, m opposition to the House of Lords, by 
invoking the Royal Warrant. The Ballot Bill, also 
brought in this S?ssion, wa5 thrown out by tlie Lords. 
In the following year it was brought in again, and 
being put in the forefront of the programme, was 
carried. A less happy fate befell the Irish University 
Bill, which brought about a new Cave of Adullani, , 
and was thrown out by a coalition behveen the 
extreme Liberals and the watchful Conservatives. 
A majority of three in a House of 573 declared 
against the Government, wheVetipon Mr. Gladstone 
resigned. The Queen sent for Mr. Disraeli, •and in- 
vited him to form a Ministry. But the Leader of 
the Opposition, with a prescience loudly murmured 
against at the time by hk impatient followers, declined 
to hurry events. Mr. Gladstone returned to office, 
and the Session pursued its course* ^ 

But the end was not Tar off.* Mr. Gladstone had 
lived fast and travelled far. Ho tad accomjilishcd in 
four Sessions an amount of woiflc formerly estimated 
as the full allowance of four Parliaments. He had 
done all, and more thixn all he had promised, far more 
than might reasonably have been anticipated on 
entering office. Th^usual symptoms that followiisen 
repletion began to manifest themselves. The House 
of Commons was restless, discontented, and 411- 
humoured, while the count^iy, waxing fat, began to 
kick. The ♦Premier was not constitutionally the kind 
of man for meeting and overcoming such a crisis. 
He had always been at*a disad\^ntago^as compared 
* * E 2 
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with liis great riv'al in respect of personal manner. 
He was too nmch in earnest to pay a just mea- 
sure of atfc3ntion to thoso little courtesies wliich 
count for much even in the government of an empire 
on which the sun never sets. It would be an ex- 
aggeratioii to say that Lord Ileacousfield was never 
in earnest. It is uncp.iestionable that he was never so 
much exhausted by earnestness that ho forgot to pay 
those petty homages which cost so little, and to the 
leader of a party are worth so much. 

Mr. Gladstone’s gazfe was fixed far above heads of 
Uiortal inen, and the natural consecpience was that 
when he moved about his daily work he frequently 
knocked up against his own friends and trod upon 
their corns. The average of personal popularity was 
not made up by any of his colleagues. Some, not- 
ably Mr. ^ Lowe aivl Mr. Ayrton, were viewed with 
strong personal dislike by the public, whom they in 
their turn unmercifully snubbed. *Mr. Gladstone, his 
colleagues, and his jlolicy began to be assailed from 
all sides. Foreign policy, being necessarily less sus- 
ceptible of full comprehension than any other ramifica- 
tion of Constitutional Government, has always been 
pffcnliarly attractive to the morq^^ignorant among us. 
It is a largo question, upon which small intelligences 
like to swell and puny persons love to strut. Mr. 
Gladstone’s foreign policy^ was assailed with persistent 
clamour. But^ the' most dangerous symptom of ap- 
proaching decay was found in the vitality of sections 
ranged under the cctomon banner of Liberalism. 

This spirit began to manifest itself for the first 
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time in tlie Coinmittoo on* tlie Education Bill, when 
tho Nonconformist body spied under Mr. Forster’s 
muffler the heal’d of a Deiionn' nationalist.. In imkiner 
a last protest on the third reading of the "bill, Mr. 
Miall affirmed that the Nonconformists could not 
stand this sort of thing much longer.’’ 

Mr. Gladstone was sitting qiyetly, even listlessly, 
on the Treasury Bench, when this threatening speech 
was made. lie had not intended to' join in the debate* 
the ma;tter having been already talked out over many 
sittings. Moreover, the Bill was not in his chaj’ge, 
but Mr. Forster’s. When tli(‘se words fell on*his ear, 
he (piickly rose from his recumbent position, and 
those looking on knew that a scene was immiiiont. 

As Mr. Miall resumed his seat, the Premier si)rang 
to his feet, the thunder rolled and tho lightning 
flashed. I hope,” he said, in those slow, carefully- 
accentuated tones wliicl> marked the rarefy- r«aT*hcd 
white heat of his passion, my hutionrable friend wnll 
not <*ontiuuo his support of tke Government one 
moment longer than he deems it consistent wntli his 
sense of duty and right. For God’s sake, sir, let him 
withdraw it tho moment he thinks it better for the 
cause he has at heart that ho should do so. So long 
as my honoui’ablo friend thinks lit to give us his su]^- 
port we will co-operate with my honourable iriond for 
every purpose we have in common.* But when we 
think his opinions and flemands "exacting, when we 
think he looks too much to the section of the community 
he adorns, and too little -to the interests of tho people 
At large, we must then recollect thaf we are the 
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Government of the Queen, and that tliose who have 
assumed tho high responsibility of administering the 
afFair^, of tips Empire raiist endeavou* to forget the 
parts in ^the whole, and must, in tho great measures 
they introduce into tho House, propose to themselves 
no meaner or narrower object than the welfare of tho 
Empire at large.” 

In tho Session of 1872 the growing lassitude of 
i^arliainent was showTi on tlif| second reading of tho 
Ballot Bill — a measure of the first importance, for the 
division on the second reading of which tho united 
strenuous exertions of the Whips could muster an ag- 
gregate voting power of only 1G5. ‘ The third reading 
was carried by 276 votes against 218; figures wliieh 
show that Mr. Gladstone still had a substantial 
raajorify in tho House. By the Licensing Act, intro- 
duced and passed ,this Session, the popularity of the 
Government received a fresh blow. It was reserved 
for the Irish TJniveVsity Bill to coigpleto tho destruc- 
tion. The majority against tho second reading of 
this Bill was very small, and was made up of sections 
not likely to reunite under any probable circumstances. 
Mr. Gladstone, as has been shown, resumed office 
whoTi Mr. Disraeli declined to have his hand forced. 
But ho never really recovored^from tho blow thus 
slj'uck. 

Tho Session ' flickered to an end amidst constant . 
wraiigles and an aggravating disregard igr authority. 
In vain T\fr. Ayrton had been cast overboard. In 
vain Mr. Lovre repeated in his own person the useful 
purposes of ^Jonah. The Ministerial ship would no^ 
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right, trough* of the sea, an object of de- 

rision from the fickle public who five years earlier had 
helped to lafench it amidst demonstrjitions the 
wildest enthusiasifi. Buffeted abroad, assftiled from 
within, angry, dispirited with existing circumstanees, 
hopeful of the verdi<?t of a nation whose behests he 
had splendidly fulfilled, Mr. Gladstone suddenly cut 
the Gordian knot. On the 24th of January, 1874, just 
on the eve of the assembling of Parliament fof the 
customary Session, the country awoke to find Parlia- 
ment was dissolved. It was throiicrh the medium of 
an address to the electors of Greenwich that ihe start- 
ling news was cominunicatod. There was considerable 
vigour in the lengthy document, and Mr. Gladstone, who 
a few mouths earlier^ upon the resignation of Mr. 
Lowe, had returned to his old offico of Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, promised a renewed exhibition of the 
magic with which the country was once familiar, now 
to be directed t(j the extinction of the Income Tax. 
But between the lines it was n^^t difficult to read that 
the great statesman was weary and sick at heart. 
^Gf,” he said, the trust of this Administration be by . 
the effect of the present elections virtually renewed, I 
for one will servo you, for what remains of my time, 
faithfully. If the coufidcnce o? tlio country be taken 
from us, and handed over to others whom you ffiay 
deem more worthy, I for one shall "accept cheerfully 
my disniifiisal.^' • • * 

There was no presage of victory in such a call to 
battle. But in his glcporaiest Tjioments Mr. Gladstone « 
could nof have anticipated the ftfll depth of the reverse 
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of fortune awaiting him at the poll. IIo himself 
narrowly escaped defeat at Greenwich, coming in 
second, the head of the poll being reserved for an 
estimable tut obscure Conservative. Elsewhere, all 
along the line, the Liberals were defeated. Broken 
was the phalanx, which within* seven years, dating 
from 1867 — two years in opposition and five in office— 
^had achieved a record of work rarely equalled, never 
bfeaten. They had* abolished the compulsory Church 
rate. They had transformed a nominal Reform Bill 
into a real measure. They had abolished the Irish 
Church, reformed the Irish Land Laws, settled the 
question of Scotch Education, and far advanced the 
cause of education in England. Purchase in the 
army had been abolished, and the pathway of promo- 
tion thrown open to the foot of merit. The Ballot 
Bill had been carried ; the judicature of the , country 
ref orniqd ; * religious tests filially abolished in the 
universities ; the estimates reduced, whilst the de- 
fensive forces of the country, both military and naval, 
had been appreciably increased. 

This was a claim upon the gratitude of an electorate 
which eemsed likely to meet with abundant reward. 
But Mr. Gladstone had lived long enough to learn tho 
bitter lesson that gratitude is unknown in politics. 
When the gains and losses were counted up, it was 
found that Mr. Disraeli, meeting Parliament in 1874, 
was almost exactly in the ^ame position as^Mr. Glad- 
stone had been* when meeting Parliament in 1869. 
The pendulum, having swung violently to one side, had 
in return nearljf reached tho same altitude on the other. 
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The new Parliamenf opened on the 5th of March, 1 874, 
with Mr. Disraeli in the seat whpre through six eventful 
years he had watched Mr. Gladstone throned. Forth© 
first time in his political history' he was not ohly'^ in 
office, but in powdrr. In the Sess^ion of 1873, Mr. Glad- 
stone being defeated on the I»ish Education Bill by the 
action of the Nonconformist conscience, Mr. Disraeli 
had, to the manifest chagrin of some of his supporters, 
declined to take office. His prescience was magnifi- 
cently justified by th§ swiftly succeeding event of the 
general election. Four years earlier, in a private 
letter which nearly a quarter of a century later saw 
the light of day, Mr^ Fronde wrote : ha^^ been 

among some of Jbhe Tory magnates lately. They dis- 
trust Disraeli still, and will never again be led by liim. 
So they are as sheep that have no shepherd. Lord 
Salisbury's time may come ; but not yet.^^ * 

That was, as many still living know, and as a multi- 
tude of written testimony proves, the attitude towards 
Disraeli of the party he had at length, with infinite 
patience and consuminato skill, led out of the wilder- 
ness, When in 1852, Disraeli, made Chancellor of the 
Exchequer by the audacious Lord Derby, gave his • 
first Parliamentary dinner. The Saturday Review, then 
the or^an of blue-bloed Toryism, celebrated the event* 
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in miicli appreciated verse, of wtiich one stanza lingers 
in the memory : — 

And o’er them all in jewels di^lit, « 

No>w known from real in any lifj:lit, 

And St. John’s clothes as ^008 as new, 

Enraptiire<l sat the glorious Jew. 

For Disraeli the plucky fight against jealousy and dis- 
traction was over. Long a pariah among the aristo- 
’Ijratic party, he was now to become its idol, soon amid 
uiiiivG^’sal acclaim to take his seat among them as Earl 
of Beacousfiold. The dramatic interest of the episode 
was completed by the ^’act that, coincidentally with 
his supremo elevation, came about the ruinous fall of 
his great adversary. 

There was much curiosity as to what part Mr. 
Gladstone would be disposed to play in the transformed 
scene on the jiarliameutary boards. It is possible 
that, even at this early date, some of his friends had 
been made ^ aware oi bis intc^ntion of withdrawing 
from the conflict. ^Tt was a habit of his mind, 
whenever he met with rpbufT in the political arena, to 
con tern plate rtd irement. In Comm i tteo on the lief orm 
Bill of 18()7, he, then the Leader of the Liberal 
party in the House of Commons, brought forward a 
series of amendments which, had the whole of the 
party voted with him, w^onld ha\fl5 been engrafted 
ill the Bill. But there was then, as there lias 
been^ since, a care. As Mr. Briglit put it in a 
, speech delivered a fc}v»da\^ later, very sinall men 
who during their* whole political lives have not ad- 
^vunced the question of ^Reform ^by one hair^s breadth 
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or by one moment in tiirte, can at a critical hour throw 
themselves athwart the objects of a great party, and 
mar a great ’measure that ought to affect the jntercsts 
of the country beneficially for a long timef’^ 

Mr. Gladstone's amendments were negatived by a 
majority of twont^^ouo in a House of 590 members. 

IIo thereupon, in reply to a convenient letter from Mr. 

♦ « 

Crawford, one of the members for the city, threw ftp 
the whole business, declining to'proceod with*blccks 
of other fimendments of which ho had given notice. 
Earlier oven than this he Jiacl begun to talk in the 
“ at-niy-timo-of-life mood that became ^so familiar 
throughout the closing qiiarter-of -a- century of his 
public life. In 1801 he wrote: ^^hlvonts are not 
wholly unwelcome which remind me that my own 
public life is now in its thirtieth year, and ought not 
to last very many years longer.^^ In the troublesome 
times of 1873, when friends were f allin off ^ind fac- 
tion rearing its head with fqjller rigour, Mr. Glad- 
stone was accustomed constantly to refer to retirement. 
In his diary, Bishop Wilborforco writes under date 
May Gth, 1873: Gladstone much talking ; how little 
real good work any Premier has done after sixty. 
Peel ; Palmerston, his work all really done before ; the 
Duke of Wellin^on added nothing to his repiTtation 
after. I told him Dr. Clark thought it would be physi- 
cally worse for him to retire. 'Dr. Clark dJes not 
know ^jow completely *I should employ myself,^ ha 
replied,’^ probably with Homer and the Vatican in his 
eye. 
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"Whatever intention Mr. Glaflstone may Lave formed 
^Yhen he found his forces crumbling to pieces at the 
general erection^ ho did not at the outset shirk liis Par- 
liamentary duties. With the openinji, of a new Par- 
liament there was necessity for the election of a new 
Speaker, or the re-election of tlio lold one. He was 
still, nominally. Leader of the Liberal Party, and 
upon him devolved in the House of Commons tho 
duty of supporting the Speaker-elect on taking the 
chair. The House was crowded with an unusual num- 
ber of new members, anxious to see all that was to bo 
seen, not least eager to catch a glimpse of the great 
statesman, who, quitting the House in tho late autumn 
master of a msvjority that still could muster between 
sixty and seventy, returned to it to lind himself in a 
minority of half a hundred. Mr. Gladstone so timed 
his reappearance on the scene that any demonstration, 
friendly«or hostile, was impossible. Members troop- 
ing out to the other H^use to hear the Royal Com- 
mission read, came baclf to find him on tho Front 
Opposition Bench, not in the place of Leader opposite 
the brass-bound box, but humbly bestowed almost 
under the shadow of the gallery, where Under Secre- 
taries are accustomed to sit. It was noted that, con- 
trary to his Parliamentary liabit, he Had brought with 
him Ws hat, the fleeting character of his visit being 
further studiously indicated by his carrying a stick, 
and wearing gloves. He was loudly cheered fyom the 
Liberal side when* he followed the official proposer 
^d seconder of' the Sp^eaker’s ire-clection. But h^ 
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was not to be stirred beyond the depths of some 
ordinary courtly remarks, delivered midway down tlio 
table, Ills liand resting on his stick. 

With all his fervour and his sonietimes torrential 
])assioii, Mr. Gladstone is a man whoso shortest step 
is ordered with grave deliberation. Tliose wlio saw 
portents of coming change in, his hat and stick and 
gloves, and the precise position at the table from 
which he addressed the House on the rc-electrion of 
the tSpeakcr, had speedy conQrination of their sus- 
picions. On the 12th of March in the first year of 
the new I'arl lament, he wrote to Lord Granville the 
following momentous letter : — 

I have issued a circular to Members of Parliament 
of the Liberal party, on the occasion of the o])oning 
of Parliamentary business. But I feel it to bo neces. 
sary that, while discharging .this dut^y, I should 
explain what a circiiliTr could not convey witlf regard 
to my individual position at th5 present time. I need 
not apologise for addressing these explanations to 
you. Independently of other reasons for so troubling 
you, it is enough to observe that you have very long 
represented the Liberal party, and have also acted on 
behalf of the lf\^ Government, from its comnjence- 
rnent to its close, in the House of Lords. 

^^For a variety of reasons personal to in3^elf, I 
could not contemplate^ any unlimited extension, of 
active political service; and* I am anxious that it* 
should be clearly understood by those friends with 
whom I have acted ift the direction of affairs, that at 
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'* <• 

my age I must reserve my eutiro freedom to divest 

myself of all the respousibilities of leadership at no 

distant 'cime. ^ The need of rest will prevent me from 

giving more than occasional attcndfinco in the IIouso 

of Commons during the present Session. 

*- 

should bo desirous, shortly before the ooni- 
ipcncenient of the Session of 1875, to consider 
whether there would be advantage in my placing my 
serv’ccs for a time at the disposal of the Liberal 
party, or whether I should then claim exemption 
from the duties I have hitherto discharged. If, how- 
ever, there should be reasonable ground for believing 
that, instead of the course which I have sketched, it 
would be preferable, in the view of the yiarty gcuerally, 
for mo to assume at once the pla(*e of an independent 
member, I should willingly adopt the latter alterna- 
tive. But I ghall retabi all the desire I have hitherto 
felt for1;ho welfare of the party,*^and if the gentlemen 
composing it should think lit either to<ohoosG a leader 
or make provision ad iaierim, with a view to the 
convenience of the present year, the person designated 
'^ould, of course, command from me any assistance 
which he might find occasion to seek, and which it 
might be in my power to render.” 

In spite of this indication of desire and intention to 
withdraw, Mr. Gladstone still occasionally revisited 
the House of Commons. IJe could not resist the 
temptation of criticising the first budget of the new 
Ministry, brought in by Sir Stafford Northcote, built 
tfp on the splendid surplus left by him as a legacy to 
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his successors. He replied with something of his 
ancient fire to a violently rude attack made upon him 
hy Mr. Smolletj wlio accused him of •having ‘^or- 
ganised a Dissolution in secret, and having hy un- 
worthy, improper, and unconstitutional methods, tried 
to seize power 

His most notahlo reappearance in the new Parlia* 
ment was in connection with the debate on the Public 
Worshiji Ilegiilation Pill. This measure had been 
brought into the Lords and passi^d through the House 
under the direction of Archbishop Tait. Mr. Disraeli 
disclosing a curiously strong interest in it, it* suddenly 
loomed large upon the Parliamentary arena. The 
Archbishop had defined its purpose as an effort to put 
down Ritualism. Mix Disraeli, in one of his well- 
considered phrases that immediately caught on, de- 
fined it as an attack on “ mass in masquerade.” Mr. 
Gladstone unexpectedly turned up in hot op'^osition 
to the measure, Which ho attempted to smother under 
six resolutions. • 

Interest in the Bill, intense as it had grown, was for 
a while obscured by a personal conflict between Sir 
VVilliarn Harcourt and Mr. Gladstone. One of the 
last desperate attqjppts made to keep the late Ministry 
on its legs had bera the recruitment of two gentle- 
men, known at the time as Mr. Henry James and Mr. 
V ernon Harcourt. Seated together on the front bench 
below thd gangway, these two had,more effectively 
worried their nominal chief than had the regular 
opposition, even though led by Jfr. Disraeli. Towards 



80 


MU. GLADSTONE. 


the close of the Session of 1873 there had been an 
angry scene, in which Mr. Gladstone, driven to bay, had 
turned upon his honourable friends below the gang- 
way and berated them something 'after the fashion 
in which he had fallen upon the more inoffensive 
Mr. Miall. The next thing heard in this connection was 
ip November following,, when Mr. Henry James was 
made Attorney- General, and Mr. Vernon Harcoiirt, 
becoming Solicitor-General, came to be known as Sir 
William. Neither of the new law officers sat on the 
Treasury Bench, for before the new Session was 
summoned dissolution had swooped down on the 
astonished Commons. Their ex-Ministerial position, 
otherwise, as far o^s Parliament was concerned, a Bar- 
mecide feast, entitled both to seats on the Front Op- 
position Bench, a privilege of which they forthwith 
availed themselves. 

Sir William Ilarcourt ranged himself on the side 
of Mr. Disraeli in sfjpport of the Public Worship 
Kegulation Bill. Thus^it came to pass that his first 
prominent appeai'ance under his now style was in con- 
'flictwith the statesman who had conferred the honour 
upon him. Sir William did not mince matters or 
modify phrases. He went straight for Mr. Gladstone, 
making his attack the more bitter by contrast with the 
eulogistic terms in which he alluded to Mr. Disraeli, 
a leader who is proud of, the House of Commons 
and of whom the House of Commons is proud.” 
Mr. Gladstone having at this stage already spoken, 
said nothing in immediate reply. A few days later 
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he found opportunity to*adininister to his rebollious 
colleague a trouncing which the House enjoyed with 
a zest equalled only hy the delight with ♦whicliSt had 
seen Sir William Harcoiirt biting at the liand tliat 
had fed him with the Solicitor- Generalship. 

The episode had sfgnificanco far beyond the bear- 
ings of the Public Worship Xlill, inasmuch as thc^ 
House of Commons saw in it frojjh testimony of what 
it regarded as tho final collapse of the once power fuj 
statesman. Sir AVilliam Harcouytj it was argued, was 
an exceedingly shrcAvd man, wrth special opportunities 
of knowing Mr. Gladstono/s exact position afld pros- 
pects. If ho thought it safe to turn and rend him, 
hopeless indeed was his case. 

A conclusion which ghows how prone to error are 
tho wisest amoiigsl. us. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

PAMPIILKTKER. 

Pahliament was summoned to meet for tho Session 
f.f 1*375 on tho 5th of FeLruarv. Three weeks earlier 
Mr. Gladstone wrote to Lord Granville announcing 

tt 

his final resolve to retire Irom tho Leadership of tho 
Liberal party. Tho time has, I think, arrived,’^ ho 
wrote, wlien I ought to revert to the subject of tho 
letter wliicli I addressed to yon on T^farch tho 12th. 
Before determining whotlier I shonhl offer to assume 
a clnargo which might extend ov^or a length of time, I 
liavo reviewed with all tho care in iny jmwer a number 
of coo j^i derat ions both publicvind private, of wliich a 
portion, jirid these >not by any ing^ans iusigniticant, 
were not in existence the date of the letter. The 
result has boon that I see no public advantage in my 
continuing to act as the Leader of the Liberal JJarty; 
and that at the ago of sixty-five, and after forty-two 
years of a laborious public lile, I think myself entitled 
to retire on the present opportunity. Tin's retirement 
is 'dictated to me by my personal views as to the best 
method of spending the closing years of my life. I 
need hardly sny that tny conduct in ParUament will 
coiitiimo to bo ‘governed by the principles on which 
I have heretofore act(j,d; and %wh«atever arrangementg 
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may bo made for tlio treatment of gonoral business, 
and for the advantage or convenience of ilxe Liberal 
party, they will have my cordial support? I sfionld 
perhaps add that I am at present, and mean for a short 
.imo to be, engaged on a special matter which occupies 
me closely.” 

The special matter upon wdiich Mr. Gladstone was 
engaged proved to bo a crusade against the Vatican, 
umlortakcii with the ardour of youth and with a con- 
con trated energy amazing in a man who had retired 
from 1‘arliaiiicutary and political life on the specific 
ground that he W’as aweary. In the preceding year 
he had followed up his futile opposition to the Kogu- 
lation of Puhlio Worship Pill by writing an article in 
one of the monthly magazines, a course that soon grew 
familiar but was at tho time regarded as notable in 
an ex-Primo Minister. This was ’followed tby other 
papers dealing with T^e Churcli of Englanfl and 
Pitualism.” This raised a storm of thcologicrd con- 
troversy in which Mr. Grladstoiib positively rovc^llcd. 
Roman Catholics and Ritualists buzzed about his ears 
with angry rciplics, to which ho madcj rejoinder in 
pamphlets. One bore tho iuscrijition, Tlio Vafican 
Decrees and their Ijparing on Civil Allegiance.” 
final rejoinder in another pamphlet was (‘utitlejl 
^Waticanism.^^ Both w’^orks had a phcnoinenal s:i4e, 
and the tide of. controvcM’sy that rose with ihein seemed 
to bear Mr. ^Gladstone for ever away from the Parlia- 
mentary shore. 

On the.ero of the Session, meiftbers o{ the Liberal 

• • F 2 
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party, a disheartened minority in the Ilonso o£ 
Commons, had met at the KeCorm Club to elect a 
loadei'. Mr. Gladstone had stepped down from his 
high place, and was so engrossed in his wrangle round 
the Church porch, that lie had not time to give a 
thought to pulilic affairs, or a day to the duties of 
^the llouse of Commons. The result of the meeting 
at the Reform Club was that Lord Hartington was 
^inanirnously elected to fill the thankless post of 
Leader of the Opposition in the House oF Commons. 
He took his scat in frant of the bj'ass-bouud box, and 
for a while business of the Uouso wont on as if ]\[r. 
Gladstone dead and buri(‘d. Occasionally ho 

looked in, bringing with him hat and stick and 
gloves, remaining for half an .hour or so at the lower 
end of the front Op])osition Bencdi, where ho found a 
cuinpanion in Mr. Bright, and stealing silently away. 

Oficf afimmoon in Marelf of this year he unex- 
pectedly interposed^delivering a spii>ech which created 
a profound sensation. It was on a Bill introduced by 
Mr- Cathorne 1 Tardy, then Seerc'taryof State for W'^ar, 
designed, as ATr. Jjowe ])iit it, ^^'to make commissions 
in the army a v.'diiable commodity Stung by this 
atjompt to gtit liiihind his own action in abolishing 
jmrehase, Mr. Gladstone spoke wifli great animation 
an^l irresistible force. Members looking from the 
lithe, animated 'figure stapding ^t tlie table upon the 
immobile figure seated in the place of Leader instinc- 
tively felt that tlie whole arrangement was a farce, to 
bo made an end of whonevei^ Mr. Gladstone, felt dis-i 
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posed to return and claini Iiis own. But tlie time was 
not yet, and the chief disturbance under Lord Ilart- 
inj^ton^s rule came from belcw the gang* way en liis 
own sldo^ whence Mr. Chamberlain would *i)roscutly 
jeer at the harassed captain, hailing him as the 

Jjoadcr of the LiberaPparty.^^ 
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CIIAPTEll IX. 

« 

TIIK FJEUy CROSS. 

The Enstcrn Qucsticr devo]fT,.?(l in tlio siiinmcr of 
1875. Mr. Gladstone, speaking tln*co years later at 
^ Ilawardon, deelerc vi tliat lie liad not opened liis inoutlL 
^for^ouo word of critic'ism on tlie subject till tlio 1st of 
July, 1870. When tlie Governinerit Lad, by sending 
the licet to Besika Bay, cilcourai^ed tlie Turks in tlicir 
obstinatio resistance to reform ; and wLen tbo Prime 
Minister by his notorious fencing answers on the sub- 
ject of tlio Bulgarian atrocities, had shown that no 
reliance could bo ])laccd on the (lovermnont for the 
purposes of humanity in the East, and when they, by 
repelling and rejecting the Berlin Memorandum, had 
broken uyi the concert of Europe and had proposed 
nothing themselves on return — till all those things had 
happened : never said a word in criticism of the pro- 
ceedings of the Governiiiuiit.” 

On the 23rd of June, 1870, The Daihf News pub- 
lished particulars, famished byifcs Constantinople cor- 
respondent, of what soon came to be known through- 
out the world as the Bulgarian atrocities. Questions 
wkjro put in both Houses of Parliament. Mr. Disraeli, 
replying to an 'enquiry by Mr. Forster, jauntily af- 
firmed that the story published in The paily Ncios 
rested on nothing more than coffee-house babble. 
One detail that had profoundly impressed the public 
mind described the impalement of hapless Bulgq.rians, 
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Ly tlic Baslii Ijazoiiks. Tlie iriitli of tliis Mr. Disraeli 
took leave to doubts ai]-i1y addiag, In ilio East when 
it is proposed to do ta man to death, a much m<*ro ex- 
peditious method bu,M*.:oss is irsually tidoptcd.^* 
When this convers'ititjn was goini** on in the House of 
Commons Mr. GlacLsfT>nj was rnstieatiiig at Ilawarden, 
engaged in prc])aralioii ol fresh magazine articles. 
Bat liio cry that went up from the sixty villages c)f 
Biilgavui., their homesteads iranii)k*d n n dor foot, •tho'’* 
men tortm*od to death, thcar women dishonoured, 
found response in every* til.ro of Ids frame, lie 
hurried hack to town and comnumced a ^lampaign 
which ended in the o\erlJirow of an api)tLrciitly im- 
pregnable Ministry. * 

lie occupied the* earliest weeks of tbo Ihirllamontary 
recess (187(3) in writing a painpblet outitlod, •^Bul- 
garian Tlorrors.^' ^'^Letns,^hio said,in a])jissage contain- 
ing a memorable phrast*, insist tliatour (.tovtyiiinout, 
which has heen^w'orking in oiic^dircction, shall w'ork 
in the other, and shall apply its vigour to concur 
with the other States of Europe in obtaining the ex- 
tinction of the Turkish excutivo power in Bulgaria. , 
Let the Turks now cai-ry aw’^ay their abuses in the only 
possible manner, namely, by carrying off themselves. 
Their Zaptiehs and their Mudirs, their Bimbashis, 
and their Yuzbachis, their Kairaakams and their 
Pashas, one and all, bag and baggfige, shall, lliopc, 
clear out Jrom the province they have desolated and 
profaned.^' * 

lie followed up the hurling^of this thunderbolt by , 
an address to his constituents nnfslcre^ on Blackheath. 
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Recurring to this epoch many years after, he observed: 
“ After the Parliamentary Session of 1876, I thought 
the agitation ^igainst the Turks in Bulgaria was all up 
for a timel I knew it would revive, and I thought it 
would revive in the next Session. But I gave it up 
for the moment until I saw in the newspapers by ac- 
gident that the working men of England were going 
to meet in London on the subject. I said to myself 
iSiat moment, ^Then it is alive Seeing that it was 
alive, I did what I could, and we all did what we could, 
and we stirred the country to such an extent that if 
the Government had dissolved Parliament at that 
moment I do not believe there would have been a 
hundred men returned to support its policy/^ 

In a fine passage of this Blackhcath speech he ad- 
vocated common action between England and Russia, 
who were chiefly responsible in the matter. Upon 
the concord and hearty co-opel'ation — not upon a mere 
hollow truco betweeh England andjlussia, but upon 
their concord and hearty cordial co-operation — depends 
a good settlement of this question. Their power is 
immense. The power of Russia by land for acting 
upon these countries, as against Turkey, is perfectly 
resistless. The power of England by sea is scarcely 
less important at this moment, l^or I ask you, what 
woujd be the condition of the Turkish armies if the 
British Admiral,* now in Besika Bay, were to inform 
the Government of 06nstantinople that from that hour, 

K 

until atonement had been made — until punishment had 
descended,until justice had beeh vindicated — ^not a man, 
nor a ship, nor a boa% should cross the waters of the « 
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Bosphorus, or tho cloudy fiuxinc, or the bright -^gcan, 
to carry aid to tho Turkish troops ? 

By this time Mr. Disraeli, now LordJBeacoftsfield, 
discovered he had? made a mistake in treating with 
jocularity charges promptly substantiated by the 
oflficial report of Mr. Baring. It was felt that Mr. 
(xladstonc’s Blackheath speech luust be replied 
So Lord Beaconsfield, going down to Aylesbury, 
described the conduct of the Opposition in this matte.' 
as worse than any Bulgarian^atrocity.” That did 
not mend matters, nor did further heated denunciation 
of ^^designjng politicians who take advantage of sublime 
sentiments and apply them for the furtherance of their 
sinister ends.^^ 

There was no one fgundto palliate the action of the 
Turks in Bulgaria, but there were many who, evading 
the issue, bitterly attacked Mr. Gladstoi:yp. He was 
not even safe from personal violence as hc*Tf^alkcd 
througli the stroets of London, and when he sought 
the shelter of his own house, his windows were broken 
by an infuriated mob. The Jingo ” Press did not get 
quite so far as a Turkish newsjiaper which printed a de- • 
tailed biography of the man Gladstone, projector of 
mischief.^' This §et forth how he was ^^born in ^^06, 
tho offspring of the headlong passion of a Bulgai-ian 
named Demitri, the servant of a pig merchant n^j^med 
Nestory.’^ He went to Jjondon in charge of some 
pigs his master desired to sell. 'Desiring to pass him- 
self off as an Englishman, ho changed his Bulgarian 
name, Grozadin, to Gladstont. ^'His gluttony for 
gold makes Gladstone look ye*llow. According to 
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those wlio know him he is df middling lu'ight with a 
yellow face, wearing closely cut whiskers in the Euro- 
pean style, and as a sign of his satanic spirit his fore- 
head and* upper forehead are barft. His evil temper 
has made his hair full ofF, so tliat from a distance he 
might bo taken for quite bald/’ ' This was, of course, 
too grotesque for imitation in English newspapers, 
liut some managed to distinguish themselves and earn 
j}ie approval of the music-halls by the violence of their 
attack upon the denouncer of Turkisli infamy. 

Whilst recovering 'soinethiiig of his ancient power 
in the pi*ovinccs, Mr. Gladstone was by no means 
sustained by the full supjmrt of the Liberal mem- 
bers of the House of Commons. It was then recog- 
nised as an awkward and an inconvenient thing that, 
after all that had liapponcd consecpieiit on the ar- 
rangement at the Reform Club in 1875, ho should 
be sw*e^infr back with torreniial force to his old posi- 
tion as Leader. A ^feeling of loyaUy to Lord Har- 
tington, who had dope the very best possible for 
him in the j^osition to which ho had been unwill- 
ingly summoned, influenced some Liberal members. 
Others wore not absolutely free from sympathy with, 
or apprehension of, the Jingo spirit just then rampant. 

]4r]y in the Session of 1877 Mr. Gladstone tabled 
five resolutions on the Eastern Question. They em- 
bodied an expression of dissatisfaction with the con- 
duct of tho Porte, and u declaration that lentil guar- 
antees on behalf of her subject populations wero 
^ forthcoming, Turkey should bo^deemed to have lost all 
claim to receivS either the material or moral support of 
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the British Crown. Thcf movement was received very 
coldly by the Liberals. Sir John Lubbock gave notice 
that, on the resolutions being moved, he would move 
the previous qu^tion. There was talk •£ a serious 
split in the party, and anxious negotiations were 
carried on. Tlieso itisulted in patching up the breach, 
and when, at tho close oE five nights^ debate, the 
division took place, Mr. Gladstone received t&e 
support of his colleagues on the Front Benc^i, apd 
of the main body of tho Liberal party. But the 
resolutions wero negatived ,by a majority 131 in a 
House of 577 members. • 

This seemed a hopeless struggle. Undeterred, Mr. 
Gladstone foiiglit on. Feeling against him on the 
part of tho nnijority of tlie House mn so high that 
one night in tho Session of 1878, as ho was proceeding 
to record his vote, a mob of Conservative gentlemen 
congregating at tho glass d(|pr in the othey division 
lobby set up a prolonged yell o? execration, distinctly 
heard in tho House, This (^d not cow him, nor did 
bitter attacks in tho newspapers, nor the lukewarm- 
ness of friends make him quail. My purpose,^^ liQ 
said at Oxford, speaking on tho eve of tho Session of 
1878, ^^is day and night, week by week, month by 
month, to counter-work what I believe to be the pur- 
pose of Lord Beaconsfield.” • 

That resolve was finally crowned by the first Mid- 
lothian campaign which opdned in November, 1879. 
The county of Edinburgh was represented by Lord 
Dalkeith, son and heir of tho^Duko of Buccleuch. It 
seemed an impregnable fortrei5fe of Conservatism* If 
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it could be stormed, auytliing else on tlio line oFbattlo 
might surely bo carried. Mr. Gladstone undertook 
the task witli breezy courage and contagious con- 
fidence. ^ llis journey northward partook of the 
character of a triumphal procession. At Carlisle, 
Hawick, Galashiels, wherever the train stopped, the 
gopulace mustered to cheer th(i champion of humanity 
even against Turkey. All Edinburgh seemed to have 
i^rned out in the streets to welcome him, a torch- 
light procession accompanying him on his way to 
Dalmeny, where he became the guest of Lord Itoso- 
bery. He remained in Scotland a fortnight, spejiking 
sometimes twice a day to enormous audiences glowing 
ill the fire of his eloquence. His homeward journey 
was marked by outbursts of popular enthusiasm, even 
of f idler tide than that which greeted him when ho 
set out. 

In therspring of 1880, Lord B'eaconsfield, encouraged 
by success at the poll I’n Southwark aiifd Liverpool, re- 
solved to chance a gent'ral election. The announce- 
ment of the proximate dissolution was the signal for 
'Mr. Gladstone’s once more carrying the fiery cross 
beyond the Tweed. Upon Midlothian was centred the 
inteijests of the general election. Ho won the seat by 
1,579 votes against 1,308 polled by Lord Dalkeith. 
Whei? the final poll of the general election was made 
up it appeared that the new House of Commons was 
composed of 354 Liberals, against 230 Conservatives 
and 02 Home Rulers ; a Liberal majority of 50 over a 
possible combinjition of antagonists. 
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LoiJP BRAOO>jsriELD did not wait for tlio final rofciirns 
from tlio poll botoro admifctingTiis deCeat. Ho plaflBd 
his resignation in tlio liands of Ilor Majesty, and the 
question arose, Who is to succeed him as First Min- 
ister of tho Crown ? Froni rftio point of view there 
Boernod no possibility of diNrersity of answer. Ono 
man single-handed, fighting against enormous odds, 
liad broken down the strength of tho most powerful 
Conserv’ativ’G Ministry of modern times, and on its 
ruins had built up *a massiv'o structure of Liberul 
mnjority. Tho country called aloud for Mr. Glad- 
Btone, and viewed witl| impatience efforts? madp to set 
aside his claims. Tlioso wore ufj^t without justification, 
though they seemed at the timo peculiarly persistent. 
Lord Hartington Avas still nominally the |j(»nder of the 
Liberal parly. He had at groat sacriliee of ])e]*sonal 
inclination come forward at a critical timo and under- 
tiikeii the drudgery of tho Loadership. It was only 
courteous to give? him tho opportunity of dncliiiirf^ the 
task of forming a Ministry. But Avhon Lord Harring- 
ton, in spite, it is understood, of iiuusual pressul’e put 
upon him, shrank from attempting to achieve tho im- 
possible, attention was turned in mnother direction. 
Ijord Granville was ^ent for and invited to form a 
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Jlinistiy. Not loss clearly Ilian Lord Hartliigton I/0 
recognised the inovitabloness of tlie situation, .and 
pointedrtto Mi;. Gladstone as tho only possible Pre- 
mier. Fin^dly came tlie summons to Mr. Gladstone, 
who promptly undertook a task to which ho had 
earlier been called by the voice of an overpowering 
majority of the people. ^ 

When the Ministry was completed, the list pre- 
q^ated an appearance of strength and stability that 
promised a long, honourable, and useful career. Lord 
Granville and Lord Ilartiugton, cordially accepting 
tho situation, resumed their allegiance to tlioir former 
chief, tho one serving the now iMiri’'stry as Foreign 
Secretary, the other as Secretary State for India, 
Mr. Gladstone coupled with the offic.'^ of First Lord of 
the Treasury the duties of Chancellor of tho Exche- 
quer. Sir William Harcourt, preferring not to pursue 
the pathway opened for him wlibn lie was made a Law 
Officer of the Crown, ^became Homo fit^crotary. Mr. 
Childers was Secretary^for Wur. Lord Kimberley 
cared for the Colonics. Lord Northbrook was First 
Lord of tho Admiralty. Mr. Furslt'r was Clili'f Secre- 
tary for Jrela,ud. The Earl of Selborno ])rosidod in 
the Hfouse of Lords as Lord Chancellor. Earl Spen- 
cer was Lord President of ^iie Council. Tho Duke of 
Arg/io and Mr. Bright divided between them the 
posts of Lord Privy Seal and Chancellor of ilio Duchy 
of Lancaster, whoso importanco ai'ose almost exclu- 
sively from the fact that they carried with them seats 
in the Cabinet. . ^ 
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As tlio stirring of tho depths of Radicalism liad had 
much to do with the great triumph at the polls, Mr. 
Gladstone found it necessary to leaven hig Administra- 
tion by material ^rawn from below the gangway. 
The two most prominent members seated in that part 
of the House during* the preceding Parliament were 
Sir Charles Dilke and Mr. Chamberlain. That both 
would have office conferred upon them was regarded 
as a matter of course. It was also the generrf im . 
pression, based upon consideration oE his longer Par- 
liamentary standing, that* Sir Charles Dilke would 
receive tho higher ]m)niotioii. There was some sur- 
prise when it was announced that Mr. Chamberlain at 
a stride took his.* sci t in tho Cabinet as President of 
the Boaid ot Trade, Sir Charles Dilke being con- 
tent with tho post of Under Secretary for Foreign 
AiTairs. ^ 

Other new ’ hmd infir^ed into the Ministry waS con- 
tril)!it('(l by J\lr^ Ilerschell, whd was knighted and 
made Solicitor-General; Mr. /)sborne Morgan, who 
became Jndge-Advocate-Gorieral ; Mr. l^^awcett, Post- 
iiiaster-CiCMicral ; Mr. MumU^lla, Vice-Pi'i-sident of the • 
Council ; whilst among Ihe Under Secretaries for the 
Home Department modestly figured the nam^ of 
Arthur Wellesley Peel, he and the House all un- 
knowing that before many years liad passed he 'should 
prove himself one of the best Speakers that over sat 
in tho Chair. • 
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THE HKADLAUGH pLTGTIT. 

With a well* trimmed sliip, splendidly manned, and 
ijtTe full breeze of popular favour behind it, Mr. 
Gladatone’s second Administration sot out on what 
promised to bo a pleasant and prosperous voyage. 
But before it was war})pd out of dock there befol an 
incident fraught with consequennes which, more than 
anything else, brought about final shipwreck. The 
cloud was at first no bigger than a man's h^nd. Tho 
now Parliament met on the 20th of April, and, Mr, 
Brand having been re-elected Speaker, the process of 
Bwoanng-in Members proceeded. On the third day 
Mr, l^*adlaugh, who had bean elected member for 
Northampton, claimed tho right to niako affirmation 
instead of taking the path. ^J'hat is an aliernative, 
selection of which l)y a mcMnbor in ordinary ciivum- 
Btancos attracts iio notice. Mr. Bi'ight, pr(»seutly 
coming back after re-election, nifide Jillirmatiori as 
his brother and other Mom hers of liis faith luid done. 
Mr. iSradlaugh’s case was notoriously different. He 
admc’ttod himself disqualified from taking the oath 
because he did not believe in the existence of tho 
Deity invoked. u * , 

Had tho Speaker, when privately approached on 
the subject, acceded to the member for Northampton's 
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request and permitted hinf to make affirmation, the 
incident would have escaped the attention of the 
House, the whole course of the Session, and of some 
that succeeded it, wdhld have boon altered. That Mr. 
Bradlaugh was right in his contention was, after years 
of controversy, conceded by the House, which went 
the length of authorising the erasure from its journal 
of a declaration to the contrary. The Speaker 
shrank from taking on himself responsibility in Ithe 
matter. He invited the IIouso to deal with it, and 
on the motion of Lord Fredenck Cavendish, one 
of the minor Ministers whom the absurd rules con- 
trolling the acceptance of office permitted to bo 
present at this juncture, a Select Committee was 
appointed to enquire into the subject. Sir Stafford 
Northcote seconded the motion, and though there 
was somo restiveness displayed by the young Tory 
lions, no serious indicaflon was forthcoming .oS all 
this apparently synplo episode portended. 

A week later, when motion was made to nominate 
the Committee, the breeze began to stir. Sir Heniy 
Wolff, making his first appearance in this memorable 
controversy, moved the previous question, and was 
seconded in a noisy speech by Mr. Stanley Leighton. 
The leaders of tho Opposition still hung back, wliafc 
movement they made was in support of tho Ministry. 
Sir John Holkor, ex- Attorney- Greneral, advised Sir 
Henry Woiff not to proceed with his amendment, 
advice which he showed a disposition to accept. But 
the Irish members no^ took |ip tho running, and 
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a division was forced, tlio motion being carried by a 
considerable majority. 

At' this stage the House, hitherto sheep without 
shepherds, adjourned in order fo complete the re- 
election of Ministers. In this interval the militnut 
party had opportunity of considering a situation, the 
j[)ptQntialitios of which, as affording a means of haras- 
sing the Government, daily grew. The interposi- 

C 

. tion of the Irish members was full of hope. They 
as Catholics would bo impelled to resist to the utmost 
the incursion upon tlie House * of Oommous of an 
avowed ‘Atheist. Amongst Jjibcrals there wore many 
devout men who would shrink even at Mr. Gladstone's 
bidding from supporting the claims of Mr. Bradlangh. 
Right honourable gentlemen on the h’ront Opposition 
Bench were the chief difiiculty, with the kooncr- 
sightod tneticians below the gangway. But if they 
would not move they must be shoved ahead. 

The Committee, by the casting .yoto of the cliair- 
man, decided that Mr. Bradlaugli, not belonging to 
the class of persons who like Quakers and Moravians 
are by law exempt from the necessity of taking the 
oath, might not make affirmation on taking his seat. 

Bradlaiigh met this difficulty by an unexpected 
move. Since the House by the decision of its Commit- 
tee ^bjectod to his making affirmation ho was ready 
to oblige it by taking the oath. 

On tke 21st of May (1880) the House Tesumed its 
sittings, its crowded appearance testifying to. high ex- 
pectation. The empty spaced on the Treasury Bench 
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woro DOW filled up by Ministers duly ro-electcd. Mr. 
B radian gh was observed standing below tlie bar in 
the position assigned to new mcrabors. waiting *to be 
sworn in. The Speaker pronounced the usua! formula. 
Members desiring to take their seats will please 
come to the tablo.^^ Thereupon Mr. Bradlangh strode 
forward. Sir Henry Wolff, who had obtained ^ 
convenient strategic position at the corner of the Front 
Bench below the gangway, sprang to his feet with 
loud cry, “ I object ! The I^puse was filled with 
sudden uproar. Sir Henry Wolff was on his feet on one 
side. Immediately opposite him Mr. Dillwyn^lpstand- 
ing, both gesticulating, whilst at the table stood Mr. 
Btadlaugh with hand ouistretclmd to take tho oath 
Sir Erskine May, them clerk ali tho table, had, in 
the ordinary performance of his duty, advanced to 
tender to him. » 

Mr. Bradlaugh presently witjtdraw^g in obfecfienco 
to instructions Si’oin the Speaker, animated debate 
ensued. Sir Henry Wolff mo'sfed that Mr. Bradlaugh 
bo not allowed to take the oath. Mr. Gladstone now 
interposed, moving as an amendment that the case*’ 
be referred to a Select Committee, with instructions 
to consider and report whether tho House had j».iiy 
right, founded on precedent or othenvise, by a re- 
solution to prevent a duly-elected member from tnjcing 
the oath. Tho progress made since the busineps first 
opened wa® testified to by Sir Stafford Northteoto now 
throwing in his lot with the militant party below 
the gangway. He de*clared his opposition to Mr/. 
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Gladstone’s proposal, and liis readiness to vote with 
Sir Henry Wolff. The debate was adjourned till the 
follownngf Jilenday, when Lord llandolpli Churchill 
inado his^^Crsfc appearance on the scene, creating a 
profound impression by tho vigour wuth which he 
supported Sir Ifcnry Wolff^s motion. On a division 
Gladstone’s proposal for a new Committee was 
carried by 2<S0 against 214 — a signiiicant diminution 
-vff the normal Ministerial majority that inspired the 
now united Opposltiqn to fresh cdTort. 

The ball set rolling* w^as kicked with ineroaslng 
vigour. T’roin tlie Opposition point of view tho con- 
troversy served a double debt to ]Kny. It not only 
harassed tho Government, and sowtnl the seed of dis- 
cord withia its rankft, but by.Hlling up time it ])ro- 
vented the aecomplishinent of those large iini’^ortant 
Ijiboral which Mr. Gladstone, fresh from a 

groat victory at^ho poll, was eager to put forw'ard. 

As will a])poar from this brief iiaw’ativo. Sir Henry 
Wolff was the actual briginator of tho cleverly con- 
ceived and ably engineered cabal. Lord Ilandolph 
Churchill, coming on tlic scene a little later in the day, 
promptly took tho lead. Mr. John Gorst was recruited 
forvi-ctive service, and fortlnvith '^as created — three 
all^told — the historic Fourth Party. Mr. Arthur Hal- 
foui'tolator entered upon a sort of novitiate. Hut ho 
never fully took tho vo^vs, or altogether was one of 
tho Brotherhood. • 

They w’ere ready to liarass tho Government on any 
score, but tho^>Hradlaicgh Question, as the most pro- 
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niislng, was clierisLed witlf iufiuile care and assiduity. 
The second Select Committee nominated Ly Mr. Glad- 
stone came to the conclusion tliat, whilst Mr. Brailaugh 
might not take the* oath, there was no reasin why ho 
should not bo permitted to affirm, assuming the ro- 
s])()nsil)ility of any h^gal consequences that might fol- 
low. Mr. liradlaugh, whose complaisance was illimit- 
able, went back to his original proposal to affirm. On 
his liehalf ]\fr. Labouclicre moved a resolution authoris- 
ing the member for Xorthamploii to make affirmation. 
Oil this the House dobateTl t’.irough two long nights. 
Mr. Bright interposed, makinga ’ owerful and. eloquent 
appeal fur toleration. On the oeeond night Mr. CiJad- 
stono spoke to a crowded and excited Uouso. It was 
known by this time that the Government were in a 
tight place, Earlif'r efforts to obtain full enquiry had 
resulted in significant diminution of their mnjdl’ity on 
the very threshold of the new Parliament. En^piiries 
made by tlio W|jips pointed to tSe conclusion that, if 
Ministers associated themselves with Jlr. Laboucliere's 
motion they would suffer defeat. In this dilemma IMr. 
Gladstone adopted an attitude that grow faniiii.Tj;* 
tliroiijU'h the long-cuntiniied struggle. Wo believe 
it to be our dnty,J^ ho .said, "frankly to offer our^best 
advice in circumstances for wliich wo are in no way 
responsible, and then to leave the matter in the h?iuds 
of the House.” 

This way of putting the* question is* thoroughly 
Understood in the House of Commons. It simply 

means that ordinary* supporters of the Government 

• * , \ 
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are at liberty, in this particular case, to follow their 
personal convictions and inclinations, voting, if tliey 
pleasp, against Ministers without incurring the respond 
sibility oJE imperilling the position of the Government. 
Sir Hardinge Giffard had met Mr. Labouchcro^s motion 
with an amendment declaring that Mr. Bradhiugh bo 
permitted neither to take the oath nor to affirm. 
fShortly after midnight the division was called in a 
Hoikse of over 500 members, strung to a pitch of 
highest excitement. It being a private in ember’s 
motion there was no (jiiestion of the action of the 

Ministerial tellers. Mr. Ijabouchore and the seconder 

« 

of the motion ^^told’^ the Ayes, but it was Mr. Row- 
land Winn and Sir William Dyke, official Whips of the 
Opposition, that led tlie Noes, gathering into the un- 
accustomed lobby some devoutT Liberals, whilst many 
more, stopping short of actual revolt against Mr. 
Gladstone’^' lead, abstained from voting. When the 
paper was handed Mr. Winn in token that the Op- 
position had triumphed there followed a scene of mad 
delight, members of the Opposition actually embrac- 
ing each other in the ecstasy of delight at a turn of 
events in which they had at one blow honoured God 
and stricken Mr. Gladstone. When silence was re- 
stored Mr. Winn read out the figfircs showing that 
230 had voted for the motion and 275 against. Amid 
renefrod cheering Sir Hardinge Giffard’s motion was 
carried without spoken •dissent, and on the journals of 
the House was entered the resolution declaring Mr# 
Bradlaugh incompetent to sit a member. 
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Nearly eleven years* later tlio member for Kortli- 
ampton lay dying in his modest home in Circus Jload, 
Once inore^for the last time, the Kouse of Commqjis was 
agitated by ^Hhe "Bradlaugh Question/^^ IJotion was 
made that the House should expunge from its journals 
the resolution entered in the early days of the great 
Liberal Parliament. It was a hard task to impose. 
Already the House had tacitly admitted its error, aitd 
Mr. Pradlaugh, after hopelessly fighting agaiust*Con- 
eervativG conviction when Mr. Gladstone was in office, 
was permitted quietly to«tako*iiis scat as soon as a 
Conservative majority made possible a Conservative 
Ministry. Since the incoming of Lord Salisbury’s Go- 
vernment, in 1880, Hr. Bradlaiigh, again triumphantly 
re-elected at Northampton, had been accepted as one 
of the most useful and most moderate members of the 
House. That was one thing. It was quite aagtti er 
for the Imperial House nf Commons publicly to ^ut on 
the white sheet and, candle in hand, admit that it was 
in error vrhen, in June, 1880; it had followed the 
leadership of Sir Ilardingo Gillard, posed against Mr. 
Gladstone and Mr. Bright. 

The House of Commons, though prone to be led 
astray by passion and prejudice, is, in the end, ever 
jnst and gencroife. Without a dissentient vot?, it 
agreed to the expunging of the resolution; seme 
who had prominently supported it generously rlgret- 
*ting that ^at the hour the d(»eiaion took effect Death 
had Mr. Bradlaugh in too close grip for him to learn 
the glad tidings. « 
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Between those two dates, iSSO and 1891, a groat 
deal happened, giving prorninonce to Mr. Bradlaugh 
and hii claim to represent Northampton in the House 
of Commons. Beaten in tlio Courts of Law, the pre- 
cincts of the House of Commons barred against him, 
ho came up time after time, was thrice heard at the 
bar and once forcibly thrust forth from the Lobby of 
tho House. Mr. Gladstone persisted in his attitude 
of ncfn-official connection Avitli tho matter. When divi- 
sions were taken he voted in the sense that governed 
the final conclusion of tfio House. But as he pointed 
out, in tlvs matter ho was clearly not Leader, and he 
relegated to Sir Stafford Northcote the duty of leading 
the House whenever the Bradlaugh business came 
up. 

When tho record of his long and busy life comes to 
be^sciidied by posterity, there will surely bo nothing 
that iridounds with fuller forci, to his credit than his 
attitude and action this pitiful controversy. For 
a man of his dovotional^habits, his strong, ever-present 
faith in God, it must have been not without pained 
effort that lie ranged himself on the side of an avowed 
Atheist. It chanced that tho Atheist in this par- 
ticular quarrel had truth and justice on his side j and 
for truth and justice Mr. Gladstone has always been 
ready to fight against any odds. Deserted by some 
of the most esteemed of his followers, beaten over and 
over again ‘in the divisicfn-lobby, with Lord. Randolph 
Churchill and Sir Henry Wolff avowed and accepted 
champions of Christianity, hc,»fightiiig on tho other 

A I 
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Sale, contributed to tlio rebun-on t dounto soino of the 
finest speeches the llouse had listened to even from 
his lips. ^ • 

In 1883 tho Oovornment mado ono tdesperato 
attcjinjit to put an cud to a controversy which, dili- 
gently fed, cloggeJ the wheels o[ public business, 
and slowly but surely umlcnuined the? authority of 
Government. A Bill was brought in, extending the 
conditions under wliich a man might claim to mahe 
af&rination. On the second reading Mr. Gladstone 
delivered a speech, the ofteetof which was seen in the 
division-lobby. I have no fear of Atheism in this 
llouse/^ he said, in a concluding passage. Truth is 
tho expression of tho Divine mind, and, however 
little our fei'blo vision may bo able to discern tho 
imrans by which God may pi’ovido for its preservation, 
wo may Icav^e the matter in Ills hands, and wrelfla^be 
sure that a firm and ccAiragcous application of •c^ very 
principle of equity and of justicoTs the best method we 
can adopt for tho prcservatioi)#and influence of truth. 

I must painfully record my ojiinion that grave injury 
has been done to religion in many minds — not in in^^ 
structed minds, but in those which are ill-instructed 
or partially instructed, and which have largo clainis on 
our consideration — in consequence of steps which have, 
unhappily, been taken. Great mischief has been done 
in many minds through the resistanc5 offered to a man 
elected by the constituency of Northampton, wliich a 
portion of tho people believe to bo unjust.^ When 
they see tho professiod of religion, and the interest of 
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religion, ostensibly assoc izttcd * with what they aro 
deeply convinced is injustice, they aro led to questions 
about i^eligi on itself. Unbelief attracts a sympathy 
which it lyould not otherwise enjoys and the upshot is 
to impair those convictions and that religious faith, 
the loss of which I believe to bo ftie most inexjDrossiblo 
calamity which can fall either upon a man or upon a 
nation.’* 

This great speech very nearly won tlie day. Up to 
the last it was thought the second reading of the Bill 
would bo carried. l?ut when all wore ^^told” tho 
paper w’as again handed to Mr. Ttowland Winn in token 
of the further triumph of intolerance. Ayes to tho 
right, 2S9; Noes to tho left, 292.” Only a majority of 
three. But it served, and Mr. Gladstone, finally rc- 
tiringfrom the conflict, left it to a Conservative Ministry, 
wifit '^arge majority at tlicir back, in future years to 
consent to the quiet seating of Mr. Bradlaugh as 
member for Nortbaiftpton, ^ 
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The Foiirtli Party, having tasted blood, wore not in- 
clined to withdraw from the hunt, were ratlier prone 
to pursue it with added zest. In ordinary ca*ses a 
Government is fronted by a regular Opposition of 
more or less j^ersonal ability and numerical force. It 
was Mr. Gladstone/s ill-fortune, developed in the 
earliest days of his second Adnpnistration, to be 
faced by not one Opposition, but four. There was 
the regular Opposition led by Sir Stafford Northcote. 
There was the Fourtli Part}'’ led by Lord Randolph 
Churchill ; there were the Irish members lecMSJ^^r. 
Parnell; and there weto sections of liis own -party, 
captained by various individuals In succession, enjoy- 
ing in common tiie conviction ^that they knew a great 
deal better than their titular leader, and could manage 
Imperial and Parliamentaiy business with greatoj^ 
advantage to the State. 

Of all, the Fourth Party, numerically the smallest, 

was the most dangerous, and through tho lifo oi the 

Parliament wrought more harm to Mr. Gladstone than 

did any other. Wo have seen how*»thoy enguleered 

the Bradlaugh difficulty, compelling Sit Stafford 

Northcote and his colleagues on tho Front Bench, 
... . • * 
in opposition to theis earlier inclinations and oon« 
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victious, to fall in lino Goliind tlioin. Whatever 
might be the business the Goverment took in hand, 
whetlif^r it related to foreign affairs or home topics, 
the Fourtfh Party settled upon it* with mischievous 
intent. Their industry was inexhaustible, their 
resources boundless. In the duYlest intervals one of 
tlj.e three was certain to be found at his post, I’eady, if 
opportunity chanced, to put a spoke in the (Jovern- 
incn^ wheel. On field-nights they mustered their 
full number, playing into each other’s hands with 
a skill and audacity that charmed an assembly always 
ready to be amused. 

Not the least attractive feature in the entertain- 
ment was the impartial manner wilh which the Fourth 
Party, having belal)cured Mi\ Glndstono, turned to 
browbeat Sir Stafford Northcoto. The worm will 
turn aii' last^ and one night the IFoiiso %vas delighted 
by Sir Stafford, the mildo'st-inannered man who 
ever fought in the^political arenn, {uriiiug upon his 
tormentors below' the gangway, and describing fjord 
Randolph Churchill as playing the j)art of bonnet” 
•in a game led by the Goveriunent. ^J’liat w^as an 
exceptional remonstrance, WTung from his lips under 
direct provocation. What hcippiuied as a rule was, 
that Sir Stafford Northcoto and his colleagues on tho 
Froi^t Bench, including the two statesmen scornfully 
described by Lord Randolph as Jlarshall and Snol- 
grove,” after betraying a disposition to tread more 
beaten tracks of Opposition, were hustled into following 
the Fourth Party in th^u? scanrlpcr across the country. 
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V/lien they showed sigus revolt, Lord Eandolpli 
cracked tlie whip and they canio to lieel. In the 
Session of 1883, ho published a sort of nianifesfe), in 
which he called upon Lord Salisbury to javo tho 
country by taking on himself tlio more vigorous 
leadership of tho Co?iservatlvo party. If he were 
indisposed to coino forward. Lord Randolph more 
than lihited tho difficulty irifdit bo met from other 
sources. But he would have none of the bourgeois 
placemen, hoiiourablo Tadi)()Ies, hungry Tapers, Irish 
lawyers^’ who compose tho body of third-rate 
statesuicn such as were good enough to fill •subord- 
inate oflices while LordBcaconstield ,Avas alive.’^ 'J'ho 
member for Woodstock, then verging on the mature 
ago of tliirty-fonr, was dismayed at ^^the series of 
neglected oppoi-tuuities, pusillanimity, combativenoss 
at wrong moments, vacillation, dread of resp;>KSToil- 
ity, repression and dis(?ouragement of hardwoTiking 
followers, collnsiqns w itli tlic Govehimcnt, hankerings 
after coalition, jealousies, comgjouplaccs, and want of 
perception on the part of tho former lieutenants of 
Lord Beaconsfield.^^ ^ 

Thus did the Leader of the Fourth Party, with 
inpariial hand, check tho jubilation with which ryjht 
honourable gentlemen on tho Front Opposition Bench 
watched his lively sallies upon the Government citadel. 

It must be admitted that Mr. Gladstone was\im- 
sclf largely responsible for briirging about the state 
of things by which he and his Government were the 
chief sufferers. Ho, more than anyone else, assisted 
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to make tko reputation o£ *Lord Randolph ChurcliilK 
Had Mr. Disraeli been in liis position, he would have 
acted ^ he ^id in the not dissimilar circumstances of 
the dny, when Lord Cranborne, afterwards Marquis 
of Salisbury, sat below the gangway and warned the 
House of Commons that ^^if they borrowed their 
political ethics from the ethics of a political adventurer 
they might depend upon it the whole of their re- 
presentativo institutions would crumble beneath their 
feet.” Mr. Dismeli sat with folded arms and far-away 
look in his eyes, as if ho were the last person in the 
world concerned in this tirade. That is not au 
attitude encouraging to persistent attack, and so 
Lord Cranbome found it. Tt was one impossible 
for Mr. Gladstone to assume. When Lord Raudolph 
Churchill spoke at him he listened with almost pained 
intentn^ss, , frequently interrupted with retort or 
corrections. Almost inevitatly, when the brilliant 
and audacious free-lance had resumed his scat, the 
Premier rose to reply/ With a man of Lord Ran- 
dolph’s sterling capacity and born Parliamentary 
••aptitude this is all that was needed to give him a 
position in the House of Commons. 

TJhe Fourth Party were ready to ^ttack the Govern- 
ment on all points. There was one on which they 
were^ specially effective. It is one of tho traditions 
of English political life, more or Jess strictly observed, 
that Ministers shall nbt bo hampered by party spirit 
when administering their foreign policy. At certain 
stages foreign policy of eburse, be made the sub* 
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ject for debate and even oi censure. Bnt the field is 
one in which partizanship must yield to patriotism. 
Whilst this principle was applicable to lex-Ministers 
seated on the Front Opposition Bench, priVh»te mem- 
bers below the gangway were, if they pleased, free 
from its supervision. Lord Randolph Churchill and 
his mei’ry men might nightly harass the Government 
with questions upon their foreign relations, or might 
from time to tinio move resolutions raising inconve- 
nient debate. That was no affair of right hon. gen- 
tlemen on the Front Opposition Bench. They were, 
indeed, hampered by the fact that trouble in" Afghan- 
istan and in South Africa, whiclf early beset Mr. 
Gladstone, arose directly out of acts and engagements 
perfonned by them whilst they were in office. Lord 
Randolph Churchill, Sir Henry Wolff, and Mr. Gqyst 
wore no such shackles. It is not improbable tC^ the 
opportunity of incidentally emphasising in course of 
debate the errors and incompetencies of their own 
esteemed leaders when in office lent fresh zest to the 
pursuit of their successors struggling in the meshes 
inherited. ^ 

One of the incidents in Lord Beaconsfield’s hanker- 
ing after '^a scientific frontier ” to the north of JOur 
Indian Empire was the Trefity of Gandamak, signed 
on the 5th of May, 1870, wdth the Ameer of Afg^ian- 
istan. By this engagement (Jrcat Britain undertook 
to pay thd Ameer £00,000 a year, supporting him 
against any foreign enemy with money, arms, and 
men. The only foreign enemy possible was Russia^ 
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who was by this Conventioif fondly supposed to have 
received a serious cliock at the hands of the great 
British* state^rnan. In consideration of the bribe, 
Yakoob I^ian, Ameer at the tifne, consented to 
receive a British envoy in residence at Cabul, and 
to meet Lord Beacoiisficld’s vieWs in the matter of 
thp, scientilic frontier. 

There followed in rapid succession the massacre at 
Cabul of Louis Cavagnari find his helpless staff ; the 
fresh occupation of Cabul by British troops; the de- 
position of Yakoob Klian ; the whole of Afghanistan 
up in arms, at least three cliieftaiiis figliting for the 
Crown. Scai'cely bad the Liberal Governmout settled 
down to work, when news came of the defeat of Brit- 
ish forces in Afghanistan, tho rout at ]\Iaiwand, and 
the flight of the remnant of the forces to find doubt- 
ful relfrgo ,in Kandaliar. Next it was known that 
Ayoub Khan, following up life trhtmph at Maiwaiid, 
was boleag^ueriug Ivandahar with forces tliat hope- 
lessly overmastered its thttlc garrison. 

Obviously this was a state of tilings for wKich Mr. 
•Sladstone and his Govern oient had no ros])onsibility. 
It was, in fact, the legacy of a policy which, when in 
Opposition, he had vigoiwsly fought. Speaking at 
Edinburgh in 1884, he said: ‘‘A. long series of 
illustrious statesmen in the office of Governor- 
General, including in one case at least — perhaps 
in more— a Tory i^Latesman, tho exceUont Lord 
Mayo, laboured with an unwearied patience to efface 
*inemory ^of'the ^f^rmer error and the former 
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crime, and to build up relations of peace and 
amity with the bravo mountaineers of Afghanistan. 
But under the policy of the two last y^ars Lord 
Beacoiisfield’s GovSmment this was all revised ; and 
by an undertaking which, I think, united criminality 
and folly in a higher ^degree than any undertaking in 
my recollection, the United Kingdoiu of Afghanistan 
wa*^ broken to pieces; its valleys were deluged with 
blood, its people were again provoked into hatred of 
Englanil ; and if anything could by possibility have 
effectually promoted that supposed ambition of Bussia 
— if anything could have made the ambition ©f Bussia 
re«illy lorinidable — it was undoubtedly the chance of 
throwing the people of Afghanistan by our hostile 
measures into the arms of the Emperor.^^ 

That liad been his view of the situation set forth 
whilst the seed was being sown which b|pss^ined in 
the battle of Maiwand. ^ut the British public do not 
look too closely ^nto cause and effect, more especially 
when thi^ matters at issue relate to foreign policy. 
Under Mr. Gladstone’s Premiership, British arms in 
India had suffered a cru^hlng defeat, and, in somcL 
measure insensibly, certamly effectively, Mr. Glad- 
stone and his Government were regarded as respons- 
ible for the reverse. Nor did they profit by the 
brilliant ► success of Sir Frederick lloborts in his 
famous march on Kandahar. That^ was all to the 
credit of the General and the ’Bl'itish army' who had, 
not for the first time in history, come to the rescue of 
a beldited, incompetent Ministr ^ 
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Darker and more pernfanent in its effect was the 
cloud rising in South Africa which fell over the still 
youn|,' Govefnment. Majuba Hill, like Maiwand, was 
a direct i^esult of the policy of thb preceding Govern- 
ment, against which Mr. Gladstone had in vain lifted 
up his voice. In 1877, at a timt* when the Jingo fever 
was at its height, Sir Theophilus Shepstone was sent 
out by Lord Carnarvon to enquire into the condition 
of affairs in the Transvaal Republic. Sir Theophilus, 
not unmindful of Lord Carnarvon’s cherished dream of 
South African Confedejntibn under the Britisli Crown, 
promptly settled the Boers’ business by hoisting 
the British flag i^ their territory. As Mr. Gladstone 
described it at the time, ^‘tho Government annexed 
the Transvaal territory, inhabited by a free European, 
Christian, and Republican community, which they 
though!: p:roper to bring within the limits of a Mon- 
archy, although out of 8,000 'persons in that Republic 
qualified to vote u]‘)on the subject, we were told that 
6,500 protested against it.” 

In vain deputations from the Boers came over to 
.England and in the home of liberty pleaded for 
deliverance from this act of high tyranny. They 
found in Mr. Gladstone an eloquent, but at the time 
powerless, advocate. Is it not wohderf ul,” he, speak- 
ing in the Midlothian Campaign that preceded the 
general election, asked, to those who are freemen, 
and whose fathers had been freemen, Tind who hope 
that their children will be freemen, and who consider 
that freedom is an* essential condition of civil life, 
and that without it ‘you can have nothing great an<^ 
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nothing noble in political ^ciety — that we are led by 
an Administration, and led, I admit, by Parliament, 
to find ourselves in Ibis position, that we are to Unarch 
upon another body*oi‘ frcomon, and against^ their will 
to subject them to de.S})otic Goverumeiit ? 

But the thing was Aono, and wlien three months later 
Mr. Gladstone came into j^ower he fonrd the Transvaal 
seething with a sense ol‘ the wrong done to it. Looked 
back upon with the advantage of full knowledge of 
subsequent events, it would obviously have been better 
for all parties had Mr. flladstone, on coming into 
ofUco, carried into elT(3ct ilio opinions expressed when 
111 opposition. There would have been an outburst of 
angry Jingo feeling and much talk in music halls and 
cutlory-maiiufacturing towns of trailing the British 
flag in the dust/' Tfiat all came in duo time, witli 
much else far more damaging. It must, ^ow^ v er^e 
remembered tliat it is afl axiom of British statesjman- 
ship that foj’cigii peJicy is coutihuous. Ministries 
mayteome and ^Ministries may^o, but the attitude of 
Great Britain towards foreign Powers and States must 
remain bound by whatever treaties or engagomentg 
have been entered upon. 

The Gladstone Government continued to hold the 
Transvaal liepublic in the bonds fastened upon it 
by the Boacousfield Administration. Before the new 
Government had been in power nine months the 
Transvaal •was up in arms add* declared itself once 
more a Bepublic. Shots were fired at Potchefstrom. 
Colonel Anstriither, marching Pretoria, was faced 

* H 2 
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by a body of Boers wtose deadly riflos in ten 
minutes emptied the saddles of forty oflBcera. Ingogo 
followed swiftly on Langes Nek. Then came Majnba 
Hillj and ^he spectacle of British troops fleeing before 
the advance of a body of Boer farmers. This was 
even worse than Maiwand, andj following close upon 
that disaster, gave a final check to the wave of popular 
enthusiasm that a few months earlier had carried Mr. 
Gladstone into power. lie and his colleagues were 
no more responsible for Majuba Hill than they were 
for Maiwand. As has been shown, they had, on the 
contrary, done all men could do to defeat the policy 
that led up to theso battlefields. I’Ley were at worst 
unlucky. But ill luck is the unpardonable sin with 
an Administration. 

Wh^it followed on Majuba filled the cup of bitterness 
the British^ public had twice had presented to it through 
the yet brief term of the new Goverumont^s exist- 
ence. There was still a third trial in store. Mr. 
Gladstone has, in aicfew sentences, described the 
situation at the time Sir Evelyn Wood found him- 
'ielf at the head of overwhelming reinforcements, 
and Cape Town was jubilant at the expectation of 
seeding the Boers brought to book. When in oppo- 
sition we had,^' he said, declared that in our judg- 
men;b the attempt of the Administration then in power 
to put down the people of the ^'ransvaal, to extinguish 
ttieir freedom, and toP annex them against +heir will to 
England, was a scandalous and disastrous attempt. 
When we go^ into office, we 'wore assured by all the 
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local agents of the Britisli Goycrnment — and I have 
no doubt they spoke^ in honour and sincerity — that 
the people of the Transvaal had change^ their Aiinds, 
and were perfectly coutcntod to be annexed to the 
British Empire. That made it our duty to pause for a 
while, and for a shorffwhilo, accordingly, we did pause. 
However much we had opposed the previous Govegi- 
ment, it was our duty not to make changes without 
good and sufRcioiit cause. But before we had been 
very long in office, the people of the Transvaal rose in 
arms, and sliowed us prcffcy well what their feelings 
and intentions were. They obtained several «ucces8e8 
over the limited body of British tr(jops then in South 
Africa. We felt it was an absolute duty, under 
those circumstances, to* reinforce, our military power 
in that region ; and wo sent a force to South Africa 
which would unquestionably have been suffi,((»i«:kb to de- 
feat any power that th^ Dutch Burghers could during 
into the field against us. But the* Boers asked us for 
an accommodation. What is ^lled the Jingo party 
was horribly scandalised because we listened to that 
application. Wo had got our forces there ready k) 
chastise them. We might have shed their blood, we 
might have laid prostrate on the field hundreds, j)Os- 
sibly thousands, of that small community, and then 
we should have vindicated the reputation of this 
country, according to that creed of the’ particular party. 
Having undoubted power in bur hands, we thou^t 
that the time to be merciful is when you are, strong. 
We were strong ; we«ccmld afford to be merciful. We 
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entered into arrangements with the Transvaal, and the 
Transvaal recovered its indepcnjlence/^ 

When the' terms of tho armistice agreed upon 
between Pir Evelyn Wood were announced in the 
House of Commons, tho Fourth Party were frantic 
with indignation. Lord Randolph Churchill could 
sesroely find parliamentary ]')hi*ases in which to de- 
nounce the conduct of a Minister who had thus 
dishonoured England, and betrayed our countrymen 
at the Cape. Mfiny j^oars later Lord Randolph 
visited South Africa, spent some time in the Trans- 
vaal, and made himself personally acquainted with the 
existing state of things. He Imd the courage and the 
generosity publicly to admit that in 1881 ho had been 
wrong, and Mr. Gladstone had been right. Looking 
uppn the whole transaction free from prejudice and 
with fulil^N knowledge, ho saw in the action of the 
GladS'tone Government, following on Majuba, not an 
act of degradation, but an outcome pi statesmanship 
inspired by the loftie.lt motives, calculated to raise 
England still higher in the eyes of the civilised world. 

That was very good and very true for tho year 1892. 
But in the year 1881, the Fourth Party, in the House 
of Commons and out of it, taunted JMr. Gladstone with 
having betrayed and dishonoured the country, sedu- 
lously fanning the breeze of unpopularity already chill- 
ing enthusiasm on the Treasury Bench. 
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Perhaps the most notable thing in Mr. Gladstone’s 
second Administration is that he, a man of peace, his 
foreign policy broadly based on the principle of ’non- 
intervention, should have suffered continuously from 
foreign complications. Jlardly had the murmurs 
round the Transvaal capitulation begun to die away 
than there arose trouble in a fresh quarter^ — trouble 
that lasted to the end, and faced Mr. Gladstone once 
more when, in 1892, he again assumed the Leadership 
of the House of Commons. 

As in Afghanistan and South Africa, thq^V®culties 
of the Gladstone Government in Rgypt were a legacy 
from their predecessors. It was' Lord Beaconsfield 
who had intervened in Egypt, jpining in a co-partner- 
ship with Prance whicli proved unworkable, engend- 
ering irritation that more than once threatened Ope^i 
rupture. As early as 1875 Mr. Disraeli made the 
first dazzling stroke in the Anglo-Egyptian policy 
by the purchase of the Khedive^s shares in the Suez 
Canal. Close upon this followed the dispatch of Mr. 
Stephen Cav^ on a mission of enquiry into the state 
of Egyptiadu finance. Ismail Pacha, with an eye to a 
fresh loan, had invited the British Government to 
send out a capable authority. ^ It was no particular 
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business of Gireat Britain of of the Government wbiob 
administered its affairs. But the proposal was very 
popular in thp City, and the Government selected for 
the post o^e of their own colleagu^js. It is true that 
on under talking the special mission Mr. Cave resigned 
the office of Judge Advocate-Getieral. That, indeed, 
wa^ inevitable. He was nevertheless a confidential 
emissary of the British Government, carrying with him 
the authority of an ex-Minister. 

The rest followed with regular steps. Mr. Cave 
having • returned and ’reported, Mr. Rivers Wilson, 
Controller of the National Debt Office, was sent out to 
advise the Khediye. A joint mission, arranged by 
French and English bondholders, repaired to Cairo. 
In 1870, Ismail, growing suspicious of the toils closing 
round him, asserted his independence, brought back 
Nubar IV.'ijja from exile, and shortly after dismissed 
him, packing off with him MA Rivers Wilson and M. 
Blignieres, the English and French Ministers imposed 
upon him. This was t(^ much for the allied Powers. 
They drove Ismail from his throne and his palaces, 

, placed his son Tewfik on the throne, reinstated their 
joint Ministers, and proposed to govern Egypt for the 
Egyptians. 

Such was the state of affairs when the Gladstone 
Ministry came into power at the end of April, 1880. 
"We found the ‘Khedive upon the throup,^^ says Mr. 
Gladstone. We found a solemn engagement from 
the British Government to maintain him on the 
throne.^^ The value 6f this pledge was soon tested. 

i . < * AO 
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Barly in January, 1888, an identical Note was 
addressed to the Khedive by the British and French 
Governments, avowing their determination ta ward 
off by united effoft all causes of external or internal 
complication which might menace the regime estab- 
lished in Egypt. Since Tcwfik was placed on the 
throne, there had grown up a national party in Jlgypt 
which fretted under what was known as the Dual 
Control. In June, riot broke out in the streets of 
Alexandria. There was a brisk flight of Europeans 
out of Egypt. The Ivhedive was removed to 
Alexandria and there set up his trembling Court. 
Gambetta, one of the sponsors of ^ the Dual Control, 
was out of office. His successor, M, de Freycinet, 
was opposed to active interference in the internal 
affairs of Egypt. Tfie national party in Egypt had 
found their leader in Arabi Pacha, who, }r ^ing been 
forced upon the Khedive in the position oS War 
Minister, began to place Alexandria in a position to 
resist the encroachments of foreign Powers. On the 
10th of July, Sir Beatichamp Seymour, in command 
of the British fleet, handed in an ultimatum^ 
announcing that unless the forts at Alexandria 
were surrendered the fleet would open fire upon 
them. The notice expired at seven o’clock on the 
morning of July 11th, and punctually on the stroke 
of the hour the war-ships thunderfed. The f’rench 
fleet, whi(^ in outward and ’visible sign of the Dual 
Control -had been sharing sentinel duty with the 
British ships, steamed away j3ilt of sjght, in osten- 



J32 * MR. GLADSTONE. 

f ^ 

^tious notification that it would have nothing to do 
with the business. 

t 

The® Egyptian guns, though of fine calibre, well 
mounted a^d well served, could not long withstand 
the fire or the eight ironclads and five gunboats 
which formed the British fleet.*' The fortifications 
we£A^ abandoned. Arabi withdrew with his forces 
inland, and for two days Alexandria was given up to 
rapine, finally stamped out by a force of British blue- 
jackets and marines. Arabi entrenched himself near 
Tel-el-Kebir, whither fio-Avas followed by Sir Garnet 
Wolseley.* At dawn on the morning of September 13ih 
the little British ar,my stole upon the Egyptian camp, 
carrying their first line of defence at tho point of the 
bayonet. In half an hour it was all over. Arabics 
chsmce was gone, .and he a prisoner. Cairo, which had 
been helG-£;)r Arabi, was taken without a struggle. 
Tewfik was escorted back to his palace, and the 
occupation of Egypt by the British actually com- 
menced. • 

Whilst British troops were barracked at Cairo and 

b Alexandria, and a British fleet guarded the waterways 

of Egypt, a pretty fiction was maintained at the 

Porejgn Office, that England had really nothing to do 

with Egyptian affairs save to perform the policeman^s 

part and keep order in the streets of Cairo. The 

Soudan, long in revolt against Egyptian rule, was in 

1882 in full rebellioiT \inder the influenoe of the 
** 

Mahdi. The Egyptian Government placed Hicks 
Pacha, an English office^ in dbmniand of a motley 
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army^ and sent him to meet the Malidi. lie got no 
further than KasLgci^ where he fell fighting, his army 
annihilated. The news ran through the^ Soudam with 
that miraculous coferity peculiar to Eastern communi- 
ties. The whole country was aflame. Khartoum, 
Sinkat, and Tokar,* towns garrisoned by Egyptian 
troops, were bele;igured by the Mahdi^s forces. ^5?^" 
ber, Dongola, and Kassala Avere threatened. Appeals 
were made to Lord (xrauville for advice and assist- 
ance. But the Home Government were in aknost as 
difficult a place as the garriso4i*at Khartoum. France 
watched every nioveincnt in Egypt with angry sus-* 
pioion. Worse still, there was a i^trong body of the 
Ministerial party in the House of Commons who 
resented the continued occupation of Egypt, and 
would have gone into open revolt had active opera- 
tions at this time been extended to the Ivin* 

Advice Lord Granville gave, recommending the 
Egyptian Goveriimcmt to abandon all territory south 
of Wady Haifa. But as for tnoney and troops — God 
bless you ! — ho had none to give. Her Majesty^s 
Government,^' the Foreign Secretary wrote in a d«s- • 
patch dated 30th December, “ has no intention of em- 
ploying British or Indian troops in the Soudan." ^ The 
Egyptian Government, thus left to themselves, did 
nothing. The Malidi did much, his power increasing 
every day, the position of the beleaguered garrisons 
growing more critical. * • 

At length Lord Granville, insisting that the Soudan 
should be abandoned*, proposed to ^send a British 
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officer to Khartoum to make arraugements for the 
faturo Government of the country and the withdrawal 
of the garrispns. The post being offered to General 
Grordon, he promptly accepted it, and, as swiftly as a 
dromedary' could carry him, made his way to Khar- 
toum, whore he was known of old, having worked in 
thg^,§pudan for three years, engaged in battling with 
the slave trade. 'I"ho population of Khartoum received 
him with wild enthusiasm. For a while it seemed 
that confidence in his hold over the Soudanc'se would 
be justified, and that liis work would be accomplished 
•without bloodshed. Meanwhile, Baker Pacha, who 
had set out to fight the Mahdi’s lieutenant, Osman 
Digna, and relieve the garrison at Suakim, was routed 
at Teb. Later came news that Tewfik Pacha, making 
a sortie from Sinkat, had been cut to pieces, scarcely 
a man ofCss famished garrison left to tell the tale. 

These events forced the hank of the British Govern- 
ment, pricking the Bladder in which rattled their pro- 
test that they had nothing to do with the Soudan. 
Admiral Hewitt assumed supreme command in the 
V Sosidan^ and General Graham marched on Trinkitat 
with a British force four thousand strong. Every 
inch^of the ground was disputed by^the Arabs under 
Osman Digna. At one time it seemed that Graham 
and his gallant army would be treated even as Hicks 
Pacha and his Egyptians had been. Advancing on 
Osman Digna encamped* at Tamanieb, the British fell 
into an ambuscade. The Arabs dashed over their 
square like th^Atlan\}if Jin a dtcm sweeps a ship’s 
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^eck. For a wkile it seemed that all was lost. But 
the temporarily swamped square reformed. The 
second square came to its assistance.^ The t&jabs 
wore beaten off, an^ Osman Digna was driven further 
into the desert. ^ 

Meanwhile the Government at home were attacked 
with no less bitterness than wore the squares of 
British soldiers, specks in the desert of the Soudan. 
Immediately on news of the fall of Sinkat reaching 
London, votes of censure wore moved in tho Lords by 
the Marquis of Salisbur/, and in the Commons by 
Sir Stafford Northcote. For a whole week the battle 
raged in the Commons, and when a ^division was taken 
only 311 mustered for the defence of the Government 
against 292 voting with the Opposition. Thus was 
the Ministerial majority reduced to 19. A month 
later there was another vote of censure, Labou- 
chere joining Lord Randolph Churchill in attacking 
the Ministerial policy in Egypt. ' There had been a 
Saturday sitting in order to njake some progress with 
sadly-delayed Supply. The battle raged till sis: o^clock 
on Sunday morning, when the majority for the Minj[s- , 
try jras further reduced to 17. 

Anxiety about^the position of General Gordon at 
Khartoum grew. He had evidently caught a Tartar. 
Going out to Khartoum to administer affairs in the 
Soudan, he was shut up within the town, the J\fahdi's 
men massed in invulnerable Ifelt around him. On the 
I7th of May Lord Granville directed the Chargi 
d'Afiaires at Cairo to inform G6rdon that as the plan 
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for the evacuation of Khartoum had been abandoned; 
and as no aggressive operations against the Mahdi 
were ^oonten^plated, he should consider how best to 
remove himself and his garrison frbm Khartoum. At 
this time, as Mr. Gladstone has testified, there was 
no endenco available by the GoViH'imient that Gordon 
wqgjjl^anger within the walls of Khartoum. 'MVe 
beli6ved,^^ Mr. Gladstone said, '^and I think we had 
' r^^on to believe from his own expressions, that it 
was in the power of General Gordon to remove him- 
self and those immediately associated \vith him from 
Khartoum by going to the south. Guiiciral Gordon 
said himself, speaking of it as a thing distinctly within 
his own power, that ho would in certain contingen- 
cies withdraw to the Equator. From the unhajipy 
interruption of the telegraph we did not know, and 
could n(7t^stimate, the relations which General Gor- 
don ttiay have formed with others than those who 
were immediately associated with his own party.^^ 

As the days passed asnd resembled each other inas- 
much as they brought no news from Gordon, public 
attxiety deepened. On the eve of the Prorogation in 
August, 1884, though the Government still clu]jg to 
the jpxpression of belief that there was no necessity for 
an expedition to relieve Gordon, they wore careful to 
obtain a vote to cover tbe expenditure should it appear 
liecessary. Conviction of the urgency of the case 
seems to have grown apace. On the 5th o£ August a 
vote had been asked for explicitly as a matter of pre- 
caution. Two days laterj as Mr. Gladstone has^'tos- 
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tified — on the 7th oJ Adjust by telegram ai^d on 
tlie 8tli of August in a full and detailed paper — ^in- 
structions sent by the Secretary for Warden thef)art of 
the Government \^re despatched to Egypt. From 
that moment/^ Mr. Gladstone says, military prepara- 
tions were never rela«;ed. The operations were continu- 
ous. I believe it would not be found possible to itf^^ that 
f]*om that date forward any delay that coiild be 

avoided occurred. While our preparations were being 
• • • . ‘ ’I?' 

made we did think the eviden(*e reached a point whifiji 

showed that a movomcTit fdl’ward was necessary. 
Tliat movement forward was directed, I thhik.abbut 
the 2Grd of August, and either on that date or immedi- 
ately after, General Lord Wolseloy undertook the com- 
mand of the expedition to Egy 2 )t.’^ 

On the 28th of Jahuary, 188"), Sir Charles Wilson 
arrived at Kliavtomii with a rescue party, to, tmd them- 
selves too late. Two da^s earlier the citadel had follen . 
^nd amongst the slain was the gallant Gordon. 
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THE PENJDEn INCIDENT. 
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As if Egypt were not burden enough for a Govem- 
mdStF to carry, trouble threatened on the Afghan 
frontier. As the result of patient negotiation, a 
Commission had been appointed for the delimitation 
of the Afghan frontier. .Whilst the work of the 
Commission was quietly going forward, news came 
of an event delicately referred to in Parliament- 
ary debate as the Ponjdeh incident. On tho 16th of 
March, 1884, an agreement had boon entered into 
between British and Russian Cgmmissioners covenaut- 
ing that providing the Afghans did not advance or 
attack, the Russian Wops \iroald remain quiescent. 
On the Doth of March tho Russians advanced on 
Penjdeh, and after a bloody battle drove out the 
Afghans. * 

This news reached London on tho 9 th of April, and 
icreated something like a panic. In view of British 
engagements to the Ameer, entered into by Lord 
Beftconsiield’s Government, this arsault was equiva- 
l^t to an act of war. England, as we have seen, had 
pledged herself to support the Ameer against any 
foreign enemy with motley, arms, and men. Here was 
the foreign enemy in active work, and*the Ameer 
would look to EngVind for fulfilment of its solemn 
engagement. * Therg npas panic on the Stock Ez« 
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dbtmge, consternation at Vi 'stmiDster. A Cabinet 
Cotmcil was hastily summoned and sat up to the mo- 
ment at which public business commenced #i the 
House of Commoirs. Members assembled found the 
Treasury Bench teiiantless as far as its chiefs were 
concerned. Sir Wflliam Harcourt entered shortly 
after half past four, but Mr. Gladstone still taisn^d. 
Sir Stafford Northcote sat in his place on the other 
side of the table, obviously primed with momentous 
questions as to the truth of the rumours that darkened 
the air. Sir William Harcourt* was on his feet, mak- 
ing some observations with obvious intent to keep the 
field open till the Premier should .arrive, when Mr. 
Gladstone hurriedly entered. Amid breathless silence 
he stated the facts as far as tliey had reached the 
Government. He was evidently oppressed with tjje 
imminence of crisis. heated word might serve as 
the match to the powder-barrel. He contented him- 
self with reading, in a studiously matter-of-fact man- 
ner, the despatches that had come from far-off 
Afghanistan — those addressed to the Government 
by Sir Peter Lumsden, those communicated to* LofiS 
Granville by the Eussian Minister. 

The self-commaqd displayed by the Prime Minister 
gave tone to feeling in the House. The occasion was 
too solemn, the issue too grave for noisy demonsti^tion. 
Mr. Gladstone having made his^statement in studiously 
unadorned phrase, the House aHnost gratefully went 
into Committee of Supply, discussing proposals for new 
offices for the departinents of |];ie^Army |Lnd the Navy, 
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with as little show of emotion as if they had not a few 
minutes earlier almost heard the roll of the drum and 
the blare of the trumpet calling to battle. 

Twelve flays later the House was again crowded and 
excited. The Easter E-ocess was at hand. Parliament 
would be separated for ten days. No one could say 
wLSt would happen in the iiiteiwal. The Government, 
resolved to be prepared for the worst, asked for a 
vote of credit for not less than eleven and a half 
millions sterling. 

We have lahonred,^^ said Mr. Gladstone in solemn 
voice, ^^aiid we will continue to labour for an honour- 
able settle nuuifc by pacific means. But one thing 
I may venture to say with regard to the sad 
contingency of an outbreak of war, or a rupture 
of relations between two great l^owcrs such as Eussia 
and England — one thing I will say with great strength 
of conviction and great earnestness in my endeavour 
to impress it upon the Committee, that we will strive 
to conduct ourselves 'to the end of this diplomatic 
controversy in such a way as that, if unhappily it is 
to end in violence or ru])ture, we may at least be able 
to challenge the verdict of civilised mankind upon a 
review of the demands and refusals to say whether we 
have or whether we have not done all that men could 
do, ty every just and honourable effort, to prevent 
the plunging of two^ such countries, with all the 
millions that own ttioir sway, into bloodshed and 
strife.'^ I 

On the 27Ch of ^Ap^il the Committee met to ^ea\ 
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with the final stage of the vote of credit. The Pre- 
mier was at this time siffforiiig from an affection of the 
voice, which seeineiito threaten imposition of silence, 
lie spoke with difficulty, and with painful luarseiiess. 
But as he proceeded io explain the necessity for this 
colossal vote he mastered his infirmity. ^^What has 
happened ? ** he asked, looking round at tlie faces setin 
serried ranks intently watching. A bloody engage- 
ment on the 30th of March followed the covenant 
of the 16th. I shall oversmto ufothi ng. At least I 
shall not purposely overstate anything. I Jiope I 
shall not inadvertently overstate anything. All I 
shall say is this — that the woeful ongagoment on the 
30th of March distinctly showed that one party or 
both had, either through ill-will or unfortunate mis- 
haj), failed to fulfil the conditions of the (mgagemonJT 
We considered it to bo, Sad we still consider it tcvbe, 
the duty of both couu tries, and, above all I will say, 
for the honour of both countries^ to examine how and 
by whoso fault this calamity came about. I will have 
no foregone conclusion, I will not anticipate that w^^ 
are in the right. Although I feel perfect confidence 
in the honour and intelligence of our officers, I will 
not now assume that they may not have been misled. 

I will prepare myself for the issue; and I will abide 
by it as far as I can in a spirit of impartiality. * But 
what I say this — that those Wio have caused such 
an engagement to fail, ought to become known to 
their own Government, ^and to tlfe other contracting 
Government. I will not say ^al we ar^ even now 

I z 
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in possession of all tlie facts of tb© case. But we are 
in possession of many ; and wp are in possession of 
facts whicb create in our minds impressions un- 
favourable to tbe conduct of some of those who form 
tlie other party in these negotiations. Ilowever, I 
will not wilfully deviate from the strictest principles 
oPJhstice in anticipating anything as to the ultimate 
issue of that fair enquiry which we are desirous of 
prosecuting, and endeavouring to prosecute. The 
cause of that deplorable collision may be uncertain. 
What is certain is that the attack was a Russian attack. 

i 

Whose was the provocation is a matter of the utmost 
consequence. We only know that the attack was a 
Russian attack. We know that the Afghans suffered in 
life, in spirit, and in repute. We know that a blow was 
'^ruck at the credit and the authority of a Sovereign— 
our ally — our protected ally,.— who had committed no 
offence. All I say is we cannot in that state of things 
close this book and soy : ^ We will look into it no 
more. 

As lie spoko the IVemuT had a blue-book before 
"\iim from which ho had been quoting. Suiting the 
action to the word he closed the book and heavily 
sibote tbe cover as he €»x( laimed. ^^We will look into 
it no more.” Slowly re-opening it he added in low, 
deliberate voice, We must do our best to have right 
done in the matter.^^ 

A ringing cheer approved this determination. For 
awhile there wore r either Liberals nor Conservatives 
among the GbmmopB.i->They were all one in patriotic 
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feeling, the heat of Mr. Gtedstone^s noble eloquence 
having welded them into a mass of Englishmen. The 
vote was agreed to without comment other thaji was 
expressed by a f reaJi outburst of cheering that had for 
undertone an unusual note of sternness . There was 
no mistaking the a^ttitude of the (Tovernment, thus 
backed up by a unanimous Parliaineiit. llusiness was 
clearly meant. Eussia, observing this, climbed clown, 
and on the 4th of May Mr. Ohidstone was able to 
announce that impediments to friendly correspondence 
with Eussia had been rem#)ved^ and the two Govern- 
ments had agreed to rcfcT to the judgrnei^t of the 
Sovereignof a friendly State any diffei'ence that might 
be found to exist. * 

This was tragedy. It was lightened by a touch of 
comedy applied between the two sittings of the 
Committee on the vote of credit. On the 24th 
April the public, living ^n a highly strained condition, 
were freshly alarm(Hl by a re])ort that the French 
Government, as a preliminary to active hostilities 
with this country, had withdrawn thoir consul from 
Cairo. Sir Stafford Nortlicote incpiired whether tjy^ 
Government were able to eoiitirm this rumour. N o,” 
said Mr. Gladstone with a look of genuine surprise. 
"We have no information to that effect.^' ^ 

The House was uudisguisedly glad to hear this. 
War with Eussia apparoutly imminent, the pAspeot 
of France taking up arms was grave indeed. Ques- 
tions had proceeded through thoir ordinary course, 
when the crowded H(>iiSfe observe Mr. Gladstone in- 
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tently reading a note passed along the Treasury Bench 
to his hand. He was e\ridently perturbed, and after 
a moment’s hesitation rose. (Since he had replied 
to Sir Stafford Northcote s questien, he had, he said, 
received information that a telegram had reached 
London announcing that ^^t\»e French Charge 
d^ Affaires left Cairo this morning/^ The House was 
profoundly moved. A buzz of excited conversation 
filled the Chamber. 

Half an hour later came explanation of the porten- 
tous news. Peremptory instructions had been left 
at the Foreign Office that any telegrams received from 
Cairo should bo despatched to the Premier in the 
House of Commons without a moment's delay. One 
coming fi*om Sir Evelyn Baring was, to save time, sent 
off in batches as it arrived. The first message Mr. 
Ghfeidstone received from Cairo ran thus : This morn- 
ing tjie French Charge d'Affafres left.'' This was the 
news tliat had clouded his brow and which he had 
made haste to communicate to the House. Ten 

i 

minutes later there was handed to the astonished 
Premier the conclusion of the message — ''some 
papers for ray consideration." 

This wa.s a happy conclusion of a matter trivial in 
itself, but indicative of the high jJressure at which 
Ministers worked at this epoch. 
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THE lETSn PARTY. 

Whkn tho Parliamoflfc elected in 1871 mot , Mr. Butt, 
chieftain of the then nowly-dt^'^i^niatod Home ^nlo 
party, found himself loader of fifty-nine members. 
The general election of 1880 placed Mr. Farnoll in 
the position of Captain of the Home Rule party, now 
mustering sixty-two on a*divisToii. I'ho whole condi- 
tion of affairs, as far as the Irish* members were con- 
cerned, was altered as compared w^th the not far dis- 
tant days of Mr. Butt. Mr. Parnell was a general of 
different calibre from the genial, eloquent Q.C. of 
the early days of the Pai’liameiit of 1874. Under 
Mr. Parneirs direction jDrganisation was complete and 
authority absolute. The Ministerial majority, as has 
been shown, was so overwhelming that even with the 
assistance of the Conservativ# Opposition ^Ir. Parnell 
could not make them kick the buain. That was a power 
he was to hold later. • • ^ ■ 

At the outset Mr. Gladstone had a majority of 56 
over any possible combination between Home Rollers 
and Conservatives. Fresh from their constituencies, 
the Irish members brought pitiful stories of the state 
of things in Ireland. The Land Act of 1870 had 
failed to bring about that ei'a t)f peace and prosperity 
sangninely hoped fi-om it. Evictions were of common 
occurrence and werb fticrensing. Th^year preceding 
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the Dissolution they, for the first time in history, over- 
leaped the boundary of a thousand. In 1880 they 
exceeded two thousand, and as the life of the Parlia- 
ment extended the number increased. 

In the autumn of 1879 the Irish National Land 
League, a potent factor in subsequent history of the 
Agrarian Question in Ireland, was formed under the 
auspices of Mr. Davitt. In English constituencies 
the Irish vote had at the general election been given 
to Libera] members, and had in some cases undoubt- 
edly swelled the Ministerial ranks. This action was 
taken ifnder Mr. ParneU’s direction, not because he 
mistrusted Mr. Grladstone less, but because he hated 
Lord Beaconsfield more. The latter had heralded the 
general election by a letter addressed to the Duke of 
Marlborough, in which he described the Home Rule 
movement as scarcely less disastrous than pestilence 
and 'famine,” and had called upon ^^all men of light 
and leading” to assist him in resisting the policy of 
decomposition supportl^d by the Liberal party, and 
maintain the imperial character of Great Britain.” 
The 'coat being thus ostentatiously trailed, the Irish 
members made haste to jump on it. Lord Beacons- 
field routed, they urged that the undoubted assistance 
they had rendered Mr. Gladstone in pulverising the 
Consei^vative majority established a claim for special 
consideration in the programme of the Session. 

The Government maMe some response by announc- 
ing in the Queen’s Speech that the Peace Preserva- 
tion Ant would not be repowed. They also pvenaised 
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a measure extending the Irish Borough Franchise. 
This was well as far as it went. But it did not go 
far enough for the Irish members, and pot at fill in 
the particular direclion they desired. They wanted a 
new Land Bill, or, failing that, prompt action taken 
to stay the plague of Ijviction. It was grimly indica- 
tive of the new spirit animating them under Mr. Ear- 
nelFs leadership that, instead of following immemorial 
usage and crossing the floor of the House when the 
Liberal party, with whom they ostensibly worked on 
lines of general policy, came into office, they remained 
in the seats below tlie gangway occupic'd by tlftm dur- 
ing the former Parliament. Some r^f the more moder- 
ate men, like Mr. Shaw, ad hiierim Leader between 
Mr, Butt and Mr. Parnell, Mr. Mitchell Henry, and 
Sir Patrick O’Brien, crossed over and sat with th^ 
Liberals. ^ 

On the Address Mr. O’Connor Power movefl an 
amendment demanding that the Irish Land Question 
should forthwith bo dealt with.* This did not prove a 
very serious movement, as appears from the fact that 
the debate collapsed at eleven o'clock on this itsffiffct 
night, only forty-seven members going into the divi- 
sion lobby in suppprt of the amendment. 

Things growing worse and worse in Ireland, Mr. 
Forster brought in a Bill authorising County jDourt 
Judges, for a limited period, to award compensa- 
tion to teifants evicted for no*u-payment of rent in 
cases where failure of crops ha^ caused insolvency. 
The Chief Secretary did not i^cquit himself very well 
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in what was undeniably a difficult position. There 
was much wobbling in Committee, Mr. Forster being 
on ope side squeezed by the Irish members wanting 
more, and on the other threatenol by the Conserva- 
tives with dire consequences if he did not accept 
amendments designed to make ^the measure inopera- 
tive. Lord Eandolph Churchill, much to the fore just 
then, described the measure as having been brought 
in in a panic for the futile purpose of expediting 
Government business by pad tying the Irish mem- 
bers.” After much troublo and the occupation of a 
measure of time that upset the programme of the 
Session, the Compensation for Disturbance Bill was 
read a third time^’ and sent up to the House of Lords. 
It reached them on the 3rd of August, and was 
promptly thrown out by a majority of 231. 

This action was received by the Irish members as 
a declaration of open war. '^Nothing loth, they drew 
the sword, and threw away the scabbard. Mr. John 
Dillon, posting off to Ireland, delivered at Kildare a 
speech Mr. Forster described in the House as "wicked 
and, cowardly.” Mr. Dillon, returning to Westmin- 
ster, moved the adjournment of the House in order to 
reply to Mr. Forster’s attack. This led to an ani- 
mated debate, in which Mr. Forster took truculent 
part. The Irish members had now, to the delight of 
the Conservatives, finally broken with the Liberal 
Government. In whpt remained of the Session they 
took every opportunity of attacking Mr. Forster's 
administration. It Vras in thesQ late August days of 
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the opening Session of* the ifow Parliament there was 
first heard in the House of Commons the cry of 
'^Buckshot ! Buckshot4 ” angrily directed agains^ the 
Quaker Minister. • 

The winter was a black one in Ireland. The class of 
landlords who had swfjlledthe list of evictions, finding 
themselves sustained by the action of the Lords, ran 
them up with freer hand. By the end of the year there 
was record of 2,110 families turned out on the roadside. 
The Land League, growing in numbers and in power, 
held meetings all over thcr country, advising tenants 
whose rents were fixed above Griffitl^s’s valuation to pay 
no rent and passively resist eviction. Attention was 
concentrated on the case of Captain Boycott, agent of 
Lord Erne, farming a considerable acreage at Lough 
Mask, He having served notices upon some of 
Lord Erne’s tenants, the countryside, with one coif^ 
sent, agreed it would Hold no communication yith 
him. None would work for him. None would sell 
him food or fetch him. water. J’he Ulster Orangemen 
responded to his cry for help by despatching a body 
of armed men to gather in his imperilled harve^ 
The unhappy Chief Secretary, apprehending dis- 
turbance when the emergency men came within 
pistol-shot of the* peasants of Connemara, hastily 
despatched a small army to keep the peace. A blow 
was struck in another direction, the Hf the 

Land Leagpe being indicted fO{ seditlQiyi^Bpiracy. 
Amongst those who stood in the dock on this charge 
were Mr. Parnell, Mr. Dillon, Mf. T. D. Sullivan, Mr, 

m • 
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Sexton, and Mr. Biggar, all members of tbe House of 
Commons. The jury, as might have been expected, 
did tiot ag^eo on a verdict, and amid the huzzas of 
the Dublin populace, the prisoners were set free. 

A winter ox such discontent was not harbinger of 
peace in the spring. Parliamfmt was summoned to 
m^t on the 6th of January, an unusually early date. 
Of two measures in a long list, upon which attention 
was chiefly centred, both related to Ireland. One 
was a new Coercion Bill, the otlier a Land Bill, a nicely 
balancing arrangement wliich, with the fatality that 
seemed' to dog the '^teps of the Government, succeeded 
in enraging both sections of the Opposition. Mr. 
Gladstone announced that priority should be given to 
the Coercion measures, which were divided into two 
^ J^ills, one For the Better Protection of Persons and 
Property* in Ireland, the other Amending the Law re- 
lating to the Carrying and Possession of Arms. On 
Monday, the 24th January, Mr. Forster introduced the 
Coercion measure, which he studiously called the Pro- 
tection Bill. On the next day Mr. Gladstone moved 
cr resolution giving priority to the Bill till it should 
have passed all its stages. The resolution was carried 
by^251 votes against 33, a conclusion arrived at only 
at the close of a sitting that had lasted uninterruptedly 
for twenty-two hours, in the course of which Mr, 
Biggar getting himself suspended under 

the newIro^TOf procedure. 
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SUSPENSION oa THIKTY-SEVEN MEMBERS. 

This was the beginning of some memorable sceiies. 
Day by day through the week the Government, sup- 
ported by the Conservative Opposition, slowly pressed 
through the motion for leave j;o introduce the Coer- 
cion Bill; the Irish members daaliing themselves with 
wild fury agfiinst the rare alliance ^f forces. 011 Mon- 
day, the 31st of January, the Parnellitea, invigorated 
a eouplo of days* reec'ss, returned to the fight with 
renewed energy. At that tiiiu-, the closure not hav- 
ing been adopted, they were, within certain limits^^ 
masters of the situation. Their plan of campaign 
was to move an amendment, upon which the thirty- 
six members faithful to Mr. Parnell should in suc- 
cession make speeches, each Ivelding forth as long as 
physical energy and flux of words enabled him. 
When each had had his say, and the conspiraey^f 
silence on the Ministerial benches had been broken by 
a Minister uttering the fewest possible words by jvay 
of reply, the House divided. Immediately afterwards 
an Irishman moved the adjournment of the debate, 
and the whole thing went forward again. 

It was >3vident that this was a case in which the 
battle would be to the strong. It was simply a matter 
pf physical endurance.* The Pamellite% divided them- 
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selves into watches, after tlic fasliiou of a sliip^s crow, 
Whikt some slept others reniained at their posts, 
keeping the*thing going. Hour f|)llowed hour, night 
day, and day night. On Tuesday afternoon, the House 
‘ having been in session imintoiyuptedly for twenty- 
four hours. Lord BeaconsIScld paid a rare visit to the 
scene. Looking down from the Poors’ Gallery on tho 
wearied face of Mr. Gladstone, seated on the Treasury 
Bench, he, with new application of his historic phrase, 
doubtless thanked Heqycn there was a House of Lords. 

The^ecessity of working in shifts was also en- 
forced upon the Chair, tho S})eaker and Mr. Lyon 
Playfair, then Chairman of Committees, taking turn 
and turn about. Mr. Bright bore his share of the 
burden on the Treasury BeneV, speaking more than 
^^ce with a bitterness that galled to tho quick Irish- 
men^ who had, in other time&, learned to look upon 
him as their country^ champion. All through Tues- 
day night the hurly-burly continued. At nine o’clock 
on Wednesday morning the wearied House quickened 
wij^ swift apprehension that a crisis was at hand. 
]0tri d^ladstone had just arrived, looking pale and 
stern. Rapidly the Treasury Bench filled up. There 
waS an ominous muster on tho Trent Opposition 
Bench of right hon. gentlemen who, throughout the 
prolonged scene, had been insistent upon action being 
taken to restore the dignity of the House. ^ Mr. Lyon 
Playfair was in the Chair, which he had occupied all 
the night. Towards^six o’cloeik in the morning, Mr. 
Biggar^ wh^ had passed his watch below ” on ft • 
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couple of chairs in the library, reappeared and 
cheerily informed tho^ House that he " had had a 
good sleep and came back like a giant •refreshed/^ 
At nine o’clock the member for Cavan was again 
on his feet, saying nothing at interminable length. 
His remarks were broten in upon by a sudden, swift, 
triumphant cheer. Looking up, Mr. Biggar saw the 
Speaker in wig and gown making stately progress to 
the chair. 

Mr. Lyon Playfair vacatejj the j?eat, and the Speaker, 
with stern cry of Order ! Order ! motioned Mr. 
Biggar to resume his scat, an ordei^which that ^ntle- 
man, in a moment of weakness begcJiten of surprise, 
(»beyed. The Speaker, reading from a manuscript 
held in a hand that visibly shook with emotion, ob- 
served that the proposal to bring in the Protection 
Bill had been under discussion for five days, the 
opposition througliout that time being purely obstruc- 
tive. Under existing rules the Chair was impotent to 
withstand these tactics. The Speaker had therefore 
resolved to take upon himself the responsibility of 
snding the conflict by declining to call upon any* 
member who might present himself with intention of 
continuing the discussion, and would forthwith put 
the question. 

This announcement was received with tumuUuous 
cheering which drowned the shrill protest of the Irish 
members. It was an amendment moved by Dr. Lyons 
that chanced at the time to be und^r discussion. On a 
division it was negatived by ^64 ^o 19, ^he minority 
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representing the wateh on dock ” of the ParnelUte^ 
the captain himself chancing at this time to be in his 
berUi. The Speaker next put the main question^ 
that leave bo given to bring in the Bill. Mr. Justin 
McCarthy rose to reopen debate on this new issue. 
The Speaker^ rising at the same time^ met the interpo- 
sition with the cry of Order ! Order ! and pro- 
ceeded to put the question. Whereupon the Irish 
members, rising to their feet, shouted Privilege I 
Privilege ! and, bowing with ceremonious respect to 
the Chair, left the House. The Chamber still echoing 
with i/heir new Ijattle cry, Mr. Forster promptly 
brought in the Bill, which was read a second time, and 
the House adjourned, after having sat continuously 
for forty-one hours. 

.. It being Wednesday, the Standing Orders, disre- 
garding the unexampled e’^ents of the week, neces- 
sitated a fresh sitting at noon. The Speaker was 
punctually in his place, the House densely crowded. 
,Mr Parnell on enteririg was wildly cheered by the full 
force of his party. He proposed to move a resolution 
‘(lS(Ssring that Mr. Speaker, in peremtorily closing de- 
bate, had committed a breach of the privileges of the 
H<ouse. The Speaker pointed ou/} that the question 
not being one of privilege, but one of order, might be 
submitted only in the usual way after due notice. 
The wrangle continue^ till the hour was reached when, 
happily, on Wednesaays, debate automatically staiu^ 
adjourned. ^ 

On the neut day ^he^istorm raged with even 



SUSPENSION OF l^IBTr SJ^JVEN AIEMBEIiS. «45 

force. News had reached "Westminster that at one 
o'clock Mf. Davitt had been arrested. The business 
of the day as proposed *l>y Ministers was ^ motiow by 
the Prime Minister,*giviiiir procodence to the Protec- 
tion Bill on the ground of urgency. The Parnellite**, 
masters of ParhamcMifary strategy, were determined to 
make the most of what period of comparative impunity 
was left to them. Mr. Gladstone, in obedience to a 
call from the Speaker, had risen to move his resolution. 
He had not proceeded through many sentences, when 
Mr. Dillon, from his place below the gangway, 
began to speak. He was met by an outbiffst of 
stormy cries of Order ! Order I The Speaker was 
on his feet motioning him to bit down. Mr. Dillon 
folding his arms, stood silent, motionless, defiant. So 
he stood whilst the Speaker named him ” as being 
guilty of wilful and persistent obstruction. Mr. Glad- 
stone moved the consequent moiion ^^that Mr. Dillon 
be suspended from tho service of the House.” A divi- 
sion was challenged, 33 opprf;ing tlio motion, 395 
trooping out into the other lobby m support of Law 
and Order. ,# 

Then followed a scone unprecedented even in these 
strange times. The Speaker having repeated j}he 
figures of the division, called upon Mr. Dillon to with- 
draw. T respectfully decline to withdraw,” said Mr. 
Dillon. The lu junction being repeated, and tfio de- 
fiance renewe 1, the Speaker called upon tho Sergeant- 
at-Arms to ri'move the hor . member. The Sergeant- 
at*Arms advanced tatlTe comer of the b^nch on which 

K 
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. Mr. Dillon was seated and awaited liis surrender. Mr. 
Dillcfii did Dpt budgie. At sign'frorn tlie Sergeant-at- 
Ariiis, fourof tbe wbite-cravatod^ gold cbaiuedj elderly, 
o respectable gentlemen wlio serve as mcjssengers in 
the House (jf Cuiiiuioiis marcliod 'lip sLoiikler to slioul- 
der. Pliysically it was not an imposing demonstration 
of force. As was observt*d at tlie time, in echo of oc- 
casional obituary notices in The, Times, “ tlieir united 
ages would liavo amounted to two hundred and sixty 
years.” But at siglit bf them Mr. Dillon at once sur- 
rendefl$d, and ainitl ehec*rs from the JNIinisterialists, 
and cries of ^SSlnime!” Cowards!’^ from the Par nell- 
ites, he withdrew. 

AgMin Mr. Gladstone atteiu])ted to continue his 
speech, 'i'he O’Donogline, at this period of his varied 
career, ranking as a Parnollite, moved the adjourn- 
nioift of the debate. The Speaker ruled that Mr. 
Gladstone was in possession of the House. move,^' 
shouted Mr. Pai-nell, ^’that the right hon. gentleman 
be not heard. ^J'lie Speaker warned Mr. Parnell that 
h?sr conduct was obstructive, and if persisted in, notice 
must be taken of it. Mr. Parnell, wdiite with passion, 
rogje again and insisted npoii being, hoard. '‘I name 
Mr. I’arnoll as disregjxrding the authority of the 
Chair/^ said the Speaker. 

The piece of paper on which the tenr)s of the motion 
for suspension had been written out was hastily 
passed uj) to the Premier, who moved Mr. ParnelPs 
suspension. A- division being 6liallenged^he usual 
order to (hear the House was given. ^^The Par-*; 
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nollites had a fresl^ surprise in store for outraged 
authority. They ^declined to leave their places, re- 
inaiuing seated whilst 405 members crowded the 

Aye lobby, seven moinl)ers going the otlior way. 
The S|)(?aker, declaring the Ayes h«ave it,^^ called 
u})OJi Mr. Parnell to withdraw. Mr. Parnell, not less 
respectfully than Mr. Dillon, refused to obey. The 
Sergeant-at-Arms again appeared with summons to 
retire. The Irish Lead eii was jaot to be removed with 
anything less in the way of overpowering demo^j^^tration 
than had been fortlicoiningin the^aseof his lieutenant. 
Accordingly once more the four Oidorly messengers 
were inustoi'od and marched up the House, indomit- 
able, irresistible. At ^ sight of them Mr. ParnelFs 
scruples vanished, and he quietly left the House. 

After this what £ollo\^ed partook of the characi;pr of 
anti-climax. The full muster of Parnellites was thirty- 
seven. One by one in succession they revolted against 
the authority of tlu3 Chair, were sus})ended, and 
marched forth. Sojno insisted on the full pancyl j^ of 
the four messengers. Others, more considerate, sparing 
the officials addition to physical labour which, in the 
case of the tw^o seniors, had evidently begun to tell, 
were content to follow the unsupported bidding of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms. After the first two hours tlfe pro- 
cess began to pall on the jaded palate. Hut there 
still remained an hour and a half befofe the glass 
doors had closed on thoJast of thft recalcitrants. 

-Order reigning in Warsaw, Mr^ Gladstone 

;^6U(H:eeded in the accomplishment of his often-inter- 
mpted task.- , k 2 
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BESTGNATION OP MB. FORSTEB. 

In the followinp^ Session (1882),*fche relations of the 
Government with Ireland and the Irish members 
reached even aenter phase. The Land Bill, passed 
by Herculean efforts, in which Mr. Gladstone had 
personally borne the lion^s share, failed to pacify Ire- 
land. The National Land League was in active force. 
Shortly*’ after the {frorogation, a Land League Con- 
vention held in DiiBlin was attended by 1,300 dele- 
gjites, trooping in from all parts of Ireland. The 
Convention was followed by meetings held in every 
town and village «at which, aniflngst other things, the 
abolition of landlordism was accepted as a main plank 
in the National programme. No RenV' was the 
watchword throughout the land. Boycotting was a 
common process, and Stories of personal outrage filled 
the papers. Ireland was in a state of open revolt 
a^ihst the authority of the law. 

Speaking at Leeds on the 7th October, 1881, Mr. 
Gladstone uttered an ominous warning. ^^I have,^' 
he said, not lost confidence in the people of Ireland. 
The progress they have made in many points is to me 
a proof that we ought to rely upon them. But they 
have dangers and temptations and seductions offered 
to them such as never were before presented to a 
people, and the trial^of ^beir 'virtue is severe. Never- 
theless, they will have to go through that trial ; we 
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endeavoured to pay thorn tho debt of justice^ and of 
liberal justice. Wo have no reason to believe they do 
not acknowledge Jt. * We wish they may have the 
courage to acknowledge it manfully and openly, and to 
repudiate, as they ought to repudiate, tho evil counsel^ 
with which it is soil^*ht to seduce thorn from the path 
of duty and of iHght, as well as of public law and of 
public order. We are convinced that the Irish nation 
desires to take free and full advantage of tho Land 
Act. But Mr. Parnell says : ^ No, you must wait until 
1 have submitted cases; untiP I tell you whether the 
court that Parliament has t^slabli^hod can be4)rn8ted.' 
Trusted for what ? Trusted to Adduce what he says is 
seventeen millions a year of jiroperty, to the throe 
millions which he graciously allows. And when he 
finds it is not to bo •trusted for that — and I hope in 
God it is not to bo trusted for any such purpose — then 
he will endeavour to work his will by attempting to 
procure for the Irish people the repeal of the Act. 
But in the meantime what wiys he? ^J'hat until he 
has submitted his test cases any farmer wbo pays his 
rent is a fool — a dangerous denunciation in I\;uIiMid, 
dangerous thing to bo denounced as a fool by a man 
who has made hyiisolf the head of tho most violen^party 
in Ireland, and who has offered the greatest tempta- 
tions to the Irish people. Tliat is no small matter. 
He desires to arrest the operation of tho Aet,*to stand, 
as Aaroit stood, between the Jiving and the dead ; but 
to stand there, not as Aaron stood, to arrest, but to 
spread the plague.* * 
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'^l^iieso opinions are cailod forth^by the grave state 
of the facts. I do not give thern to you as anything 
more, but they are opinions sustained by reference to 
words nnd to actions. They all* have regard to this 
great impending crisis in which wo" depend upon the 
^ood sense of the people^ find in which we are deter- 
mined that no force^ and no fear Af force, and no fear 
of ruin through force, shall, so far as we ar(f concerned, 
and as it is in our power to decide the question, pre- 
vent the Irish people from having the full and free 
benefit of the Land Act. But if when we have that 
short further experience* to which I have referred, it 
shall the* ap])ear that there is si ill to be fought a final 
conflict in Ireland, between law on the one side and 
sheer lawlessness on the other; if thc^law, purged from 
defect and fi‘om any taint of injustice is still to be re- 
pelled and refused, and the first t-onditioiis of political 
society are to be set at noiigl|<, then I say without 
hesitation the resources of civilisation against its 
enemies are not yet exhausted. I shall recognise in 
full, when the facts arj ri2)e — and their ripeness is 
approaching — the duty and the responsibility of the 
• Gov€»*ninent. I call uj)on all orders and degrees of 
men, not in these two kingdoms, but in these three, 
to support the Government in the discharge of its duty 
and in acquitting itself of that responsibility. I, for 
one, in that state of facts, relying upon my fellow 
countrymen in these three nations associated together, 
have not a doubt of the ircsult.” • 

Mr. Parnell replied at Wexford in a defiant speech. 
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inwhicli he characterifiod Wc, Gladstone's rcinavlvs as 
iinscnipnlous and dishonest/^ TJie Irish people, he 
declared, would not rgst or relax ilioir ellorts till they 
had reg'aiiied thoir#lost Icf^islativo inde])en(lonce. 

Swift on these two speeches fell a In^avy blow. On 
the 13ih of Octolior Mr. i^iriiell was arrested itf 
Duhlin, am^ carried olT to Xilinainliain. iMr. .lohn 
Dillon, ^fr. Sexton, and J\Ir. OMvc'Ily, imnnhers of 
ParliauK'nt., were also lodp^'ed in Kilinainliain with the 
chief officials of the League. IMr. Lgan, the) IVeasni-er 
of the League, tied to liiris.^ Mr. Liggar and other 
Irish mc'inhers escaped the IVitii of I heir collc fi^ues by 
keeping out of Ireland. ^ 

When the House of Coimrionsnvt for the Session 
of 1882, the Irish Jie:id(‘r and some of his principal 
lieutenants were si ill in Kilinainhain. Coercion was 
in full swing. In A[)ril it was sialod in the House 
of C<uninoiis that Mr? Forstcu* ha«l under lock and 
bey not less than (»00 ])i*rsons imprisoiU‘d under the 
Coer(a‘oii Acts. Ireland, its rights and its Avrongs, 
blazed up fiercely night after night. In the Lords 
a motion made by Lord Donougliinore for :i Seh'ct 
Committee to eiu[uire into the working- of the Irish 
Land Act was carried, twelve Liberal Peers voting 
against Mr. GladStonefs policy, a matter at that- Time 
thought worthy of notice. This atteinjit to go back 
upon legislati^m passed only in the previons^Scssiou 
roused Mr. Gladstone to mighty anger. Ho mot the 
action of the Tjords with a diTiant resohition, dc'bated 
fihrough four stormy nights, and carried by 303 votes 
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to 285j figures that indicate the Government were s^ll 
in possession of a stout majority. 

By*^ the end of April matters had apparently 

reached a dead-lock. After a pause there followed 
^hat Lord Salisbury described as '^prodigies ap- 
pearing in the political sky." was rumoured that 

Lord Cowper, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, had 

resigned. If that were true how did Mr. Forster 
stand? Evidently some portentous movement was 
going forward within the recesses of the Cabinet. 
Mr. Chamberlain was unusually active. He was to be 
found oh the terrac^ of the Houses of Parliament, in 
the corridors, in the reading-rooms, in eaniest collo- 
quy with Irish members who through the Session had 
distinguished themselves by the violence of their 
denunciation of the Governulent. Here is a note 
made in the House of Commons on the 28tli of April, 
written without knowledge of the crisis at the 
moment about to burst. It may be interesting as 
giving a transient view of the situation as observed 
by an eye-witness at the moment unaware of its truo. 
inwardness : — 

“ Of the two score questions on the paper this afternoon more 
than half were put by Irish members, and were addressed to the 
Chief Secretary. It is part of the organised campaign of the 
Land League iiienibers to worry !Mr. Forster with questions. 
Many relate to trivial matters ; oil present a great superstnictnre 
of exaggeration built upon an insignificant substratum of -fact. 
Mr. Forster is, unfortunately, deficient in qualities tliat would 
make it possible for a Minister to meet tactics likto these. The' 
baiting of the Chief Secretary in the House of Commons by the 
Irish members is the neai<;st approacli permitted by public opinien 
in this country^Oo the bull fights in Madrid. There is the sau)e 
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aigonised blundering here and there by the object of attack, the 
same perfect command of the situation by the Parliamentary 
.banderillos and picadors. ^ Sometimes Mr. Forster, reaching the 
limits of human patience, lireaks out in rigliteous wratn and 
gores his assailants. ^ Hereupon the Land Leaguers indignantly 
denounce him, and plaintively appt*al to the Speaker to protect 
them. Oftener, as liaj^penod to-iiight, he allects indifference,# 
and, like much else that he d(»es in connection with Ireland, 
does it very badly. He had brought down in his despatch-box 
a bundle of sheets of foolscap, on ea.(‘h a question pasted on 
the bip, and the conscientious aiiswcr laboriously written 
beneath. One by one as the questions were i)ut he read his 
answers. The sliglitest adiiiissioii of a substratum of fact was 
greeted witii triumphant yells by the Land Lc.iguers ; whilst 
any attempt to topple over the Kii|.erHtructure of fable or ex- 
aggeration was hartlcd hy rude interruption. Since the Speaker 
did not interfere it must he taken for g|f‘aiited that this demon, 
stration did not go beyond the bounds ofi Parliamentary dccorunL 
It certainly exceeded all notion of fair x)lay, nut to mciitioc 
the canons of commonest courtesy. 

**Not the least siguiticaut feature in the incident was the 
solitariness that surrounded the struggling Minister. Not a cry 
from the Liberal Benches cheered him in his dilliculty. Not one 
of his colleagues rose to asl^ the Sx>oaker whctlier this constant 
interruption, these snarling cries, this insolent laughter, formed 
a breach of Parliamentry order. With his head down and his 
shoulders squared, Mr. Forster faced again and again the little 
mol) below the gang>vay ojiposite, wbo gloated over his personal 
discomfort and his political discomfiture. Tliis must be one of 
tlio hardest things for Mr. Forster to la^ar in his piesent season 
of tnbulatioii. As compared with Jonah, his treatment by3 4!.ose 
who sail in the same ship with him is exceedingly hard. Jonah, 
up to the very moment when he was handed over the gunwale 
was courteously treated. Ilis conviMuenee was consult^ in 
every way, and even when, having had put to him the question 
what should he done, answered, * Take me up and cast me 
forth into the sea,’ his shipmates gallantly bent again to the 
oars, determined that, if this thing must come, it slioiiVd not be 
till all else had failed. • 

** There is*nothing of this in the attitude of Mr. Forster’s ship- 
mates. And yet he has l)een hut the instrument of the policy 
framed in the Cabinet and^ adopted bj$ overwhelming majorities 
the {liberal party in the House of Comuons. This open 
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cleserLion of a comrade has & more ^disastrous effect upon the 
morale of the ITouse of Commons than anjiihinjj else that could 
he done. It was one of the cliaracteristics that endeared Lord 
Palmerston to the nation that he stuck to a collcaf^ue, whether he 
was r^ght or wrong. Whichever be the case with Mr, Forster, 
he has done right or wrong in <*-ojnpany (vith his colleagues and 
liis party, and wlien the House f‘f Commons lias presented to it 
ta spectacle such as that witnessed between five and six o’clock 
to-night, it is no wonder it should drt/elop the characteristics 
that just now distinguish it. What the House of Commons likes to 
feel is the light guidance of a strong hand, or at least the con- 
sciousness that it is being led in some paiticular direction to 
some well-understoo<l g(»al. At ])reKent it lias mit even a reliable 
finger-post, and amid the g.athering discontent and disgust, 
respectability and repute retire int4» the hackgroiind, and Mr. 
Callan conies to the fore.*l ' 

Four days later^ the 2nd of May Mr. Gladstone 
made a statement whicli filled tlie ITouse with amaze- 
ment. Earl Cowper liad resigned, and so had Mr. 
Forster. Mr. Parnell, Mr. Dillon, and Mr. O’IColly 
had been released from Kilniainljam. The Govern- 
ment, he added, intended to wing in a inoasui'o deal- 
ing with the arrears of rent, and the Bi^glit Clauses 
of the Land Act. They did not intend to renew the 
Coercion Act, but would forthwith bring in a ]>ill to 
strengthen the ordinary law. 

This fusillade of startling announceinmits was made 
in a House crenvded in every part. Something of 
dfSSmatic interest was lost, owing k) the fact that in 
the House of Lords, meeting an hour earlier. Lord 
Gran\dlle had forestalled the statement. But the real 
interest eenlrod in the^ House of Commons; a,nd the 
Lords, havbig wound* up their hasty sittnig, flocked 
over to the Comn^ons, the -^Marquis of Salisbury 
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paying one of his rAre viail/ to the Peers’ Gallery, 
where the Duke of Cambridgfi sat embedded in an 
accumulation of excited peerage. 'J'he Irish members 
received in ominous ^silence the announcement of^the 
release of their comrades, whilst the Conservative Op- 
position, suddenly taking Mr. Forster into their favour, 
stridently cheered Mr.^Gladstone’s announcement that 
his resignation was based on the ground that ^^he de- 
clined to share our responsibility.^’ 

Mr. Forster’s statement made on the following day 
led to fresh dcveloj)in(mts. He spoke with unusual 
bitterness, the Opposition boisteiWsly cheering when, 
from the corner seat behind the Treasury Bench, he, 
looking down on his old colleagues, ^besought them 
not to rest u])on any secret understanding with the 
Land Leaguers, or to try and bribe them by con- 
cessions into obedience ^o the law. “Let there bo 
no payment of lihiekrnail to lawbreukers.” Mr. Glad- 
stone sprang np t o rc*ply. “ There has,” he protested, 
“been no arrangement, no bargain, no negotiation. 
Nothing has boon asked, and* nothing has been 
taken.” Mr. Parnell, n»-ontering tho House for th.e 
first time in the Session, took the opj)ortunit\^*^ 
making a statement, listened to with strained at- 
tention. I'lie cpiestyni of the release of himself and 
his friends had not, ho declared, entered into any 
communication he had ma,do of his views of the jtato 
of affairs in Ir(dand. WJiat he Ijad done was to sot 
forth in writing his belief that n settlement of the 
arrears question would liavo an qporinous efiect in 
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restoring law and order in Ireland. It wonld take 
away the last excuse for outrages^ and would leave 
hinnf and his friends free to iahle steps that might have 
■a desirable ofEect in diminishing them. Mr. Dillon 
even more warmly protested that ho had hold no coin- 
mnnication directly or indireotly with Ministers, 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE KILMAINIIAM TREATY. 

It was generally expected that Mr. Chamberlain would 
succeed Mr. Forster in the Chief Secretaryship. Per- 
sonal relations recently established with the Irish 
members induced them to legJtrd such an appoint- 
ment with favour. Had Mr. Gladstone yielded on 
this point the political history of tie next throe years 
would have been materially diiferonJ from what ac- 
tually liefel. Ignoring Mr. Chamberlain’s aspirations 
and claims, the Fremieriiominated to the difficult post 
Lord Frederick Caven(4ish, promoted from a sub- 
ordinate place in the Ministry. • 

On Batuiday morning, the fith of May, Lord 
Frederick arrived in Dublin •to assume his new 
duties. Late that evening the Marquis of Harting- 
ton, present at a party given at the Admira]^jiMtD 
meet the Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh, was taken 
aside by a collej^ue in the Cabinet and told ^at 
his brother had been murdered. Walking to the 
Viceregal Lodge in company with Mr. Burke, after 
taking part in the State entry of the Kev IWceroy, 
JEarl Speiiter, Lord ]<VedericV was fallen upon by 
a gang of men and stabbf'd in the chesf. It was a 
^^p,ir summer evening,* so light that I^ord Spencer^ 
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standing at the window of the Viceregal Lodge, saw 

whit he afterwards know to^ have been tho death- 

c. 

straggle. Some boys on bicycles, passing down the 
broad highway, saw the two gentlemen walking and 
talking together. Itoturning fftttir a spin, they found 
them lying side by side on the pathway, Mr. Bnrke 
stabbed to tho heart. Lord Frederick with a knife 
through his right lung. 

This outrage upon tho pej*son of an inoffensive man, 
who had genie over to Ireland cai'rying the olive- 
leaf of peace, creai-od a profound sensation. Mr, 
Parnell took tho earliest opportunity of expressing in 
the House of Commons on the part of his friends and 
himself, and, he believed, on the part of every Irish- 
man throughout the world, his detestation of the 
horrible crime committed. Some years later Mr. 
Gladstone incidtmtrJly mentioned that tho Irish leader 
had privately written to him, offering, if he thought 
it would be useful, to retire from public life. In the 
temper of the House and the country there was no 
dliiiGulty in hurrying through Parliament a fresh and 
more stringent Coercion Bill. 

A fortnight after the Pheenix Park tragedy, the 
Irish question flamed up again around what came to 
be known as tho Kilmainham Treaty. Partly from 
observations dropped^ by Mr. Forster, partly from 
other sources, the Opposition had come to the con- 
clusion that the release of Mr.' Parnell and his col- 
leagues from Kilmainham wW the price paid for 
assurance of changed attitude on the part of the 
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Irish members towards the Government. Night after 
night the subject was Returned to, and Ministers bom- 
barded with questions. On the 15th of May, in the course 
of one of these processes of iiiterrogation, Mr. Parnell^ 
read a Jotter written •liy him on the eve of his release 
from Kilmaiuhani. IL set forth a* certain policy which, 
adopted, would, in Mr. Panieirs opinion, lead to the 
pacification of Ireland. The concluding passage, as 
read by Mr. Parnell, ran thus : “ The accomplishment 
of the programme I have sketefhed out to you would, 
in my judgment, bo regai*ded by the country as a 
p]-acti(5*al settlement of the land #j[iiesfcion, and I be- 
lieve that the Grovornment at the eni of this Session 
would, from the state of the .country, feel themselves 
thoronghly justified ii]| dispensing with further co- 
ercive measures. ^ 

Mr. Forster sat in tlio corner seat above •the 
gangway, which is the haven of Ministers who have 
cut themselves adrift from their colleagues^ • lie 
listened attentively to the passages as read by Mr. 
IWnell. When he concluded Mr. Forster interposed, 
and asked whether the whole of the letter had been 
read? Mr. Parnell said ho had read the whole^of 
tlip copy as supplied to him by Captain O^Shea. 
Captain OhShea, who though at this time on teiTns 
of personal intimacy with Mr. Parnell, aiuT later 
disclosed as the emissary beti;\{oeii Mr. Chamberlain 
aud the captive Irish Leader in the preliminaries 
of the Kilmainham • Treaty, usually i^t with the 
‘Ministerialists. He was thul within reach of Mr. 
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Forster, who, amid a scene of growing ezcitenieiit, 
handed to him a document, and asked him to read 
the hist paragraph. Captain ^O’Shea showed some 
unwillingness, and there was a bandying of the paper 
^o and fro between the front bench below the gang- 
way and the shaggy statesman«nn the comer seat. 
Eventually Captain O’Shea read the paper handed to 
him by Mr. Forster. It proved to be a copy of Mr. 
Parnell’s letter, dated from Kilmainham 28th of April, 
1882, addressed to Captain O’Shea. In it appeared a 
clause affirming that the settlement of theljand Ques- 
tion alluded to would, I feel sure, enable us to co- 
operate cordially for the future with tho Liberal party 
in forwarding Ijiliera-l principles.” 

By whose authority, or at whoso instigation this 
important passage in the letter had been omitted 
from the copy prepared for Mr. Parnell’s reading, is 
pai^ly explained by Mr. Chamberlain. In the course 
of recurrent conversation on the subject Mr. Cham- 
berlain said that Captain O’Shea, in privately com- 
municating Mr. Parnell’s letter to him, had asked 
to withdraw the sentence omitted from the letter 
read by Mr. Parnell. The incident had, he assured 
the scoffing Conseiwatives, made so little impression 
on his mind, that when the letter was read by Mr. 
Parnell he had not noticed the omission was made. 
Tbat'tfie letter in its complete form came before the 
Cabinet, and was discussed by them with the subse- 
quently omitted sentence forming part of the text, 
appears the Itact that* the document handed ; 
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by Mr. Forster to Captain 0’8lioa was the identical 
one circulated among^ meinbers of the Cabmeti|fop 
their information. • It was one of the bitter re- 
proaches of the controversy tliat Mr. Forster, in 
handing about the sc^*iip of paper, had betrayed the 
confidence of the Cabino^. . However it came about, 
by whomsoever inspired, the omission of the sentence 
was a petty machination that invested the whole pro- 
ceeding with an underground air of mystery distaste- 
ful to the House of Oommows, aijd most harmful to the 
Ministry. 

The Government had started, after the fashion of 
all Ministries under the leadership of* Mr. Gladstone, 
with a comprehensive j)r<)gramino of work. Hut, as 
will be seen, things were already getting into a hojje- 
less muddle in the HoiVse of Commons, and sober 
legislation went to the wlill. The new Coercion ^ct 
and an Arrears Bill, tlie hitter much mauled by the 
House of Lords, were the only important measures of 
a prolonged Session. On the twentieth night in Com- 
mittee on the Coercion Bill twenty-live Irish mein^jgC^, 
were suspended. In mid- July there came an echo of 
the bombardment of Alexandria in the resignation of 
Mr. Bright, who rtjturned to his old place at the 
corner of the second bench below the gangway, the 
breadth of which passage separated him from hm old 
colleague, Mr. Forster, l^rorog^ued on the 18th of 
August, Parliament met again on the 24tlf of Octo- 
ber, and engaged npon^tUe Now B^les of Procedure, 
by which was hoped obstructi|)n fnight benscotched. 

L 



1C2 


CHAPTER XIX. 

GATMElilNG CLOUDS. 

The Session of 1883 was^ by comparison with its 
stormy predocossors, unovontful. Government ap- 
proached it with largo arrears of work, which they 
hoped to case ofE bj the help of the New Eules of 
I'rocedaro and the establishment of Grand Commit- 
tees. That three ^ weeks were occupied with debate 
on the Address showed that the Closure was not such 
a useful instrument as had been anticipated. An 
ai/tempt to pass a Parliamei^tary Oaths Bill aroused 
much angry passion, occupiyd considerable time, and 
was thrown out by a majority of three in a House 
of 581 members. 'J^he main results of this fourth 
Session of the harriSd Parliament was the passing of 
Agricultural Holdings Bills for England and Scotland, 
Bankruptcy Bill, the Corrupt Practices Bill, and 
a Bill dealing with Patents. 

•’In the Session of 1884 Egyp^ reappeared on the 
scene, and was made much of by an active Opposi- 
tion, inspired by signs of growing weariness on the 
Treasury Bench. Two votes of censure were brought 
forward in rapid succession, the Government majority 
on the second drooping to twenty-eight. The great 
achievement of the Sessioh/suflScient to make it 
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memorable, was tKe^passii^ of a new Bcform Bill, 
of which Mr. Gladstone, ever greedy for work, took 
personal direction. In this battle, as often happened 
with Mr. 61adst(yie, his most potent euemieS were 
those of his own household. The Conservatives hav- 
ing done enough for the extension of the franchigg^ 
under Mr. Disraeli’s leadership in 18G7, naturally 
objected to further action in that direction. That 
was an attitude to be expected, and might be success- 
fully dealt with. What the Ministr}^' had most to fear 
was the impatience of ^ablo members in their own 
ranks, whose implacable principle and stem sense of 
duty vrould impel them to wreck a great and bene- 
ficent measure if on some matteft* of detail it was not 
brought into absolute agrpemont with their personal 
view. • 

It was to this section of his following that Mr. 
Gladstone turned and ^addressed the closing sentences 
of the speech in which, on the 28th of Februaiy, he 
introduced the Fran chiso Bill. ‘^I hope,’’ he said, 
the House will look at this measure as the Liberal 
party in 1831 looked at the Reform Bill of that date, 
and determined that they would waive criticlfSnT of ' 
minute details, that they would waive particular pre- 
ferences and predilections, and would look at the fcroad 
scope and general effect of the measure. Do that 
upon this occasion. It is a Bill worth havi^, and if 
it is worth having, again I say it is a Bill worth you»*f 
not endangering. Let us enter into no bye-ways which 
would lead us off the path marj^ed out straight before 
" • - L 2 
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US. Let us not wander on tlio hilltops of specjulation. 
Let us hot wander into tlie morasses and fogs of 
doubts We are firm in the faith that enfi'anchise- 
ment is good, that the people may be trusted, that 
^e voters under the Constitution are the strength of 
the Constitution. What wo want iti order to carry this 
Bill, considering^ as I finlly believe, that the very lai’go 
majority of this country arc favourable to its principle — 
what we want in order to carry it is union, and union 
only. What will endanger it is disunion, and dis- 
union only. Let us hold firmly together and success 
will crown our effort. You will, as much as any 
former Parliament th?.t has conferred groat legislative 
benefits on the nation, have your reward, and 

* IJoiul yow liistory in a nation’s eyes.* 

f 

You will have deserved it by the benefits you will 
have ^conforred. You will have made this strong 
nation stronger still, stronger by its closer union 
without ; stronger witliyi by union between class and 
class, and by arranging all classes and all portions of 
tlioj:;£mm unity in oiio solid compact mass round the 
ancient throne which it has loved so well, and round 
a Constitution now to be moi*e than ever powerful and 
more than over fi-ee.^^ 

. The progress of tlio Bill was delayed by votes of 
censure ftnd miscellaneous discussions around Supply. 

'"When it reached the LoMs, objection takei\ by Con- 
servatives in* tbe Commons to dealing with the 
extension of tho fraftchise uiile^ accompanied by 
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a scheme of redistrihution was ronowoil. p. hostile 
amendment based oiH his objection was carried by 205 
votes against 14(i An autumn Session was arranged 
specially to dcjil with redistribution. The House met 
on the 23rd of October, the Frunchiso Bill beinj^ 
forthwith introduced. Conciliation was in the air, 
and presently took the happy f)ut unusual form of a 
sort of joint Commil toe of Leaders of parties. Lord 
Salisbury and Sir Stafford Northcote, walking over to 
Downing Street, sat down with Mr. Gladstone, Lord 
Hartington, and Sir Charles f)ilke, and in a couple of 
hours had come to an understanding whereby the 
Franchise Bill passed through *thg Lords. After a 
Christmas vacation, the House reassembling on the 
19th of February, 1885, sot itself to work in Com- 
mittee upon a BedistiKbution Hill, which received the 
Royal Assent on the 2^th of »1 une. 

Thus was a gi'oat work practically accomplished. 
But it was evident that the Govermnent’s mandate 
was exhausted and their strength failing. For the 
amount of labour cast upon Ministers, the Parliament 
of 1880-5 certainly beats the record. All-night srEtings 
were a matter of frequent occurrence. The order of 
business wjis constantly inteiTupted by motion!? for 
the adjournment and pitclied battles upon votes of 
censure. The question-hour came to bo a^ instru- 
ment of prolonged torture. .The House meeting foi* 
public business at half past four, the Ordej's of the Dny 
were rarely entered upon before} six o^clock. On oue 
, occasion (in June 1880) the Hogse of Obipmons found 
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itself at one o^'lock in the morning engaged with 
questil^ns, the list having boon opOMcl at half past four 
in ♦the afternoon. Tn the meanwhile Mr. O’Donnell 
Ij^ad carried out his attack upon M. Challemel-Lacour, 
recently appointed French Minifiltfi* at this Court. 

For conqiarntively* young men on the Treasury 
Bench the physical ordeal was trying. Mr, Gladstone, 
with his Ihree score y(‘ars and ten u]ion his hack, bore 
more than his full burden of the day’s work, lie was 
in his place early and late, his so-called dinner-hour 
sometimes not exceeding thirty minutes. It was no 
uncommon thing to find him at his ])ost between two 
and three in the morning after a tnrbnlent night. 
Towards the close of the Sesdon of IStSO he broke 
down. The illness, \>hiehtot)k ^he form of fever with 
congestion of tlu* lung, was Tious enough to pro- 
foiiufily alarm the n.ition. Downing Street was 
crowded with an scions callers. But he pulled through, 
and after a tiip round the coast in the Ora nt idly 
Gatiflcy ho returned to th(5 House, and received from 
hotlp-»ides an ovation which for the moment stilled 
party acrimony. In the next Session he appeared for 
a wjiile wearing a black skiill-eap covering the marks 
of a nasty accident that bcfel him in stepping out of 
his carriage on a dark night. But nothing daunted 
Jiis enef^y, the only signs of physical weakness and 
mental weariness being occasional outburst/4 of anger 
vhon affronted by such persons as Mr. Warton^or 
^.threatened bjj some irrepressible follower below the 
gangway. ' 
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In May, 1885, affairs were evidently approaching 
a crisis. Soon afte# Parliament had reasseijjjbled, 
votes of censure oHi the Government were impartially 
moved from tho regular Opposition* and by a distin- 
guished Liberal. Siir Stafford Norfhcote ceusnietF*’ 
the Government for theii policy in the Soudan. After 
an exciting division it appeared that the Governnumt 
majority had l>een reduc(‘d to 14. Mr. John Morley*s 
vote of cc'iisure protested against the einjiloyment of 
forces of the Crown for the ov^'rihrow of the power of 
the Mahdi. Hie Conservatives rallying with Ministers 
on this issue, tho amendment was negatived by a rat- 
tling majority. But of tho 112 vmIio went into tho 
lobby with Mr. Morley, the majority were habitual 
supporters of the (Joyeniment. Ifi addition to these 
troubles at home, the^ was the pei'il of the Penjdeli 
incident described in an earlier ehajitcr. A vcjto of 
credit for fdeveii millions had been passed, ^lie 
extreme course of calling out^the re^erves had been 
approved. The air was full ol (dectririty. At any 
moment the country might be engaged in a Tetanic 
war. 
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TJJE ;STOKM BlIliSTS. 

Nearer tLaii from tlic Endical cariip bolow the gang- 
way was licarcl the voice oT candid friends remons- 
trating with the harried Pi*oniier. The Ii ish Coercion 
Bill was approaching ew^piiy. It was understood that 
the question of renewing some of its clauses had been 
long fought in the* Cabinet. Mr. Chnmberlain and 
Sir Charles DilRe (who, on the retirement of Mr. 
Bright, had entered the Cabinet as President of the 
Local GoveriiTneiit Board) were understood to bo 
resolute in their opposition to{ urthc'r coercion. Tliey 
looked for a cure for the ills of Ireland not in coercion 
but in an extension of local government. They were 
Home Killers at a tiinw when Mr. Gladstone still held 
back. Mr. John Morley gave notice that when pro- 
posai«was made to renew any section of the Coercion 
Bill ho should oppose it. Mr. Morley^s intimate rela- 
tions at this time with JMr. Chamberlain gave the 
step ominous significance. 

A note made on the 15th of May (1885) indicates 
Jthe staft of things at this moment as it appeared to 
an observer of the seeqe : — » 

“ There is more in Mr. John Morley s notice of amendment to 
the proposed introduction of a Ciimes JBill than meets the eye. 
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The fact is tlie GovcriiiiienL is at tlie present nionient on the 
eve of dissolution. It is not Kussia nor K^ypt, but Ireland. 
The opposition Mr. Chaiiduerlain and 8 ir Charles Dilke»iiave 
always oflcred to attcnf()ts to ;jjov'(‘rn Treljuid by coercion has not 
been smoothed down by Ui* iact of their taking oHico. They 
have, I believe, steadfastly foii^'ht a,ir.iiiist the tleterminatioii of^ 
the majority of the (’lahi^et jiaitially to renew tlie Crimes Act. 
They were beaten ; and the annoiinoemeiit by Mr. (iladstone of 
the introduction of a Ibll rmt beiii^ folU>wed by l lieir immediate 
resif^nation, it vas ‘generally Mip]M)setl that a comiuoniise had been 
effected and tlu! cloud blown over. This assiimjttioii W'as appar- 
ently confirmed by the aiinonncement made by Mr. Gladstone 
on Tuesday that the Cioveriiment are, after aU, determined to 
deal this Session with the Ih 14 el 1 a.se Clauses of the Land Act. 
That step has, however, rather had the effect of liastenirif^ the 
crisis than of smoothing it over. Neither Mr. Chamberlain nor 
Sir Clia'’les Dilke objects to a measure dealinj' with laud pur- 
chase. AVhat they <lo obje<*t to is that should be introduced 
at the present crisis. Their watchword is, ‘Local Government 
for Ireland and no Coeicion.’ If •you liave coercion and no ex- 
tension of l<»cal ^^mv(;rnment, that is a state of tliinjifs not coiii- 
pensatcsl for by the introduction of a l»ill dealing; with the Pur- 
chase Clauses. Indeed, 1 bllicve they take tlie view that the 
introduction of such a Pill Avould bh', harmful rather than oyier- 
wise. It would be an apiiropriate sequel to the extension of local 
j^overniiierit. To give it priority is, in their ojiinion, dangerous. 
If li'elaiid is to jiledge its hond for un^iey assistance, it had evi- 
dently better be done upon tlui credit of local governing bodies 
than under the supervision of an Inqierial Government harassed 
on many sides. 

“ It is possible that what looks like an already broken bridge 
may be mended, and crisis avoided. That will depend ujmiii 
the squeezability of the Whig iiortion of the Cabinet. The 
Kadical section have fesolutely made up their iiiinds tliarthc* 
fullest extent to which they can conpcieijtiousl.y go to meet the 
views of Earl Spencer is that the Crimes Act, if renewed, shall 
run for one year only. This would leave tlie matter to Jiie dealt 
with by the new Parliament, evidently a desirable ‘tiling. Fail- 
ing concession* on this ])oiiit, Mr. Clu^mbeidain and Sir diaries 
Dilke, with whatever jirofound regret at taking a step that 
must be embarrassing to Mr. Glad.stoiic^, will resign their places 
in the Government. Thetr^ will be followed out •f the Cabinet, 

'•mm 
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certainly by Mr. Sliaw-Lefevre, and jjossibly by one or two 
othert It is diincult lo see liow, with sudi poweiful forces 
below the gangway, a reconstructed Government will be able to 
carry the Crimes Bill. 

“This state of aibiirs, as may well be supposed, wcij^lis 
*heavily upon Mr. Gladstone, who is still strugf^ling to etiect 
an honouiablo settlement ^^^th Bussia?* • 

Here is another pf'(‘p at the House of Commons on 
the eve of cat astro] )he, tlie approt^ch to which, it will 
bo perceived, was vaguedy but siircdy felt. The note, 
made in the House oi Commons, is ilated Friday night, 
6th of June : — *' 

“It was pitiful to note tonight tlie manne] in which, when 
public business eomui^neeil, all e^es weie tinned tow aids the 
Tieasury Bench, /riic ('abimt ('onneil winch it was (quite 
erroneously) ilionght would settle the Minisleiial eiisis had been 
held. Mr. Gladstone was in Ins place, looking ]»alo and worried, 
with a jiaper in his liand, upon whieli he now and then turned a 
iioiihled glance, lie does not hi/ig down manuscript to the 
Treasury Bmieh unless it ctnitaii|> notes for some iioitentous 
aniwuncemeut. What tins might be mem hers could only guess, 
and all guessed the same thing. Sir William llarcourt sat next 
to the Premier, even his massive hea*l bent under the pressure of 
a Ministerial crisis. Bcy4»iul w’as Jjt>id ITartington, an interesting 
convalescent w ho everyone w^as ghul to s( e had recovered his roliust 
health. Presently Mr. Childeis came in. But that was all. Sir 
‘GhUrelcs Dilke, uMially most jmnctual in his attendance, was absent 
and so was Mr. Chamheilain What had hajipened was clear to 
the meanest eompreheiision. The crisis Inul burst ; Mr. Cliamber- 
laKi and Sir Chailcs Dilke had lesigned, and the slieet of note- 
paper with which Mr. (Jladstoiie neivou^ly toyed contained the 
terms in which ho would, in due course, announce the fact to the 
House. 

“ Fi^ minutes later Sir Cliailes Dilke bustled in and took a seat 
neai the Horne Secretary. •* Evidently there was somewhere a flaw 
in the course of oonjeetiiie, which was finally shattered by the ap- 
pearance of Mr. Chamberlain with q white oichid — symbol of 
peace — in his huttonliolc. The Ministry were for the moment 
safe. ButJ;h% crisis w'as postponed, ifot averted — a turn of affairsb 
which rather docxienciT th| feeling of discontent and depressfdu. 
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If anything was to happen, in Heaven’s name let it happen at once 
and make an end of thibiiideftiiite dragging on tlirough the slough 
of uncertainty. ^ * 

“ Mr, Gladstone, rising at eleven o'clock to-niglib in a moder 
ately filled House, delivered a remarkahle and interesting speech. 
Looking at him as he stood at the table with a certain ashen -grey 
tinge on his face, and^a diii^inct lassitude in his manner, it might 
well be thouglit that liero Avas a man weary to death of incessant 
labour, gasjdng for the holiday near at* hand. Tliis view was 
strengthened by tlic tone in which lie spoke. The magnificent 
voice for fifty years familiar in the House of Commons, which not 
many years ago resounded <»ver Hlacklicath, and which sounded 
like a clarion through Midlothian, is hroken. I believe that dur- 
ing his last visit to Midlothian h<*overi^^raint‘d it, and though the 
failure was at the time regarded as temporary, there appears 
now no doubt of its pennanoucy. But though the Premier seemed 
almost in the last stage of physical exhan|(ii()n, and his voice was 
hu&ky, and sometimes did not rise above a wlysper, there was no 
sign of failing power in the skill ainl force with wliicli he met the 
battery anviyed against Jiiin, for some hours blazing away at 
every point of Ministerial policy. The senttfnccs were as perfeef 
in their construction as evefathe play of fancy as free, and tin 
sarcasm as keen as in his hestldays.’* 

That was the last time tliis Parliament of the Qu^ei 
adjourned with Mr. Gladstone in the position of Leader. 
On the following Monday the *1101180 resumed de- 
bate on the second reading of the Customs and Inland 
Revenue Bill, embodying Mr. Childers’ Budget Re- 
posals. Sir Michael Hicks Beach submitted an amend- 
ment condemning |he increase of the beer and sgyit 
duties, and the failure to give relief to local taxation. 

» The appearance of the House during the greater part 
of the sitting did not indicate approach to a iRemor- , 
able event. • Sir Michael Beach^ Mr. Childers, and Sir 
Stafford Northcote, upon whom the burden of debate 
at this time chiefly fell,* were not able to evercome the 
depression that had fallen updlx the assembly. 
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It was ten minutes to one in the morning of the 9th 

June when Mr. Gladstone rose tohontiuuo the debate. 

a: . . c ^ 

He was in fine form, and in the OLicitement of the hour 

had overcome the huskiness of voice that still besot 
him. It was half past one when hs resumed his seat, 
and the division was forthwith called. As members 
streamed out to vote, few, if any, forcasted the result. 
The Government, ofttni threatened, would come out 
with a reduced majority, but sufiicient to avert defeat. 
Mr. Gladstone, having made an end of speaking, 
sat for a moment with flushed face and folded arms, 
evidently thinking with hot resentment of ^^the regu- 
lar Opposition, ^‘'the loyal Opposition,’^ the national 
Opposition,” ‘Hlie patriotic Opposition,” ^Hhe consti- 
tutional Opposition,” he had a moment earlier, with 
ringing voice atid sweepi^'g gestures, denounced. 
Then he suddenly bethought him of his duty to the 
Queen, which involved the writing of a letter sum- 
marising the proceedings of the night. Picking up 
paper and writing-pad he made his way as quickly as 
possible through the throng into the lobby. The 
‘ division would occupy nearly a qiia'^ter of an hour, and 
as time was precious he would improve the oppor- 
th'iiity while it presented itself. When he came back 
he opened the writing-pad on his knee and wont on 
with the letter, undisturbed by the stream of members 
constantly passing him on the way to their places. 

“At a qiiarter to two this iiiornini^ (writes tlie eye-witness 
already qiioteil from) the inflow of nieiiihers hegari to fall off. 
They liad at R^'st ruslied in like tlie^ea. They now trickled back 
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like a brook in June. As the tnal moment arrived the excitement 
grew in intensity. Lord Randolph Churchill was back, sitting 
on the extreme edge of the seat, straining his eyes, first towards 
one door, then to the oyier; looking for the toller who slnj^ld 
be first in. Sir Henry Wolff bustled in and out, bringing the 
latest report of the figures. The buzz of conversation rose higher 
and higher ; and still, as at another crisis Madame Defarge went 
on knitting, Mr. Gladstoit; went on writing, ‘]»resenting his 
linmble duty to the Ciiieon,* informing her how matters thus 
far IiMtl fared. 

“ IVesently Lord Kensington, who liad been ‘telling’ the 
Ministerialists, made his way with difliculty through the 
crowd at the bar. I^ord Richard (irosvenor, who wjis ‘telling’ 
with the Opposition, had not yet arrivetl. Here was a portentous 
incident, tluj significance of whiffli coiijd not be misunderstood. 
If the Ministeriali.sts were through the lobby first, they must 
l»e the smaller number. Rut it A\as remembered that tlio 
Lihtirals, even wlion in a con.siderahle m|jority, are often the 
first through f-lie lobl»y. Xo one dared either ha sure or sad. 

“Sir Henry WoUV, who had ma<Je anotlier excuision to the 
gates of the < fjiposition lohliy, leturncd ladiantface, calling 
out llie niimlnM's as lie jiassed the Front Opposition Rcnch, and 
cairying the glad tidings toJiis excited l^isader. Then Lord 
Randolj)h gave vent to his fadings in a shout of delight. It 
was taken up from member.s near him, and wfis echoed in tke 
Irish camp behind. In another minute all the tellers were in, 
and it was seen that Lord Richard Grosvenor, instead of moving 
to tlie right, the place of the victor inathe line of Whips, was 
edging to the left. 

“ Lord Randolpli Clmrchiil leapt on to the bench, and, waving 
his hat madly above his head, uproariously cheered. Mr. 
followed his example, and presently all the Irish members, 
and nearly all the Conservatives below the gangway, were 
standing on the hcnchcsj waving hats and pocket-handkerchiefii, 
elamoiirously clieeriiig. This was renewed wlieii the figures were 
rciid out by Mr. Winn, and again when they were proclaimed 
from the Chair. From the Irish camp rose cries of ‘ Buck- 
shot ! Buckshot!’ ‘Coercion!* These had no rclevancy^fco the 
Budget scheme ; but they showed that? the Irish members have 
not forgotten Mr. Forster, and that thisfvas their hoiy: of victory 
rather than the day of tlie triumph of the Tories. 

“ Wlien the figures verc aiyiouiiced, .shewing the Government 
In fk minority of twelve, Lord Randolph Qhurchillfh|'eatened to 
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mad with joy. He wrun^ the h#^d of the iinpaasivo Rowland 
Winn, who regarded him witli a kindly, curious smile, as if he 
weie some wild animal. Mr. Gladstone ha<i resunKMl his letter 
an^ w'ont on calmly writing, Av^j^ilsb the Clork at the table 
proceeded to run through the Orders the Day as if nothing 
particular had happeneil. But the House was in no mood for 
business. Cries for the adjournment filled the House. Mr. 
Gladstone , still holding his letter in one hand and the pen in the 
other, quietly moved tlie adjournmciit, and the crowd surged 
through the doorway, {he Conservatives still tumultuously cheer* 
ing." 
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CHAPTER XXT. 

THE STOP-GAP GOVERNMENT. 

•At the sitting of tho House next day, Mr. Gladstone, 
using the phrase consecrate to the occasion, stated 
tliat as a consequence of the decision arrived at by 
tho House early in the snori^ing, the Cabinet had 
thought fit to ^'submit a dutiful communication to 
Her Majesty.^^ It would, he added, with the ginivity 
of which on such occasions he is master, be pre- 
mature to disclose the natui'o of that communication. 
There was, indeed, no necessity for tho confidence. 
Everyone knew that t)e Ministry had resigned, and 
everyone expected that Lord Salisl)ury would be Bent 
for. These forecasts were realised. At first there 
was a hitch. Lord Salisbury accepting only condition- 
ally the duty imposed upon him by the Queen. He 
frankly decliired that before entering upon it 

was indispensable, in view of the relative position of 
parties in the House of Commons, that tho Conser- 
vative leaders should receive from Mr. Gladstone a 
pledge to support them in measures absolutely neces- 
sary to bring the Session to a close. m 

The two joints specified by* Lord Salisbury in the 
coiTOspoudence that followed were the* undisputed 
right of the Government to take^preced^ce for their 
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busiaess wlionever Supply or tlie Appropriation Bill 
was put down. Secondly, he claimed authority to 
issub Exchequer Bonds for tlfe rtC^quirements of the 
Estimates if no other provision was made, llis com- 
munication was addressed to tlio Queen, and by her 
sent on to Mr. Gladstone, with request for prompt 
reply. Tlio delicate negotiation \vas prolonged and 
embarrassed by the circumstance that the grave jMinis- 
terial crisis Avas not permitted toi * errii]'t the Queen’s 
holiday, which, enjoyed at Babnoi-al, necessitated 
much joiiri.oyiug ro iind fn., noi only of Queeii^s 
messengers, b’ of Minis! ers-eleet. Mr. GladsTone 
finally a^nswered that he had consulted his colleagues 
on the matter, and they were agreed it would be con- 
trary to their public duty to compromise their liberty 
by giving the sj^ecific pledges Lord Salisbury do- 
niandod. At the same tin«e’he assured the Queen 
that ^^iii the conduct of tlie necessary business of the 
country during the remainder of the Session, there 
would be no dispositidn to embarrass the Government 
serving your Majesty.^^ 

‘ With this assurance Lord Salisbury had to be con- 
tent, and forthwith set about constructing his Ministry, 
Lord. Randolph Churchill, who, as we have seen, had 
done more than any other member of the Opposition 
to oust Mr. Gladstone, came to the front. What he 
,had irreVercntly termed, ^^the old gaiig’^ did not love 
him. The section of jihe party whi(;h, without in- 
vidious distinction, may be described as being elderly 
and respectable, shook theii* heads and protested that 
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they wtnild not follow* tlie young man, a feeling of 
repulsion in whicli they certainly Ihad the sympathy 
of Lord Salisbury^ But the Young Man woiB all 
along the line. As Mr. Chamberlain put it in a con- 
temporary speech, Goliath hath succumbed to David, 
and Lord Kaudolph t/hurchill has his foot on Lord 
Salisbury's neck.” Sir Stafford* Northcoto, a man 
wh(>so great Parlianiontary capacity was obscured by 
a retiring disposition, was shelved in the recesses of 
tho House of Lords. He was named Earl of Iddes- 
leigh, and owed with the higli- sounding but harm- 
less office of First Lord of the Treasury. As a com- 
promise, Lord Kaudolph had to accept Sir Kichard 
Cross at the Home Office, Mr. W. H. ^iiiiith as Secre- 
tary of State for War, and Lord Geoj’go Hamilton as 
r''’Mt Lord of the Adniiralty. He himself became 
Secretary State for lidia, providing for Mr. Gorst 
with the Solicitor-Generalship and its attendant 
knighthood, and Mr. Arthur Balfour as President 
of the Local Government BoaAl, whilst Sir Henry 
Wolff was assured of entrance upon a diplomatic 
career that finally landed him Her Majesty’s Minister* 
.it Madrid. Sir Michael Hicks Beach undertook tho 
Chancellorship of the Exchecpier, with the LeadersJjjp 
of the House. . 

A most significant appointment was that of Loid 
Carnarvon to the Lord Lieutenancy of IrelaifQ. It 
was reported when the office wa|; accepted ^that Lord 
Carnarvon J'.'iiaa opecificaii^tipulated that an attempt 
I fiJtiould be^made to rdlo D\nd withoat coercion. 
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rujnour was confirmed at the earliest possible 
morient, when, on the reass^bliug o£ Parliament 
after the re-election of the new Ministers, the Lord 
Lieutenant informed the House of Lords that it was 
not intended to reintroduce the^ Crimes Act for Ire- 
land. 

It was recognised on both sides that the whole duty 
of the new Covernment was to wind up the business 
of the Session, dissolve Parliament, and appeal to the 
country. ^ 

Speaking at the Cobden Club dinner on the Satur- 
day immediately following the defeat of the Govern- 
ment, Mr. Chamberlain dt^'^cribed the situation with 
an incisiveness and lucidity that never vary with 
change of political attitude: Lord Salisbury and the 
Tory jiarty,^^ ho said, must^lie on the bed they have 
made for themselves. They cannot evade their re- 
sponsibilities. No doubt their situation is a very 
difficult one; but they should have thought of that 
before. No doubt they find themselves now face to 
facQ with many inconvenient declarations. There are 
statements which wo have been taught to describe as 
^ commercial illustrations ^ which will now have to be 
explained away, 'rhere are pledges which have been 
given, and tlie party, as a whole, are committed, if 
words ^.mcaii anything, to an entire reversal of almost 
the whole of the jiolicy of the last few years. But, 
gentlemen,'’ we are nol alarmed, ITiose pledges were 
not made to^be kept?: I’liev served their purpose# 
and I look forward interest to the spectaclei 
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which I believe will shortly be presented, of a great 
party with indecent ^pedition hastening to direst 
itself of a whole wsfrdrobe of pledges and professions 
which it has accumulated during the past few years, 
stripping off every r%g of consistency, and standing 
up naked and not ashamed, in ^order that ii may 
squeeze itself into office. That is the position, gentle- 
men. It is only upon these terms tliat what will be 
known in history as the Stop-gap Government can 
inyite the toleration of its appoqcnts. They must not 
undo our work. They must not jeopardise the results 
already accomplished. They Tnii'jji continue on the 
main lines of the policy they have ho often and so 
vehemently condemned. But if they are willing to do 
that, for my part I see no reason why they sliould not 
remain as caretakers oi the premises until the new 
tenants are ready, in November, for a prolonged, and, 
I hope, peimanent, occuiiation.^^ 

It fell to the lot of Sir Michagl Ri ach 1o provide a 
Budget in lieu of the one upon which the late Ministry 
had been overthrown. ^JMiis task he accomplished in, 
a charmingly simple manner. By the vote of the 8th 
of June the Ilouse of Commons had decided against 
the proposal of Mi*. Childers to increase the beer and 
spirit duties. The existing arrangement undei this 
head would accordingly be left undisturbed. But the 
whole of the other proposals of the Budget on which 
the late Government had been^d(‘throned* would be 
adopted by their succesi^ors. Tho^ion-incjease of the 
• beer -and spirit duties would jeafe a dofictt of four 

X 2 
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millions, wliicli he proposed to meet by the elementary 
device of issuing exchequer bills. 

6n the 14th of August Parfiament was prorogued, 
and on the 18th of November it was dissolved. 

The interval was a busy one for politicians. Mr. 
Chamberlain came prominently to the front, deliver- 
ing a series of stirrihg speeches at Holloway, Hackney, 
Hull, Warrington, Glasgow, Bradford, and other great 
centres of population. Knowing nothing of the brink 
on which he stood, unsuspecting the astounding trans- 
formation scene silently preparing, he at this epoch 
out-rouged all Radicals. He propounded what was 
known as the^unfiuthorised prograirime,^^ travelling 
along Radical lines far beyond the point of junction 
at which Mr. Gladstone, impelled by pressure from 
below the gangway, had yet bhen able to fix it. None 
were more aharmed than a section of his former 

« . . . . T 

colleagues. The Salvation Army in Polilics,^^ Mr. 
Goschen described the enthusiastic band that followed 
the rnenibcT for Birmingham. Mr. Chamberlain, for 
his part, was not less bitter in denunciation of 
Moderate Liberals than he was of Conservatives. 
With eye plainly fixed on Lord Hartington and Mr. 
Gbschen, he, speaking at Warrington on the 8th of 
September, uttered the warning that “ if the Moderate 
Liberals joined the Tories they would be going out of 
the frying-pan into the fire ” — a curious reflection 
from so high auth<jj*nty to come upon* in the last 
decade of the century. ^'It is perfectly futile and 
ridiculous,”* he, in /jhis same Speech, protested, for * 
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any political Rip Van Winkle to come down from the 
mountain on which ho^lias been slumbering anc^tell 
us that these thingfi [enumerated in the Unauthorised 
Draft] are to be excluded from the Liberal Pro- 
gramme. The worjd has moved on while these 
dreamers have been sleeping, and it would be absurd 
to ignore tlio growth of public opinion and the change 
in the situation the Reform Acts have produced.” 

On the 9th of November Mr. Griad stone left Hawar- 
den on his new Midlothian Campaign, his journey 
northward being, as before, a triumphal progress. 
At all the large towns multitudes thronged round the 
carriage and were addressed in Vel,vement, vigorous 
speeches. 

The Parnellites, having made it •possible for the 
Conservatives to turn Mr. Gladstone out of olRce, loyally 
maintained the alliance at the general election. T^ey 
were not without hope that they Would obtain from 
a Tory Government that Homojftulo on which their 
hearts were set and which Mr. Gladstone had hitherto 
refused. Lord Carnarvon had made haste to announce 
that the Coercion Bill would not be renewed. Later, 
on the eve of the general election, Mr. Parnell had 
referred to the po^^ition of Austria and Hungary as 
suggesting a possible ba^s of settlement of the Irish 
difficulty. Speaking at Newport on October 7t]j, Lord 
Salisbury j umped at this sugges fcion . He was bound to • 
say that he had never seen any plan or suggestion that 
would at present give ^im the lightest ground for 
anticipating that in that direction would be feund satis- 
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factory solution of tHo IrisH problem. lie 

added, wish that it may bo so.” 

These things wore on the stVrface. Much else was 
going on by siibterranoan passages, sufficient at all 
events to induce the Irish party to enlist their unrivalled 
electoral skill and activity^ in the service of Tory can- 
didates wherever tlu»y stood. The poll, under the Re- 
form Act, completed just before the change of Ministry, 
was taken upon a register which for the first time in- 
cluded the whole body of the householders and lodgers 
of the United Kingd< uu. The loworin g of the franchise 
in the boroughs, bringing on lo the Register largo 
batches of Irish voters, was an immense assistance to tho 
Constitutional J)ariy. Nt‘V'erlhe](*s*s, when the figures 
were finally adjusted it was found that the House of 
Commons was to the e\tent of exac lly one half com- 
posed of Liberals, who uuniboi^ed 8-jr) against 249 ^J^orics 
and 86 Parnellites. The counties had readjusted the 
balance of the boroughs, the new ly enfranchised rustic 
voter supporting the iands that had emancip.ated him. 

Everything now plainly turned upon the attitude ol 
thei^Irish members. They were masters of the situa- 
tion and their price was well known. That Lord 
S^ilisbury and his colleagues were considering whethei 
it was worth what it would ♦bring appeared from the 
fact that, contrary to custom established in 1868 and 
observed in 1874 and 1880, Ministers, having suffered 
at tho polls a heavy (^efeat on strictly party lines, did 
not forthwith resign. ParKament need not meet just 
yet, and in tho meantime a gi'cat deal might happeix 
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One thing that' happened was a mooting between Lord 
Carnarvon and Mr. Parnell^ brought about at the 
* invitation of tlio Conservative Lord Lieutenaniil at 
which a Homo Itnlo scheme was frankly discussed 
with friondliost attitude on the part of Lord Salisbury's 
colleague. When, seme months later, the secret of 
this conference oozed out, it was affirmed on behalf of 
Lord Salisbury and his colleagues in the Cabinet that 
in this matter Lord Carnarvon had acted entirely on 
his own initiative, without authority from the Cabinet, 
an unusual proceeding oif tlio,part of a cautious and 
experienced statesman, and a very dangerous precedent 
to create. ^ 

The first Session of the new l^arlmtnent o])ened on 
the 12th of January (188G)*th0 Queen lending to the 
desperate Ministry the^rare support of her presence at 
the opening ceremony. The Speech from the Throne 
confirmed the impression which had overmastered 
earlier suspicion, that Lord Salisbury's Grovernmeut 
had finally abandoned all idea ol maintaining alliance 
with the Parnellites on the peremptory terms of their 
bringing in a Home Rule Bill. The benevolent attitude 
displayed by Lord Salisbury at Newport was changed, 
the Speech containing ominous announcement that '^i£ 
the existing provisions of the Law prove inadequate to 
cope with the growing evils of organised intimidatiou, 
Parliament will be asked to grant further pewers to 
^he executwe.” ^ 

This settled the matter. Tfie support of the Irish 
members withdrawn, (be Governiifent was doomed, am} 
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there remained only the question of the precise spot on 
whigh they should fall. The Government manoeuvred 
to go out.upo^i a division on the Idsh Question, when 
they would have the advantage of dying gloriously in 
'“'defence of the Union. Pate was against them, they 
being driven out of office upon an unromantio side 
issue. Amongst the amendments to tbe Address was 
one moved by Mr. Jesse Collings, regretting that the 
Queen^s Speech contained no promise of legislation 
in the matter of small g^llotments for agricultural 
labourers. This amendment was carried by 329 votes 
to 250, and the Stop-gap (Jovernmeut, having achieved 
its mission, disj\ppefarecl from the scene. 
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Iw a letter written by Mr. Gladstone to his friend 
Bishop WilberEorce, dated there occurs this 

remarkable passage: There have been two great 

deaths, or transmigrations spirit, in my political 
existence — one very slow, the breaking of ties with 
my original party ; the other, v<^ry short and sharp, 
the breaking of the tie with OxTord. There will 
probably be a third and no morc.^^^ It is not possible 
that at this period Mi?. Gladstone had in his mind the 
great disruption of 188d. Yet that event precisely 
fulfils the forecast. * 

It has been rnado a charge against Mr. Gladstone 
that through ])olitical exigencies and from lust of 
power he made a sudden turn-about-face on the Homo 
Rule Question. That is a charge from which* Lord 
Hartington at an early stage of the bitter controversy 
generously relieved him. Speaking at the Eighty 
Club dinner on the 5tJi of March, 188(5, Lord Har- 
tington said : I think no one who has read or heard 
during a long series of years^the declarations of 
Gladstonep on tlie question of ^elf-govermnent in Ire- 
land can be surprised at the tone of his present decla- 
ration. Lord Raiidqljlh Churchi!l, himself an attentive 
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Btudent of Mr. Gladstone’s spee^;lies, can find no later 
date than 1871 in which Mr. Gladstone has spoken 
strongly against the demands of tile Irish people for 
greater self-government. Well, wfien I look back to 
those declarations Mr. Gladstone made in his place in 
!^arliament, which have not bee% infrequent, when I 
look to the increased definiteness given to those decla- 
rations in his address to the electors of Midlothian 
and in his Midlothian speeches ; when I look to the 
announcements which, however uuauthi>risod and in- 
accurate, have never ])oen Rsserted to ho, and could 
not have been, more figments of tho imagination, but 
expressed more or less accurately not the conclusions 
which Mr. Gladstone had formed, but the ideas he was 
consideriug in his own nrind, I say, when I consider 
all these things, I* feel that I have not, and that no 
©ne else has, any right whatever to complain of the 
tone of tho declarations which Mr. Gladstone has 
recently made on this subject.^^ 

This passage accurjfitely deals with dates and oc- 
casions. Speaking at Manchester in the same year, 
Mr. jGladstone precisely described his position ante- 
cedent to the date of his third Administration. Since 
1871,^^ he said, ^^wheii Homo Rule came up above the 
suiiace, and long before it was at fhe front, I never 
once on any occasion have in principle condemned it. 
I have i;pquired to know its meaning. I have required 
to see that it was aski^d and sought for by the bulk 
of the Irish*nation. I^ut never in its principle has it 
been condemned by toe.” 
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Turning over tho Aighfcy volumes of his recorded 
speeches^ Mr. Gladstone remembered six upon which, 
since the Home E^ile Question became one of practical 
politics, he had adverted to it. Three were delivered 
on public platforms — at Aberdeen in 1872, in Mid- 
lothian 1879-80, anS in Guildhall 1881. More impor- 
tant were three made in the House of Commons. The 
first in 1872 when, as Prime Minister, he was called 
upon to reply to Mr. ButPs resolution affirming 
Home Rule principles; the second in 1874, when he 
spoke as Leader of the Opposition ; tho third in 1880, 
when,^^ as he with curious punctiliousness puts it, 
sat on those (tho Opposition bcivjhes) as an indepen- 
dent member. The present writer*happeued to hear 
the speech delivcTod in the House o| Commons in 1872. 
After a Lipse of moro*than twenty years there remains 
the impression left on the mind of the hearer of the un- 
usual tone of tho I Viino Minister’s declarations. At that 
time Mr. Butt was leader of a numerically small, 
personally an insignificant, pafty. Home Rule was a 
new cry, and was mot with sometimes angry, always 
contemptuous protest, from politicians, whether Liberal 
or Conservative. Mr. Gladstone, by his speech, gave 
importance to w];Lat was otherwise a fiat, uninteresting 
debate. Differing from other speakers outside the 
little Irish camp, he did not utter a non^possumua. 
What he did was to invite Mr. Butt to deflhe Ho^ge 
Rule, foi4nulate a scheme, submit it to the House 
and the country, and thereup^on opiuion might be 
formed. 



188 MB. GLuiDSTONiiJ. 

(t 

In Februaiy, 1882, Mr. P. J, Smith moved an 
amendment to the Address, declaring that only 
efficacious remedy for the deplorable condition of Ire- 
and is a re-adjustment of the political relations esfcab- 
Kshed between Great Britain and,Ireland by the Act 
of Union.^^ Mr. Gladstone then made a speech which 
^ was, perhaps, an unconscious echo of his reply to Mr. 
Butt ten years earlier. The process of education in 
Home Rule principles having in the interval pro- 
gressed, he indeed went a step further, expressing 
himself favourable to the introduction of Local Gov- 
ernment in Ireland, rightly understood, he was 
careful to add. JBut he insisted that the prelimin- 
ary step thereto could not be taken until the Irish 
members had produced a plan and set forth the 
machinery by winch they meant to decide between 
Imperial and local questions, and so to give satisfaction 
to members of the House of Commons upon the first 
and most paramount ^uty — namely, to iiifiintain the 
supremacy of the Imperial authority for every prac- 
tical jDurpose relating to the interests of this great 
, Emphe.” 

In this same debate on the Address, speaking on the 
16th of February, 1882, Mr. Glad&%one made a de- 
claration on the Home Rule Question, which he 
reasonably relies upon to acquit him of the charge of 
becoming with suspicious suddenness a qonvert to 
Homo Rule.' ‘^1 belief he said, "that when the 
demand is made froln Ireland, for bringing purely 
Irish affeirS^ more es;()ecially or more largely under 
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Irisli control outside the walls of Parliament, the wise 
wav to meet that demand is not the method adopted 
by the senior m^ber for the University of Dublin 
(Mr. Plunkot), who, if I understood him aright, said 
that anything recognising purely Irish control over 
purely Irish affairs fnust necessarily bo a step towar<fe 
separation, and must, therefore necessarily be fraught 
with danger. I^hat I do not believe to be the wise or 
the just method of dealing with the subject. 

In my opinion the wise and just method of dealing 
with it is this — to requii^ th^t before any such plan 
can be dealt with, or can be examined with a view to 
being dealt with on its merits, wp niust ask those who 
propose it — and this is a question > have universally 
put — What are the })rovis*ions which you propose to 
make for the Suprerjiacy of Parliament? That has 
been my course, and that is the course in which I intend 
to persjvere. I am bound to say that I have not yet 
received an answer. I never heard in the mouth of 
Mr. Butt, or from the mouth of any other gentleman, 
any adeejuate or satisfactory explanation upon that 
subject. And to this declaration of my opinions I 
have only one more limitation to add, and it is that I 
am not prepared to give to Ireland anything which in 
point of principle it would be wrong to give to Scot- 
land, if Scotland requires it ; and that is a condition, 
that is a limitation, which I am sure Irish in«>mbers of 
the most papular class will be^ready to accept.^^ 

The answer to Mr. Gladstone’s enquiry as to the 
desirability, even t]?.© necessity, of granting Home 
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Rule to Ireland was supplied by the issue of the 
geuer^ election of December, ^1885. Out of 108 
Irish members, 85 were returned pledged to support 
Home Rule. This was an overwhelming majority, 
bAt it was exceeded in proportion by the respective 
character of the two sections. Nineteen of the Home 
Rulers had been returned without a contest, admission 
of the impregnability of their position. Of the 49 
who went to the poll each received an average of 
4,329 votes against an average of 454 polled for each 
Conservative returned. 

There was no mistaking the direction in which the 
wind of public opinion blew. Mr. Gladstone, as a 
Constitutional statesman, accepted the mandate. His 
first hope was tliat<the Government of Lord Salisbury 
would follow up Jbhe lines of the Newport speech and 
the amiable efforts of Lord Carnarvon, by attempting 
to grapple with the question. As he pointed out in 
his address to the electors of Midlothian, issued in 
February, 1886, Wea'k as the Conservative Govern- 
ment was for ordinary purposes, it had great advant- 
ages m dealing with the Irish crisis. A comprehensive 
measure proceeding from them would have received 
warm and extensive support from w;thin the Liberal 
party. It would probably have closed the Irish Con- 
troversy within the Session of 1886, and have left the 
Parliament of 1885 free to prosecute the stagnant 
work of ordinary legislation, with the multitude of 
questions that it inclined. My earnest hope was to 
support thecCabinet ii such a coiUtse of policy. ' 
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Happening to meet Mr. Artliiir Balfour, a fellow 
guest at Eaton Hall, ^r. Gladstone took the ojipor- 
tonity of expressing the hope that Lord Salisbury's 
Government, which si ill hung on to office, would take 
a strong and cnrly ^decision on the Irish Question# 

If,” he said, ‘^yon bring in a* proposal foi settling 
the whole question of the future Government of 
Ireland, my desire would bo, reserving of course 
necessary freedom, to Irc'at it in the same spirit in 
which I have endeavoured to proceed in respect to 
Afghanistan and the B<dkan IVninsula.” 

"'This overliire was declined, and Mr. Gladstone dis- 
covered that if 11)0 ns])iralions of^L*(jland were to be 
satisfied ho must take the field in person. Already 
there were disquieting rumours of ^ new departure. 
In mid-Ucceniber, a he\Aspapor partvgraph appeared 
purjiorting to give an outhno of the Home Rule scheme 
sanctioned by the Liberal chief. This Mr. Gladstone 
discreetly contradicted. Thc^schoine ” (which Mr. 
John Morley dcMTihed as ^Mhe gu(»ss of some enter- 
prising newspaper gentleman ”) ** is not,” Mr. Glad- 
stone averred, an accurate repi’esentation of my views, 
but as I pr(\sume a speculation upon them. It is not 
published with rnj^knowledgo or authority, nor is &txy 
other beyond my own pifl)lic declarations.” 

A month later Mr. Gladstone had formed his Minis- 
try on the resignation of Lord •vSalisbury. It be(*ani 6 ^ 
necessary when inviting colleagnos to join him that 
th 6 Premier should precisely state liis views on the 
Home Rule Question. "'Iliis Btatenlent,it soon appeared, 
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was not satisfactory to Lord Hartington nor to Sir 
Henry James. The latter sacritied opportunity of 
succeeding to the splendid posiifion^f Lord Chancellor 
rather than join in Mr. Gladstone’s new crusade. It is 
interesting to recall the fact that neither Lord Harting- 
^on nor Sir Henry James at thfs time contemplated 
permanent severance) from the Liberal party. Lord 
Hartington spoke of the great regret with which he 
found himself for a time separated from, or at any 
rate not in complete harmony with, those with whom I 
have for so many years^fountl my chief pride and plea- 
sure in acting.^^ I am not going to hike up my abode 
in a cave,^’ Sir Hqpry Janies told his constituents. 

The climate of a cave would not suit me.^^ With 
these two exceptions, and the temporary withdrawal 
of Sir Charles Dilke from political life, tho new 
Ministry was formed principally of Mr. Gladstone’s 
colleagues in his former Administration. 

Contemplating the labour attendant on attempt 
to pilot a Homo Eulc Bill through the House, Mr. 
Gladstone did not again take up the office of Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, with which some of the most 
brilliant episodes of his career were connected. Sir 
Wi)liam Harcourt, whom some prophets expected to 
see on the Woolsack, became Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, Sir Farrer Herschell becoming Lord Chan- 
cellor with the title Lord Herschell. Lord Rosebery 
was Foreign Secretary^ Lord Granville caring for the 
t)olonics. Mr. Chamberlain was President of the Local 
Government Board, ^r. John M^rley Chief Secretary^ 
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Lord Aberdeen undeftaking the duties of Lord Lieu- 
tenant. Mr. Trevelyan was Secretary for Scotland; 
Mr. Heneage Ch^ncSllor of the Duchy of Lancaster, 
and Mr. Jesse Collings Under Secretary of the Local 
Government Board. The brief Ministerial career 
Mr. Collings was cllequered bjr two circumstances — 
one a squabble about his salary,, the other his being 
unseated for acts of bribery committed by his agent 
at the Ipswich electiou. 

On the 8rd of February Mr. Gladstone completed 
his now Cabinet. Before a month had sped it was 
evident that all was not well within its recesses. 
At a Conference oF the London and Counties Liberal 
Union held on the 2iid of March, reference was made 
to the calm that appeared to ]n-evail in political cir- 
clos. am not sure/^ said Mr. John Morley gravely 
shaking his head, ^^that it is not the calm of the glassy 
watei’s on the edge of the bend of the Niagara.^^ The 
22nd of March was the date originally fixed for the 
introduction of Ministerial measflires dealing with Ire- 
land, one treating the Laud Question the other Local 
Government. As the day approached it was postponed 
for a fortnight. Before that extension of time was ex- 
hausted Mr. Chamberlain and ]\I r. Thevelyaii had rf*e- 
signed, being f (flowed, by Lord Morley and Mr. 
Heneage. It was made known later that Mr. Cham- 
berlain’s main objection to Mr. Gladstone’s prdj^rammi^ 
centred not^ on the Home Bule^Bill, but on the Land 
Bill. Addressing his constituents in Birmingham on the 
21st April, Mr. Chai^bbrlain saic^ he was afraid his 
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opposition to the Land Purchase Bill could not b© 
met^’ His sfcill impregnable Radicalism was indicated 
by the fact that he objected to the -measure “ because 
it pledged the future capital and earnings of the conn« 
tjry in order to gratify Irish landlords.” His oppqgj* 
ti6n to the Home Rule Bill was, he added, conditional^ 
and would be withdr^awu if the representation of Irish 
members at Westminster were maintainod. 

Mr. Gladstone patched up his Ministry and went 
forward with the task he had taken in hand. On the 
8th April, in a densely crowded and profoundly excited 
House, he explained the clauses of his Home Rule 
Bill. For three hoifrs and a half he spoke, with unfail- 
iiig vigour and with a lucidity that made clear to the 
listening throng t-ll the intncacies of his srlieme. The 
main proposal was tliatabody seated in Dublin should 
have control of the Executive (joverninont in L’olaud 
and of its legislative business. The ]\irliament was 
to consist of two representative chambers, an Upper 
and a Lower House. The hatter would be built up on 
the nucleus of the 103 nienibers then sitting at West- 
minster as representatives of Ireland. Those present 
during the delivery of the speech will not forget that 
no proposal of the Bill was received with such hearty 
and general ch(*cring. Before a week had passed it was 
selected as the clause upon which the fullest measure 
of opposition should he concentrated. Five days later 
the Irish land Porcljvse Bill was introduced with ib» 
effect of further alji^ating friends and strengtliening 
foo*. Early in tlMl morning *<0f the 9th of Jono the 
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House cllvi<letl on the second reading of the Home 
Rule Bill, which^ amid a scene of wild excitelnent, 
was rejected by a majority of thirty in a House of 652 
members. 

The Cabinet decided on an immediate dissolu^on 
and the reference of the issue fo the constituencies. 
It was a big undertaking, for, as things had now got 
mixed, it would be necessary for Mr. Gladstone to 
gain in Great Britain not less than 108 seats in order 
to retain office. He haft to .fight not only against 
the regular Conservative Opposition, but. agaiust a 
section of the old Ijiberal party, respectable in its 
numbers, influential in its membersltip. Mr. Bright, 
once the foremost champion of Irish Nationality, had 
long been drifting into line with tTie Tory landlords. 
The aitthor of the famous phrase Force is no remedy,’^ 
was now on the side of the Coeroionists, This change 
had been commented upon by the Irish members in 
terms whose violent animosity naturally aggrava,ted a 
man who had many claims upon their gratitude and 
respect. Mr. Bright threw himself into the elsetion 
contest on the side of the Tories with much of the 
vigour with which ho had in earlier* days fought .the 
battle of the peopfe in the Corn Law Controversy, and 
in the field of Parliamentary reform. In a speech de- 
livered on the eve of the election, he declaifed thaj^ 
"the legislation proposed by *Mr. Gladstone is only 
anotlier step forward in the m^ch through rapine to 
the break up of the Lbiited Kir^dom.^^ 

Mr. Chamberlain brought to bear on the campaign hia" 

vi% 
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unrivalled cxpc‘rieTic(3 in the stratofjy of electioneeriiiff 
gained wlieii Biniiiiighani was ^>vii)miig for itself the 
po?itiou of the stronghold of Libontlisra. Lord liar- 
tingtoii carried his personal and territorial influence into 
?ipposition against his former chi^f. The united, and 
much invigoi'ated, body of Conservatives joined hands 
with a mixed contingent of Whigs and liadicals. The 
combination was irresistible, and wlum the sum total 
of the electio]! was reached, Mr. Gladstone found 
hitUvSelf in a minority of 1?3. The new l^irliainent 
consisted (in addition to the Speaker) of 818 Con- 
servatives, 7d quondam Liberals, an allit‘d force of 
391, mustered jigainst 278 Homo Kulers, of whom 
85 were under the personal lead(M\ship of Mr. Parnell. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

IN OPPOSITjnON. 

This blow, falling nnexpectodly upon a man in his 
seventy-seventh year, was by ordinary computation 
sufficient to finally (pien«h de^sire for struggle or hope 
of victory. With Mr. Gladstone it served simply as 
the incentive to further action. He had been beaten 
down to the ground before. In*lH7t he himself 
thought his race was run? Yet a little while and ho 

returned to the coui’se, his coIoiTrs, after strenuous 

• • 

struggle, again flashing in the front. As compared 
with his position after the general election of 1874, his 
plight in the summer of 1886 was infinitely more 
hopeless. At the earlier epc^ch the Liberal party, 
though defeated and disheartened, was, to such extent 
'as is possible with it, united. Now it was yjjlit in 
twain, and the rivalry of the old political jiarties was 
loving kindness compared with th© bitter hatred of 
severed bretlireft. Mr. Bright’s attitude towards his 
colleague and friend forty years was typical of the 
chasms riven in the party. Not only ha(J his old 
captains tjiirned upon him, carrying with them files^f 
private soldiers, but, in evem larger prtiportion, de- 
fections arose in tjie Llberf^ press. Of London 
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moTning papers only one. The J^aily News, at this 
crisis under new editorial management, remained 
iaithfi)! to the Liberal chief and t]ie main body of the 
Liberal party. In the country important papers like 
The Scotsman in Edinburgh, and The Daily Post in 
Bnningham, having through many years done cou- 
spicfious service to the Liberal cause, now joined 
the enemy. 

In An Artistes Reminiscences,^^ Mr. Rudolf Leh- 
mann quotes a personal tribute paid by the late Sir 
Andrew Clark to his illustrious patient, which sharply 
indicates Mr. Gladstone's position at tliis time. 

Hero is a man,^^ he said, ^^who at the very end of a 
long life, honourabjy spent in the service of his coun- 
try, in possession of everything a mortal can possibly 
desire, risks fame, position, the love, nay, the esteem 
of his country antj his Sovereign — everything in fact 
worth living for — in order to carryout what he is pro- 
foundly convinced to be l ight. And bow that man is 
vilified ! But, mark my^ word, no man will be more 
regretted and more extolled when he is gone.” 

At one time there seemed some possibility of the 
wound being sewed up and the Liberal party coming 
together once more. Mr. Chamberlain was, at first, 
a littlb restive finding himself yoked with a political 
pgrrty he had spent the earlier* years of his life in 
combating. On the eve of Christmas, 1886, Lord 
Randolph Churchill, who* in the formation of Lord 
Salisbury's Government 'jhad been made Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and Leader ^of the House of 
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Commons, abruptly resigned. There was a time in 
tlie Parliament of 1880-5 when Mr. Chamberlain and 
Lord Randolph Qhufcliill were almost literalljr at 
daggers drawn. Their long personal duel reached 
a climax when Lord Randolph, in a succession of 
stormy scones, indicted Mr. Chamberlain for alle^9^ 
responsibility for the Aston Riots. Acting together 
in common opposition to Mr. Gladstone and all his 
works, the two had become as closely allied as they 
were formerly bitterly estranged. Lord Randolph’s 
retirement from the Ministry filled Mr. Chamberlain 
with alarm. The old Tory influence had gained the 
upper hand in the Government^” he told li s con- 
stituents, ^^and we may fiud ourselres face to face 
with a Tory Government whose proposals no con- 
sistent Liberal would bp able to suppq;*t.” What were 
the Libeials going to do? soerfis to me,” Mr. 

Chamberlain said, 'Hhey have a great, perhaps a 
final opportunity. We Liberals are agreed on ninety- 
nine points of our programme. ♦We disagree only on 
one. Are we far apait upon the piinci[)les which 
ought to guide a settlement ot iliat one — the Land 
Question ? I think not. I am convinced that sitting 
round a table, coming together in spint of com- 
promise and conciliation, almost any three men, 
Leaders of the Liberal party, although they may hold 
opposite views upon another branch of the ^uestioii^ 
would yet be able to arrange some scheme.” 

This led to the famous Roiftid Tab e tJonference.^ 
It consisted of Sir Harej^urt, at whose house 
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the meetings were held and who still preserves the 
table (which, by the way, is not round, but elliptical in 
shape); Mr. John Morley, Lord H?»rsqhell, Mr. Chamber- 
lain, and Sir George Trevelyan. The proceedings were 
watched with keen interest. Upon the result every- 
thing turned. The Liberal parfy once reunited, the 
Salisbury Ministry on Sufferance would go the way of 
the Stop-gap Government. At a moment when agree- 
ment seemed within reach of outstretched hand there 
appeared in The an article from the pen of 

Mr. Chamberlain, in which^he bitterly attacked Mr. 
Gladstone. This fell 0 !i the astonished world like 
a bolt out of the b^ie. Mr. Gladstone at once re- 
cognised the nsSlessness of further negotiations for 
peace, and at his instance Sir William Harcourt wrote 
suggesting that further meetings of the Conference 
should be suspfended. It never met again, and day 
by day the bitterness of parted friends grew blacker. 
Lord Hartington and Mr. Chamberlain still insisted 
that they, at this, their best of times, 73 strong, 
were the true Liberals, the 193 Home Rulers, re- 
retuuned by British constituencies, being the Seceders. 
They called themselves Liberal Unionists. But the 
style Dissentient Liberals, which The Daily News 
attached to the little party, was '"more widely ac- 
cepted. 

Promptly on the conclusion of the general election, * 
'Air. Gladstone resigned office, and Lord^, Salisbury, 
•after vain*overtnres for official coalition with Lord 
Hartington, reignef in his stead. Once more the 
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veteran gladiator uttered a note of fatigue. On the 4th 
August^ 1886, he wrote to Mr. Arnold Morley, Chief 
Whip under his l%te Govermnent: ‘^Even apart Ifrom 
the action of permanent causes the strain of the last 
six years upon me has been gi’eat, and I must loo!^ 
for an o})portunity df some ohang(3 and repose, whet^jer 
in or beyond this country.^* He did not appear during 
the brief Session in which Lord Randolph Churchill 
led the House of Commons, spending some autumn 
inontlis in Italy. But he was back in the following 
Session, taking his place as Leader of the Opposition, 
fiiltilling its duties with unsparing assiduity. Uo took 
a ])roininent part in the debates^connected with the 
appointment of the Parnell Counnissiftn, and surpassed 
himself in the vigour and eloquence of his speeches 
whenever the Irish Question came up. 

Sixh an occasion befel on a inembi-dble night in 
the Session of 1880. Mr. John Morley had moved 
an amendment to the Address, challenging the Irish 
policy of the Government. Through four not very 
lively nights the talk had meandered. Oih Mon- 
day, the 1st of March, the House filled up in anticipa- 
tion of a speech from Mr. Gladstone. The town was 
thrilling with the news which that mf)rnmg had biyrst 
on the Courts of Justice.where the Parnell Commission 
sat. Pigott, the person on whom The Times had 
mainly built up its charges against Mr. Paraell, ha^ 
for some d^ys of the previous week suffered scathing 
cross-examination by Sir Charts Russell. On Mon-* 
day morning he was to have ret|rned to his place of 
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torture. When his name was^called no answer wsa 
forthcoming^ and soon it was known that the perjured 
witness had fled. ^ 

This collapse of a case from wtich so much was 
hoped — had indeed been accomplished — to the detn- 
lilient of Homo Rule, visibly depressed the Ministeria- 
lisflS. The elation in the Liberal ranks was typified by 
Mr. Gladstone’s manner as he stood at the table. Mr. 
Morley’s amendment was an invitation to the Govern- 
ment to abandon their coercive policy and attempt the 
pacification of Ireland by boldly and generously deal- 
ing with the agrarian question. ‘^You may,” said 
Mr. Gladstone, in a concluding passage delivered with 
thrilling energy, /^deprive of its grace and of its free- 
dom the act you are asked to do, but avert that act 
you cannot. To |frevent its consummation is utterly 
beyond your power. It seems to approach at an 
accelerated rate. Coming slowly or coming quickly, 
surely it is coming. And you yourselves, many of 
you, must in your owp breasts bo aware that already 
you see in the handwriting on the wall the signs of 
comij:\g doom.” 

Mr. Parnell had not been present during this 
speech. Ho canje in after dinner, entering so quietly 
that few noticed him. Mr. Asquith, then an almost un- 
known Scotch member, had just concluded one of those 
speechesc which rapidly laid the sure foundations of 
iSgh ministerial position. When the crowded House 
became awaVe of Mr. Piarnell on his feet in an obscuve 

the Jrish members uproa^i 
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stofmilj cheering. Soo^ie English members above th 
gangway followed their example. Mr. Gladstone^ look 
ix^ round and recognising Mr. Parnell, rose to wolcofc 
the return of a man ^vho had, through strangely moving 
circumslances, emerged from dire peril. His action was 
imitated by all his oolWagues on the Front Bench, only 
Lord Harliiigton, who m company *with Mr. Chamber- 
lain and Sir Henry James through this Parliament in- 
sisted on seating themselves in line with Mr. Glad- 
stone in testimony that they were still Liberals, though 
they habitually voted with the Tories — only Lord 
Hartington at the gangway-end of the Front Oppo- 
sition Bench sat stolidly staring before him. 

It was a memorable scene, ol whicli dgiibtless inlater 
years Mr. Parnell, sitting lonely below the gangway, 
must sometimes have thought. • 

After the collapse of the Parnell Comniissicn, Mr. 
Gladstone’s hope and faith, which had never faltered, 
began to inspire the great body of his followers in the 
House of Commons and througliqjit the country. A 
majority of 113 appears a stone wall against which a 
Leader of the Opposition may beat in vam. Already.it 
had begun to crumble. Not only did the bye-elections 
send recruits to the Horne Rule army,bn,t members like 
Sir George Trevelyan, Mr, Came and others wlio ha& 
seceded in 1886 began to struggle back bo the colours. 
The rising tide that seemed to be carrying thaJBome 
Bale party into tho haven where it would be was 
suddenly and calamitously cliecjcod by uii*mduence 
least expected to work in this diiKction. An action 
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for divorce brought by Captain O’Shea with Mr. 
Parnell as co-respondent resulted in the pronounce- 
ment of a decree niai. It wasfnaijurally expected that 
Mr. Parnell would resign tho Leadership of the Irish 
party, and, temporarily at least, withdraw from politi- 
cal life. Mr. Parnell hesitating, Mr. Gladstone de- 
clared his position in the- following letter addresed to 
Mr. John Morley: — 

‘‘1, Carlton Gaulens, Nov. 24, 1890. 

“ My dear Morley, — Having arrived at a certain conclubion with 
regard fco the continuance at the present moment of Mr. Parnells 
Icaidership of the Irish prrty, 1 have seen Mr. McCarthy on my 
ai rival in town, and have impiired fiom him \\licther I was likely 
to receive from Mr. Parnell him•^elf any communication on tlie 
subject. Mr. McCart^iy leplicd that he was unable to give me 
any coinmunicaticn on the sulgect. I mentioned to him that in 
1882, after the terrible inuidar in the Phoenix Park, Mr. Parnell, 
although totally repioved from any idea of responsibility, had 
spontaneously written to me and oft’eied to take the Chiltern Hun- 
dreds, an offer much to his honour, but one whieli I thought it iny 
duty to decline. 

“ While clinging to the hope of a communication from Mr. Par- 
nell to whomsoever addressed. I thouglit it necessary, viewing tlio 
arrangements for the commencement of the Session to-moriow, to 
acquaint Mr. McCarthy of the conclusion at which, after using 
all the means of observation and icflection in my power, 1 had 
myself arrived. It was that, notwithstanding the splendid ser- 
vices rendered by Mr. Parnell to his country, his continuance at 
the present moment in ttie leadership would be productive of con- 
sequences disastrous in the highest degree to the cause of Ireland. 
l<«hink I may be warranted in asking yovj so far to explain the 
conclusion I liave given above as to add that the continuance 
which 1 speak of would not only ^dace many liearty and effective 
friends of the Irish cause in a position of great embarrassment, 
but wolf id render my retention of the leadersliip of the Liberal 
party, based as it has been mainly upon tlie prosecution of the 
Irish cause, •'almost a nulKty. 

“This explanation of my own view I begged Mr. McCarthy to 
regard as confidential, ^ind not intended for his colleagues gener- 
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ally, if he found that Parnell contemplated spontaneous 
action. But 1 also beg^d that he would make knowi to the 
Irish party at their meeting to-morrow afternoon that was 
my conclusion if he slmulu find that Mr. Parnell had in con- 
templation any step of the nature indicated. 

“ I now write to you in case Mr. McCarthy should be enable to 
communicate with Mr. Parnell, as I understand you may possibW 
have an opening to-rno^row through another channel. Shoum 
you have such an opening I would bdj' you to make knowifto* 
Mr. Parnell the conclusion itself, which I have stated in the 
earlier part of this letter. I have thought it best to put it in 
terms simple and direct, much as I should have desired liad it 
been within my power to alleviate the painful nature of the situa- 
tion. As respects the manner of conveying what my public duty 
has made it an obligation to %ay, I^rely entirely on your good 
feeling, tact, and judgment.*’ 

Mr. Parnell declined to bud^e. There followed 
the historic scenes in Committee Koctfn No. 15/ where 
the once autocratic Irish chief stood at bay against 
the majority of his own followers. There were per- 
sistent rumours that Mr. Gladstone, tired out and 
finally disgusted with the man for whom be had sac- 
rificed so much, had resolved to quit the scene. The 
story found credence only in proportion as it reached 
the outer edge of the circle that surrounded him. 
Those standing nearer, privileged to watch him work 
and hear him talk, smiled at the notion. He himself 
took no notice of the persistent rumours, till one Wed- 
nesday he indirectly answered in conclusive fashion. 
On that day he made a speech in the House of Com- 
mons which is conceded by friend and foe t(^ rank on 
a level wi^Ji his greatest efforts. The subject was flf 
a kind that always inspires liis oratory.* It was ink- 
Yolved in a Bill proppsing to remove the bar which 
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fends off Roman Cntliolics from the Woolsack and 
fropi the Lord Lion tenancy of ^Ireland. It is almost 
the vestige of religious intolerance left on the 
statute book, and Mr. Gladstone hoped to remove it 
^efore Lis strength was spent. As he rose the 
blouse was crowded, a rare thing on a Wednesday 
afternoon, when the Speaker takes the chair at mid- 
day. He spoke for an hour and ten ininuies, with an 
ease, a fulness ot voice, a dignity of tone, and a 
strength of argument that charmed the House, if it 
did not convince the nlajonty. Jt was a speech that, 
had it heen the single effort of a lifetime, would have 
estaWifthed a l^aili^tUKuitary reputation. Coming in- 
cidentally in the course of the Session, a sort of re- 
creatiou on an (»ff-day in a strenuous campaign, it 
was a marvellous achievement ior an octogenarian, 
and for a while dissipitod any lingering idea that Mr, 
Gladstone, weary of the long fight, weighted under 
his load of years, was sighing for rest. 

But even with its doughtiest champion undismayed, 
it seemed that at 1 ist Iloine Rule had received its death 
blow. It never had roused seiitiment iu England, Scot- 
land, and Wales as, for example, did the Reform Bill, or 
Mii. PlimsolFs crusade against overloaded ships. It 
was Mr. Gladstone's marvellous personality, his in- 
domitable energy, liis persuasive eloquence, that had 
^lowly worked on the jmblic mind, bringing it into a 
condition iij which it was resolved, at whatever cost, 
to do«^justice to a sister nation. Such a mood did not 
seem equal to the strain placed upon it by the squabblee 
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that now aro‘^e amon^ the Irish inoinhers, liy the 
uproar in Committee Jtoom No. 15, by the absanlt# led 
by Mr. Parnell in*person on The Fneman^a Journal 
Office in Dublin, by the recrimination in the news- 
papers, and by thj abuse on the platforms. Thi|fit 
sincerest fiiends of Home Eule were growing tirediof 
it. Only IMr. Gladstone stood steadfast, pressing for- 
ward with unfaltering step towards a goal that seemed 
ever receding. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

FOURTH TIME PREMIER. 

Mr. Gladstone tolls a story of a lady whom he met 
within a year of the generpJ ejection of 1886. She 
is/^ he says, an old and esteemed friend of mine, a 
very kind friend, but has the misfortune of being a 
strong Tory. WeVere talking over a recent speech 
of Lord Salisbury at the. Carlton Club. This lady was 
very much annoyed that Lord Salisbury should have 
exhibited great fear of a dissolution. I said, ^ Well, 
it is very unreasonable indeed that he of all people 
in the world should dread a dissolution. Does not 
everybody know ^ — presuming to speak of myself as 
a symbol of the party — ^ is it not an established fact, 
that at the general election twelve mouths ago 
I was extinguished?^ She said to me with^con-. 
siderable readiness, ^ Yes, but you are popping up 
a^ain.'” * 

On the 28th of June (1892) the Salisbury Parliament 
was dissolved, and as a result of the general election that 
followed, Mr. Gladstone popped up again." In view 
cof the magnitude of the task that lay before him, the 
elevation reached ^as, however, not encouragingly , 
high. The Conservatives retufned 269 members/^thd . 
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Dissonting Liberals 4diy a combiuation of 315 against 
a total of Ministerialists of 355, of whom 274 ranked 
as Liberals and 81 a^HoTue liulers. This majority of 
40 was not so wide as Miv Gladstone had secured in 
1 880, nor so deep as that which had kept Lord Salisbuiy 
in power for six yeifTs. But it would serve, or wo^Id 
serve supposing there were anything like cohesion 
in its component parts. A glance round the new 
House of Commons when it first gathered sufficed to 
dispel pleasing illusion. During the general election, 
what were safe Liberal se?its v^re in seveml instances 
wantonly given juvay by division in the Liberal ranks. 
Those divisions were marked in Jlie House by the re- 
turn of a little group, of whom JMr.^Keir Hardie was 
the most prominent figure, calling themselves the Inde- 
pen dent Labour Party.. Even worse AWis the chasm riven 
in the ranks of the Irish Nationalist members. Under 
the lefidership of Mr. J. Redmond, there was a section 
who devoted themselves to carrying out what they be- 
lieved to be the policy of Mr. Parnell. They were only 
nine all told, but with a majority of two score, a com- 
pact body of nine, masters of themselves though 
Got^fernments fall, is a matter of serious consideration. 
In addition to their ever-threatened, sometimes .ac- 
complished, defection, Wiis the damage accruing to the 
Home Rule cause from the eviden^'e of lack of unity 
amongst those who professed to be its exj)on^nis and 
advocates. • 

The majority was at no distent time to fall jbway; 
t)Ut in the first pitched battA it mustered to a 
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tJian. The new Parliament mot^ on August 5th to find 
Conservative Ministers still on the Treasury Bench. 
Issue was forthwith joined, the motibn for the Address 
t)eing in(‘t by a vote of no confidence, naoved by Mr. 
^^squitli, and seconded by Mr. Burt, an arrangement 
wltich accurately forecasted the inclusion of these two 
racmbei’s in the now Hovernmeut. Alter three days* 
debate the Uoii^e divided, the vote of no confidence 
being carried by 350 against 310. The formal business 
of the Session being hastily^ wound up. Parliament was 
prorogued, to meet agd,in on the 1st day of February 
for the despatch of business. 

No 'time was lost ?n bringing in the Home Rule Bill, 
which stood first in the programme announced from 
the Trcasiiiy Beut*h when the new Session opened 
under Mr. Gladstone's Prernitrship, On Monday, 
the 14th of February, 1893, Mr. Gladstone rose in a 
densely crowded House to ask leave to introduce what 
through the long fight ho always punctiliously styled 
Bill for the belter government of Ireland.” For 
him, if he had been inclined to take a personal view 
of the situation, the moment was one of supreme 
triumph. Out of the lowest, in some eyes the hopeless, 
depths of Opposition he had toiled upwards, till now ho 
rose from the seat of the Prinle Minister, a Home Rule 
^illonce more in hishaiids. The accessories of the scene 
'ifcere worthy of the occasion. Once more the intro- 
duction of tthairs on the floor of the House was saao 
tioned in order to supplement the ordinaiy accommo- 
dation. Iti did not come to mucih as far as heads were 
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coantod. Bat some two score members, wedged in on 
the floor of the Hojjseyigave the last touch of animation 
to the crowded scene. From the Pceis^ Gallery the 
Prince of Wales looked down and listened. On his 
left hand sat the Iteike ot York^ The Peers lougj^t 
for their places like pittites at the door of a theatre 
on an attractive first night.^^ Lord Rosebery and 
Earl Spencer strategically avoided the crush by se- 
curing seats in the Diplomatic Gallery, otherwise 
"crowded by Foreign Minftteis.and Attaches. When 
Mr. Gladstone stood at the table, Libeial and Irish 
membeis with one accord leape^ to their teefc the 
ranks below the gangway shutting oift from view the 
double row of Dissentient Liberals, who stubbornly 
kept their seats. The first sentenctis spoken by the 
Premier showed he was m lull possession of his still 
splendid voice. According to habitude he had brought 
with him the famous pomatum-pot, which he placed on 
the table by the side ot his notes. But only twice m 
a speech that exceeded two hours m the delivery did 
he have recourse to its refreshment. 

It was characteristic of his mental subtlety that he 
showed himself at the outset anxious to make it clesjir 
that the Bill of 1886, which had resulted in his defeat 
and long consignment to opposition, was not aban- 
doned by its author. Five principles underlay tha^ 
measure. To those principles the new Bilf would be 
foaad closely to adhere, though, ho added parenthetic* 
ally; "there are certaiq, important* changes in detail.'' 

* What these were, aad*M indnding the retention of the 
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Irish members they were certainly not unimportant, 
was^-mado clear in the luminous exposition to which 
the House listened with rapt attention. Subject to 
the reservation of certain matters for the consideration 
^f the Imperial I’arliament, tli^ Bill as brought in 
cAistituted an Irish* Legislature authorised to make 
laws for Ireland ill matters exclusively relating to 
Ireland. The matters reserved for the Imperial Par- 
liament related to the Crown, the Viceroyalty, the 
declaration of war and the, making of peace, national 
defence, foreign treaties, dignities, titles, coining, and 
cveiything belonging to external trade. With a view 
to relieving Viporoyalty of party character, the Bill 
pi’ovided that the office*should bo held for six years, 
not as hitherto dependent upon the coming and going 
of Miriisters. «An Executive Oohmiittee of the Privy 
Council in Ireland would serve the Viceroy as a 
Cabinet, advising him whether to give or withhold^ , 
his assent to Bills j)assed by the Irish Parliament, 
the veto of the Sovereign remaining in full force. 
The Irish Parliament would consist of two Chambers, 
a Legislative Council and a Legislative Body. The 
former, elected,, by constituencies composed of persons 
of twenty pound rating, would coiisist of forty-eight 
members, who would sit for* eight yeafs. The Legis- 
lative c3ody, consisting of 103 members, would be 
'elected by the existing Parliamentary constituencies 
* for a periSd of five y{uirs. The constabulary would bo 
gradually replaced^ by a body appointed under the 
directioif of the new Legislalhre, remaining during* 
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the period of transitfon under the direction of the 

Viceroy. ^ 

Irish members ^ere to be retained at Westminster 
in the reduced number of SO, that being their precise 
proportional representation, and in only practicEil exei^ 
else of the rights of voting. Tlfty were, for cxam]ile, 
precluded from taking part in divisions on any Bill 
or motion ^^exclusively alTecting Great Britain or 
things or persons therein.^’ Nor were they to vote any 
money otherwise than foj Imperial purposes. As to 
financial arrangements, the I?ill proposed that the 

Customs Duties should be a|)propriated as IrelaiuBs 
contribution to Imperial finance, leaving to the Dublin 
Parliament revenues arising O'oni the excise, local taxes, 
Post Office and Crown Lands. Witfi the exception of 
the constabulary, to* tlie cost of wfiigh the Imperial 
Exchequer would contribute one third, Ireland would 
be required to meet the whole of i he charges under 
its new legislation. 

Fold! Jig lip and laying asidcj tiie notes on which Iiis 
explanation of the details of the Bill were based, Mr. 
Gladstone, in a noble poroi-ation, the music of which 
was long sustained, pointed to the futiire. ]f this 
controversy were4o end, the soojier they stamped ftud 
sealed the deed that was to efface sill former animosities 
the better. For his part, lie never would, and never 
could, be a party to heipieathiug to his country •a 
continuance of the heritage of? discord, handed dow^ 
through seven centuries from gei^pration to genel'ation 
with hardly a moiaentary interruption. •‘^Sir,^^ he 
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said, in a voice struggling with pTOotion, "it wonld be 
a misery to mo if I had omitted in these closing 
yeai'S' any measures possible fou me to take towards 
upholding and promoting what I believe to be the 
cause, not of one party nor of another, not of one 
nation nor another, but of all panties and all nations 
iritjabitiug these islands/^ Let mo entreat yon,” he 
added in last words, spoken in clear though low voice, 
if it were with my latest breath I wonld entreat you 
— to let the dead bury its dead. Cast behind you 
every recollection of Ijygoue evils, cherish, love, and 
sustain one another through all the vicissitudes of 
hninap affairs in the^ times that are to come.’^ 

'rhe first reading was not challenged to the point of 
a division. After four ilights’ d^d)ato Mr. Gladstone, 
Mtting np till ope o’clock in the morning for the 
stndioiisly deljtyed opnortimity, brought in the Bill 
amid a frevih demonstration ot enthusiasm on the 
Ministerial benclie*:. IVelve nights were occupied in 
occasionally animated debate on the second reading, 
which was carried by ot? v^ites against 80 1 , figures 
that show how, perhaps inspired rather by the energy 
of a great statesman and orator than by uncontrollable 
enthusiasm for ^he measure, the Ministerial majority 
stood togotlier. Forty-eight sittings wore appropri- 
ated to Cornmittee of the Bill. For the most part they 
wore vecy dull, flashing up on the last night in a scene 
of happily niiparalleled disorder, a free §ght taking 
' placp on tfie floor of the House, After fourteen nights 
on the report sta^e, which ^offered opportunity ' p{ 
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saying over again with tho Speakor in the Chair 
what had been repeated ad nauseam m Committee, 
the closure was inrol^d and the Bill ordered for third 
reading. Three more nights sufficed for this final 
stage. The Bill w as sent up to the Lords, who uft^’ 
four nights’ debate Threw it out^n Septembci 8th Jjy 
419 votes agniust 11. 
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CHAPTEK XXV. 

THE HOW U N H-E N T . 

The Session had now entered upon its eighth month. 
Day and niglit throug^li its restless, sometimes tur- 
bulent, progress Mr. Gladstone had been at his post 
bearing in person tfie brunt of the battle that raged 
round the Home ltnU3 Bill. When, on tho 21 st of 
September, tho iloiiso adjourned, it seemed an oc- 
casion peculiarly fitted for prolonged recess. But in 
spite of exceptional hard labour, the Session had 
been almost baiTen. Besolved that the year should 
have some legislative record, the Premier arranged 
for an autumn sitting. The House accordingly met 
again on the 2nd of November, and with brief inter- 
mission for Christmas Day, sat up to the 5th of 
March, 1894. 'fhe time was chiefly occupied with 
consideration of the English Local* Government Bill 
and the Employers' Liability Bill. The former the 
Lords Bgriously hampered with amendments. The 
Ijttter they so completely crushed that the Govern- 
Kient declined the rc|/=ipousibility of adopting the 
cripple, and it was daid aside^ From first to last 
this, Mr, Gladstone's last active* Parliamentary Ses- 
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sion, included 22(> sittings, ninety more than the 
average of the previous fifteen years. The wojk of 
a hundred dayft, Itestowcd upon the Home Rule Bill, 
the Employers^ Liability and the Scotch Sea Fisheries 
Bills, was nullified^by the action of the House ^ 
Lords. • • 

Mr. Oladstone snatched a brierf; holiday at Biarritz. 
Whilst he was yet away the persistent stream o£ ru- 
mour asserting his intended resignation crystallised 
in a definite statement published in an evening news- 
paper. The positiveness of*the assurance created 
profound sensation, not absolutely sot at rest by the 
guarded teriris in which Mr. (iladstone, personally 
appealed to, seemed to cont;’adi(?t tln^ statement. He 
came back to find ilio House of Cojnmons engnged in 
conflict with the Htiuse of Lords on^ the Employers^ 
Liability Bill. They had introduced an amendmeut 
making it iiossible for raihvay servants to contract 
themselves out of the operation of the Act. Mr. 
Gladstone, declining to accejit the Bill thus mntilaied, 
moved its discharge. Another tussles arose over the 
Parish Councils Bill. It was in explaining the reasons 
why the Goveriiinent, shrinking from completing the 
wreck of the S(?ssion, would carry forward the •Bill 
with the Lords^ amendments, that he, on the 1st of 
March, made his last speech at the table of the 
House of Commons in the capacity of Prime Minis- 
ter. • • • 

Whilst the House was crowds to its fullesf capa- 
city, it did not suft’bly know what was Jiappening. 
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The air was full^of rumours, but the imniodtate effeol 
of tho speech was to discredit the supposition that 
reaijfuation was imminent. Thut it had been decided 
upon and must take place at an early date was ac- 
cepted as inevitable. There was, indeed, one passage 
fbrming the closing words of this memorable speech 
thUt, read by the ligibt of subsoquent events, plainly 
indicated Mr. GladstonoN position — that of a knight 
who had laid down his well-worn sword, hung up his 
dinted armour, content thereafter to look on the lists 

whore others strove. The House of Lords, in accen- 

* 

tuation of an attitude long assumed, had, he said, 
within the last twelve months shown itself ready, not 
to modify, but tp annihilate the work of the House of 
(^ommoiis. In our judgment,^' Mr Gladstone said 
slowly and eniphfttically, this state of things cannot 
continue.^' Atfei’r a pau«o, necessitates! by the vociier^ 
ous cheering of the Jnbcrals, he added, ^^For mo, my 
duty terminates with calling the attention ot tho 
TToiise to tho fact, wljich it is rcallj impossible to set 
aside, that in considering those amendments, limited 
as their scope may seem io some to be, wo are con- 
sidering a jiart — an esscuitial and msopaiable part — of 
a question enoripously I.irge, a cpiestion that has be- 
come protoimclly acule, a question that will demand a 
bettlomeiit, and must at an early dato receive that 
settlemqpt from tho highest antlionty.’^ 

• This limitation of a<‘tive personal sliarejn tho cru- 
^de^againlst the Lorjds certainly sounded like 
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jjoancemoTit c the end. But looking on the upriglit 
figure standing by the bra<is-bonnd bo's, watching the 
mobile conn tenan^ce,, the free gestmes, notings the 
ardour with which the flag was waved loading to a 
new battle-field, n was impo«!‘Hible to as'-otiate thought 
of resignation with^he Pieimei’s mood # 

The situation of the hour Wci«f one of diffculty lot 
unfamiliar to the Leader of thfe Liberal party, and 
was approached and ovoi-m'isteiod with a skill pecu- 
liar to Mr Gladstone Faced by seined ranks of 
opponents, he was h implied on tlit‘ flank by malcon- 
tents within Ins own camp * As usuafl at political 
ciises, iheie w«is a body ot statesmen below the gang- 
way who ki^ew much better ho^ to set the bftttle in 
ariay th in did the veteiau commander. They thu’sted 
lor the blood of the liereditiry# Icgislxtor They 
would be satisfied with nothing less .than Loid Salis- 
bu y's head biought in on a chai gt r by the Sergeant- 
at-Aims When on the tlne'^hold ol Ins sjioocli, Mr. 

Gladstone plnnlv dcclaud thit the conflict between 
* * • 

the two Houses had continued long enough they vo- 
ciicrously cheered When ho pi oc ended to explain 
the plan ot campaign, involving a teinjioiary suspen- 
sion of hostilities, they lelapsed into snllon silence. 
When the spoeth was cm i they, thiity-s( veu strong, 
went out into the lobby to vote against their chief 
who, m the last division he took pait in as Loader 
of the House of Commons, found hiinseft walli^ng 
should^ to shoulder with th^ mon who-had defeated 
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his cliorisluHl Homo Rule scheme^ and who now fell 
in line to support him against the revolt of a section 
of his followers. * 

This episode was the only thing that marred a his- 
toric scone. Tlie audience was worthy of tho occasion. 
Cl(^sely packed from tho benches on the floor to the 
topmost range of tho fStrangers’ Gallery, it sat watch- 
ful £^d intently listening. Of tho members who have 
taken prominent part in recent stirring Parliamentary 
history only Mr. Chamberlain was absent. Ilad he 
been there ho. might have spent an interval of proud, 
if pained, reflection on the unfuHilled. Had he not, 
for coiK^eicuce sake, Koparated himself from the bulk 
of the Lihui'jil ])Urty in tho catacl 5 ^sm of 1886, there 
would have been no (ncasion for the controversy that 
presently raged agf to who should.be Mr, Gladstone’s 
successor. Mr, Arthur Halfonr, a young elegant hardly 
known to the House, and not at all to the country when 
Mr. Gladsloiie. began his Ministry of 1880, now sat 
opposite to him. Leader of the Opposition, with an 
established repiitaiioii, whoso daily growth had been 
watched by none witli keener pleasure or more generous 
sat i.sfaction tluin by tli(‘ V(»teran against whose shield he 
had^^iltiul. On Air. Jlalfoiir’s right hand sat Lord Ran- 
dolph Churchill, who within the same space of fourteen 
years liad found time laboriously to build and abruptly 
tojvreck ft. imiipie position. In the gallery over the 
clock sat the^ statesman, wlio nearly twentyVears .ago 
succeeded Mr. Gladstone when ^^at the age of sixty- 
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five and after forty-tf^o years of laborious public life/^ 
he first thought hiiriself entitled to retire. At a.i*ui's 
length of the Diifte of Devonshirp^ with head resting 
on his hands, sat Lord Kosebory, looking on at a scene 
the secret of whos^full import he shared with the f^w 
who knew how' peculiarly close was his personal^ in- 
terest in itt Between them, liolt upright, sat Jjord 
Spencer, to whom the turn affairs had taken *must 
have been strangest of all. Ilad the event which now 
culiniinited happened ten years ago there is no doubt 
it would hav(^ been upon Bord S])oncer, not Jjord 
Kosebery, that all eyes would liave been fixed as the 
siK^cessor of Mr. Gladstone. His high character, his 
long services to the Liberal ])arty, crowned by his 
])ersonal devotion, priceless in Iro^find in the troublous 

times between 1882-5, rnark(*d hiifi out for the office. 

* 

But events move rapidly in ])olitics, and some men in- 
sensibly move aside. It came to pass, on the day 
when Mr. Gladstone finally (piitted the scene. Lord 
Spencer^ s name was not even mentioned in the run- 
ning for the succession. 

It is a noteworthy coincidence, one of the few 
points of similarity in the careers of Mr. Gladstone 
and Mr. Disraeli, that having made their last speech 
in Ministerial capacity they walked away without 
taking formal farewell, leaving the House unconscious 
that it had been assisting at a historical scene. ^ It 
did not "know on an August night, ^passed a^^ay 
seventeen years earlier, whe^^Mr. Disraeli sPtood by 
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the table and joined in debate, that it would be the 
last ^ime he might ever speak frpm the familiar place. 
He knew it of course, and it was possibly not by ac- 
‘-•ident that the final Avoi*d spoken by him in the ear of 
%e House of Commons was ^^Etppire/^ The speech 
atipacted little attention from a by no means crowded 
House. The Session was old, members were weary, 
and /lebates on foreign affairs had come to be some- 
thing of a boro. The Jh*emier spoke after dinner, and, 
resuming his seat, sat for a while silent with folded 
arms and heo 1 bent do'wn. When the question in 
discussion of which he had joiiiod was disposed of 
midnight struck, and the business of the sitting wa^ 
appro;K*hiii<'’ completion. He rose and shook himself 
together with the action which in those hist years ho 
found a necessary jireparation for s'lately march under 
observant eyes. Had he followed his ordinary habit 
and walked out behind tlu? Speaker's chair, one would 
not have noticed, even been aware of, his departure. 
On this particular night he walked the full hmgth of the 
floor, turning as be passed the Mace to make obeisance 
to the Speaker. lie halted again on reaching the 
Bar, and stood tliore for a moment silently regarding 
the House less than half filled, and wholly unconscious 
of this silent farewell. Tlienche ci’ossed the Bar, 
never more to retuim to the scone of his one historic 
failure and his many brilliant successes. 

ittr. Gladstone, on finally quitting the Treasury 
B^iich,(did not even so 'far depart from Lis ordinaiy 
custom. He sat listening to Mh Jialf oar’s vigokoua 
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speech^ in which the ^Opposition LcaSer q»nnounjje(l 
amid a frebli hurst o^ cheering from the delighted 
Liberals that behind the dignified language of the 
speech theic lurked nothing less than a declaiation of 
war againsl the anci^j^i Constitution of the&e realms.^^ 
After the division In^ sat lor a while with his Miuit- 
tenal bov on his knee, (hatting "brightly to Ins col- 
lo.uHie-*^ some of whom mito sharers in liis secfct. 
'rheu he ro>e and w.ilkeil out with sjningy steps, by 
Ins usual ii.iihway liehind ijie hptakei’s chair. 

To men 1 iiuiIlii tor twenty Jeais or more with the 
House of Commons it seein(‘d impossible that it eould 
b(» itself when this nij|(»stie iigifre was withdrawn. 
For tliobo of buntimental ino^sl the jiity oi it is that 
picsently, almost lumu diately, things began to go 
forward much as thi’^y did when Mr. (Jladstone sat in 
the •«< at of Leader. No man, not oven Air. (il.ulstone, 
is indispensable. When Air. Disraeli vanished fiom 
the scene it was felt that an iru*ti levable blow had 
been dealt at its attractiveness a;id pmsoiial interest. 
But the Bjic'aker took the chair as heretofore. The 
Clerk proceeded to read the Ordeis of the Day. The 
Fourih l^arty leaped into existent e J;0 make things 
lively, and members stiaying over to the llouse of 
Ijords on occasional field nights marvelled to discover 
how dull Lord Beacoiibfield had begome, ^ 

Happily, though the (bgiiilied presence be witli* 
drawn, and may never more be "seen on tlife Treasuiy^ 
Bench the figure which was tfie^ cynosure of eveiy 
eye, there will over tfshiaiu with the Hous<^ of Coxn^ 
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mons the precious possessioi? of memory. Men, in 
this respect undivided by political opinion, momen- 
tarily free from party asperity, \>dll be thankful that 
though they never saw Pitt in the flesh, never heard 
Canning’s voice, they have sat through successive 
Parliaments with J^^r. Gladston6. 
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Moke than half a century ago there was piiblishcuT a 
little book, entitled^ the '‘Jiritish Senate in 18-lS/’ 

It is full of those persona.1 descriptions of einiuejjt 
men in their public capacity which, wrilteii in our 
own time, wo very properly reprobate, but for which 
historians and biographers, waiting* Tuajuy years after, 
are exceedingly grateful. The anonymous writer 
lias preserved for posterity a pictim) of the young 
man eloquent which is* rare and interesting. 

‘^Mr. Gladstone’s appearanco and manners,'' he 
says, ‘^are much in his favour. He is a fine-looking 
man. He is about the usual height, and of good 
figure. His countenance is mild and pleasant, and 
has a highly intellectual expression. His eyes are 
clear and quick; his eyebrows are dark and rather 
prominent. There is not a dandy in the House but ’* 
envies what Truefit*t would call ''his ‘ fine head of jet- * 
black hair.' It is always* carefully parted from the 
crown downward to his brow, where it is ta^efully 
shaded; his features are STuall and regular, and his^ 
complexion must be a very unworthy witnhss if^ he * 
does not possess an abundant stook of health. Mr. 
Gladstone's gesture is v&riod but not violent.* When 

p 
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he rises he geni^rally puts both«his hands behind his 
bac'K^ and having there suffered them to embrace 
each other for a short time, he unclasps them, and 
allows them to drop on either side^ They are not 
permitted to remain long in the locality before yoo 
them again closed together, and hanging down 
before him. Their reunion is not suffered to last for 
any length of time. Again a separation takes place, 
and now the right hand is seen moving up and down 
before him. Having thus exorcised it a little, he 
thrusts it into the pocket ot his coat, and then orders 
the left hand to follow its example. Having granted 
them a momentary repose there, they are again put 
into motion, and in a few seconds they are seen repos- 
ing vis-a-vis on his breast. He moves his face and 
body from one direction to another, not forgetting to 
bestow a liberal share of attention on his own party. 
He is always listened to with much attention by the 
House, and appears to be highly respected by men of 
all parties. He is a man of good business habits ; of 
this he furnished abundant proof when Under-Secre* 
tary for the Colonies, during the short-lived Adminis- 
tration of Sir Robert Peel.” 

It is curious to note that some nf those mannerisms 
[ of nearly sixty years ago aro preserved by the great 
statesman the House of Commons knew in the last 
(lecade ^of the nineteenth century. It was particularly 
notable that up to the last, when Mr. Gls^stoue rose 
and began what was intended to be a great 
had a tendency to clasp his behind his badk. . 
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This attitude^ like the subdued mo^ of which it 
ie aa indication, prevailed only during the opening 
sentences. Age fined ftbther than dulled his oratorical 
energy. When in Opposition during the Parliament 
of 1874-80 he increased in rapidity of gesture almost 
to the point of fury* The ^jet-black hair had faded 
and fallen, leaving only a few thin wisps of gray care- 
fully disposed over tho grandly-formed head, \jith 
which, as he once told a Scotch deputation, London 
hatters have had such trouble. The rounded cheeks 
were sunken, their bloom giMing placQ to pallor. 
The full brow was wrinkled. Tho dark eyes, bright 
and flashing still, wore undersot,i with innumwable 
wrinkles. The ^^good figure” was somewhat rounded 
at the shoulders ; and the sprightly step was growing 
deliberate. But tliQ inlellectual fii'e of early man- 
hood was quickened rather than quenched, and the 
promise of health had boon abundantly fulfilled iu a 
maintenance of physical strength and activity that 
came to be phenomenal. Up fo his eightieth year 
Mr, Gladstone would outsit tho youngest member of 
the House if the issue at stake claimed his vote in the 
pending division. He could speak for three hours,at 
a stretch, putting \n in that time as m&ch mental and 
physical energy as, judiciously distributed, would have 
sufficed for the whole debate. 

By comparison he was far more emphatic in^estur^ 
when addressing the House of .Commons ^han when 
standing before a public meetings This, doubtless} was 
^^ti^l|dieable by the fact ^lydt, while in the one cs^e he was 

p 2 
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free from contmdiction, in tlie 6ther he was, more par- 
ticu^rly during periods of Tor^ ascendency, outrage- 
ously subject to it. Tremblir^g tHrough every nerve 
with intensity of conviction and the wrath of battle, he 
^Imost literally smote his opponent hip and thigh. Tak- 
ii^ the brass-bound upon the table as representa- 
tive of “the right Jionoiu’able gentleman or ^^the 
noble lord^^ opposite, he beat it vi olently with his right 
hand, creating a resounding noise ihat sometimes made 
it difficult to catch the words lie d )sircd to emphasise. 
Or, standing with hoel\5 closely ] crossed together, and 
feet spread out fan -wise, so that he might turn as on 
a pivot to watch tba effect of his speech on either side 
of fho House, hb would fissuine t hat tho palm of his 
loft hand was Ip’s adversary of the moment, and 
straightway violently beat nprui it witli his right 
hand. At this stage was noted the most marked 
retention of early House of Commons habit, in the 
way ill which tho orator coiitiniially turned round to 
address his own followers, to the outraging of a funda- 
mental point of etiquette which rccju ires that all speech 
shall be directed to the Chair. 

U'liere is a passage in Mr. Lecky^s "History of 
England in the Eigl.*ieonth Century” which reads 
like a page taken out of a* study of Mr. Gladstone, 
to be written by the historian who shall write the 

^ History of England in the Nineteenth Century.” 

♦ 

c “ Pitfc had^Mr. Lccky writes) every requisite of a great <lebater : 
perfedb self-possession ; ^ntinbrokcn flow of sonorous and dignified 
language ; "l oat (xuickness and cogenc^ of reasoning, and especially 
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of reply ; an admirable lucid and niel/lA^ical statement; an 

extraordinary skill in arranging the course and symmetry ^ an 
unpremeditated speech ; a inerdory singularly strong an|J sin- 
gularly accurate. No#on# knew better bow to turn and retort 
arguments, to seize in a moment on awcaH i»oint or an unguarded 
phrase, to evade issues which it was not convenient to press too 
closely, to cfuiccal if necessary his sentiments and his inteiitiojjs 
under a cloud of vague, brilliant, and iinposing verbiage.” 

With one oxcepHou this is a miiintu, accurate, jmd 
striking description of Mr. Gladstone in the House of 
Commons. The exception will he found in the first 
requisite cited in the sinnrning np of the character of 
a great dehater. Once dn hJ^j feet in the House of 
Commons, Mr. Gladstone's self-possession left little to 
be desired. T3iit when, in timej of great pr^^sSnre, 
badgered by iiiconsidorablo persons%on tlie opposite 
benches, the great orator, tlie siai-esnian who towtjrod 
bead and shoulders above any who stit around him or 
before him, sometimes fell into a eohditioii of mind 
and body that excited the mt>cking laughter of his 
opponents, the sorrow and regret of his friends. 

This wea-kness, the more notable by reason of its 
contrast with the imperturbability of Mr. Disraeli, 
made the parliamentary fortune of many men of 
varying ability. When Sir William Harcourt and 
Sir Henry James sat together bel^w the gangway 
in the Parliament of lgG8, they, as we have seen, 
shrewdly recognised the pathway to promotion. In 
the same way, though not in similar degtee, Mr. 
Ashmead Bartlett and Mr. Warton profijted by Mr. 
Gladstone’s inability to* controj himself when, seated 
on either of the front benches, hS followed the course 
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of acrimonious debate. Mr. Stanley Leighton, wlw) 
at 0|\e time seemed in the runnings lost his prize only 
because he had not staying power. Mr. Warton, a 
vulgar, boorish partisan, early discovered that he 
fould ^^draw^’ Mr. Gladstone at^ pleasure, disturbing 
hj p at his work juslf as the braying of an ass which 
had strayed in the courtyard of the quiet house in the 
sulvirbs of Athens might have fatally broken in on the 
meditation of Plato. To call Oh ! oh! ** and Ah ! 
ah!” when tho veteran statesman, borne down through 
the day with imperial hares, was occupying an hour of 
the evening in strenuous debate, did not require much 
mental activity or Ff^em to demand prodigious recom- 
pense. Yet it ^led Mr. Warton into a comfortable 
salaried office at the Antipodes. Mr, Ashmead Bart- 
lett did bettor still, a minor place in tho Ministry, 
crowned by a knighthood, rewarding his patriotic 
endeavours. Working in tho same way, though on a 
higher level. Lord Randolph Churchill, Sir Henry 
Wolff, and Sir John Gorst first brought themselves 
into notice.. 

Except at its very best, Mr. Gladstone's parlia- 
mentary m«*innLT lacked repose. He was always 
brimming over with energy which- had much better 
have been reserved for worthier objects than those that 
some times succeeded in evoking its lavish expenditu^^e. 
i once ^ollowed Mr. Gladstone through the hours of 
^n eventful sitting and jotted down notes of Ida 
matLiiold gyrations. ^ Tt should be premised that the 
iriiilrtowards the conclusion* of his second 
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tration, when once mare, as in 1873j1^ngs were going 
wrong. The foe opposite was increasing in tb^ per- 
sistence of its attadk. and nominal friends on the 
benches near him were growing weary in their allegi- 
ance and lukewarm in their attachment. The Prem^r 
came in from behind the Speaker’s chair with hurried 
pace. He had been detained in JDowning Street up to 
the last moment by important de«ipatches on a critical 
matter then engrossing public attention. As usual 
when contemplating making a groat speech, ho had a 
flower in his buttonhole, and ^as diessed with unusual 
oaro. Striding swiftly past his colleagues on the 
Treasury Bench, he dropped iut(* the seat kept vacant 
for him, and hastily taking up a copy of the Orders, 
ascertained what particular question m the long list 
had been 1 cached. Then turning wttli a sudden bound 
of his whole body* to the right, ho entered into ani- 
mated conversation with a colleague, his pale lace 
working with excitement, his eyes glistening, and his 
right hand veheirieiitly beating* the open palm of his 
left as if he were literally pulveiising an adversary. 
Tossing himself back with equally rapid gesture, he 
lay passive for the space of eighty seconds. Then, 
with another swift movement of th!» body, he turned 
to the colleague on tliQ left, dashed his hand into his 
side pocket as if he had suddenly become conscious of 
a live coal secreted there, pulled out a letter, ojiened 
it with violent flick of extended forefingeis^ and 
earnestly discoursed tlicroon. ^ 

Rising presently tq* answer a •question to 



MU, GJ.Al)S2VUE. 


232 

r 

him as First Lori of the Treasar^, be instantly changed 
his jvhole bearing. Ills full rich voice was attuned to 
convfjrsational tone. The intcnco Cj^-gcr restlessness of 
manner had disapjleared. He spoke with exceeding 
deliberation^ and with no other gesture than a slight 
(JVitward waving of the right hitUd, and a courteous 
bending of the body in recognition of his interlocutor. 
The niere change of* position, tlie contact of his feet 
witH the solid earth, seemed, as was usually the case, to 
have steadied him and re-endowed him with full self- 
possession. Often in an gry« debates one has seen him 
bounding about on the Front Bench apparently in un- 
controllable rage, loudly ejaculating contradiction, 
violently shaking his head, arid tendering other evi- 
dence of lost lemper, haiied with hilarious laughter 
and cheers from jj^ntlemen opposite. Finally spring- 
ing to his feet *with a fierce ])oui:id, he has stood at 
the table motionhiss and rigid, whilst the House rang 
with the tumult of cheers and the bray of hostile 
clamour. When the, Speaker authorised his inter- 
ruption it seemed as if the devil of unrest were thereby 
literally cast out. He suddenly became himself again, 
and in quiet voice set forth in admirably chosen 
language a weighty ohjection. 

On the night to which these notes refer the debate 
was resumed by Lord Randolph Churchill, who, then 
seated below the gangway, irresponsible and irrepres- 
sible, had enjoyed an hour of perfect pleasure. With 

watchfully fixed on ‘the mobile figure stretched out 
ill the seat of the Loader of the ^ouse, he pricked and 
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goaded him as the sprightly matadcji’ in the arena 
girds at the infuriate bul|^ which, if it were onl^ in- 
telligently to expend Its force, could tear the human 
mite into unrecognisable shreds. At* first the 1 Vernier 
assumed an attitude of ordinary attention, with le^s 
crossed, hands folded so that they caressed either 
elbow. He threw back his head^o as to rest it ont*lie 
back of the bench, and closed his eyes, the light jj:om 
the roof falling on a perfectly plat id countenance. 
As Lord Randolph went on with quip and crank, 
audacious accusation andf reckless niisrpprosentation 
of fact or argument, he uplifted his head, shuffled his 
feet, crossed and recrossed his l^ands, and fitted an 
angry eye on the delighted tormentor. The potion 
was beginning to work, and jeering cries from Con- 
serv^atives above the, gangway or ho'^ls from the Irish 
camp, at the gates ctf which Lord Ran^olphV standard 
was at that time planted, added to its efficacy. 

Soon Mr. Gladstone began to shako his head with 
increased violence as Lord Randolph rcipeated a state- 
ment thus contradicted. Louder grew the irritating 
cheers from the Opposition. The triumphant whisper 
went round, Randolph^ drawing him ! Excited by 
the tumult, and vainly trying to lifl his still mighty 
voice above the uproar, Mr. Gladstone, seating himself 
perilously near the edge of the seat, bending forward 
and grasping himself somewhere below the kifbe, leajt 
across towards the inore-than-eYer-delighe^ adversaiy^ 
angrily reiterating ^^No, no, noJ A pitiful and un- 
dignified demonstratjoh on the* part of ^he Prime 
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Minister^ whith was exactly^ what Lord Randolph 
Glii\rGhiU was endeavourii!ig to bring about^ his suo 
cess hailed with increasing choors^'by the pleased Op^ 
position. 

4 ^ When Lord Randulj)h had ma(lo an end of speaking 
Hr. Gladstone sprai^g up with catapultic celerity. For 
a moment he held* on to the box at arm’s length, 
dratving hiinsolf up to fullest height with a genial 
smile on In's countenance that completed the contrast 
with his kte perturbed manner. Once more he was 
himself, his ‘supremacy over the House, lost through 
the lamentable exhihitif/ns hut just witnessed, immedi- 
ately ‘^reassuined with his sell-cuinmand. Now was 
witnesssed exhibition of ^that skill which Mr. Lccky 
noted in Pift. Jjike Pitt — as far as opportunity of 
judgnumt is possessed by the p.^t'sent generation in- 
finitely beyond Pitt — no one knows better how to 
turn and retort arguments, to seize in a moment on a 
weak ])oint or an unguarded phrase/^ In half-a-dozen 
sentences of exquisitely modulated speech Mr. Glad- 
stone, with the delightful benevolence with which 
Gulliver was able to refrain from resenting the prick- 
ing of the lance of Lilliput’s doughtiest champion, 
played with Lord llandolph, and finally rolled him 
aside, turning his attention, afs he said, to more serious 
matters. 

4 This was all very well to begin with. But wanning 
jvith his work, the Premier proceeded through a series 
oi gyhinastic exercisj8*that would have left an ordinaty 
man of half his years pale and \>Beathlcss. Watching 
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ilim as he brought down his stroug^right hand with 
resounding blows u]3on the Blue Book from wly^h he 
had just quoted^ hew comers to t];ie House understoodj^ 
the fervency with which Mr. Disraeli once thanked* 
God that the tabl|^ intervened between him and 
lifelong rival. So vigorous were the thumps th|,t1i6^'" 
was with difficulty the words they were intended t6 
emphasise could be caught. The famous pornatui^'i-pot, 
which plays a prominent part on these occasions, had 
an exceedingly bad time.^ Mr. Gladstone’s eye falling 
upon it as he fiercely gyrated? he seizedfit with sudden 
gesture, brought it to his lips with swift movement, 
and devoured a portion of its contents as if, iiAtead of 
being an innocent compound of egg and wine, it were 
concentrated essence of Lord Churchill 

conveniently prepared with the view to his final dis- 
appearance from tlie scene. Sometimes with both bands 
raised rigid above his head; often with left elbow 
leaning on the table and right hand with closed fist 
shaken at the head of some inoiEendiug country gentle- 
man on the back benches opposite ; anon standing half 
a step back from the table, with the left hand hanging 
at his side and the right uplifted so that ho might 
with thumb-nail lightly touch the sliining crown of his 
head, ho trampled his way through the arguments 
of the adversary as Jin elephant in an hour of aggra- 
vation rages through a jungle. 

It is do new thing for groat orators, to have y- 
travagant gestures. Peel hod^none; Pitt Itut few, 
and these monotonous and mechanical. , But PitPji 
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father, the gr(iat Chatham, kftew how to flash his 
eagle eye, to flaunt his flacciels, and strike homo with 

• ^ C 

his crutch. Brougham once drop|f^jd on his knens in 
the House of Lords, and with outstretclied hands im- 
plored the Peers not to reject the Reform Bill. Fox 

tf . , 

was sonietimcjs moved to tears by his own eloquence. 
Burke on a famous occasion brought a dagger on tlio 
scen^. Sheridan, wlien notliing else was to be done, 
knew how to faint ; whilst Grattan used to scrape the 
ground with his knuckles as he bent his body, and 
thank God he*had no po^culiarities of gesture. But in 
respect of originality, multiplicity, and vehemence of 
gesture, Mr. Gladstojio, as in some other things, beat 
the record of Imirtan achievement. 

• f 

Travelling in Spicily in the winten’ of 1838, Mr. 
Gladstone was mficli struck with -*the rniiieil temples 
that abound in tlie island. In his journal of this date 
he writes : They retain their beauty and their dignity 
in their decay, representing the great man when 
fallen, as types of that almost highest of human 
qualities — silent, yet not sullen, endurance.” This 
is a typo of greatness of which it must be admitted 
Mr. Gladstone does not furnish a specimen. There is 
ao period in his history more fairly open to animad- 
version than that immediately, and for some time, 
following upon his fall from power in 1874. He had 
hitherto Something more than led the Liberal party. 
He had, if need wore, even dragged or driven them, 
rfe was inseparably boiwid up with their fortunes, and 
it is a nice question how far he wg-s at liberty, when 
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abyssmal distress followed upon a perf[j?d of exceptional 
prosperity, calmly to cut Ijjmself adrift. The arrange- 
ment whereby Loi'd Hartington succeeded him in the 
Leadership was not altogether hopeless, if Mr. Glad- 
stone had carried out in the letter and in the spirit 
the intention of wiAidrawing from active participation 
in politics, announced in his epistle to Earl Granvrllo. 
But his temperament was not suited for the exhibi- 
tion of silent, yet not sullen, endurance extolled in the 
monuments of ancient Sicily. Even in the first Session 
of the new Parliament he suacteeded in .introducing a 
disturbing feature in political warfare. No one know 
exactly at what hour, or in rosppet of what question 
he might not suddenly appear — fts ho did on the 
second reading of the Public Worship Bill — and upset 
all calculation and jill arrangement? This habit grew 
in intensity in thcf following Session, and Mr. Glad- 
stone came to be more terrible to his political friends 
than to the party opposite. It was all very well for 
the Liberals to meet in the Smeke-roorn of the Reform 
Glub, and elect Lord Hartington leader, vice Mr. 
Gladstone retired from politics. It would have been 
just as efficacious for the solar system to meet and elect 
the moon to rule by day, vice the srfn resigned. Mr. 
Gladstone’s erratic appearances in the political firma- 
ment were sufficient temporarily to. dispose of the 
titular Leader of the Liberals, and to set %he whole 
system once more revolving ryund himself. ’ 

In 18 70 his energies found^a wider and a worthier 
field in vindication^qf the right* of the Bulgarians to 
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be delivered f roip^pillage and miurder. He threw him*** 
self kilo the cause of this oppressed nationality with aA' 
mnchWthusiasm and energy as quarter of a century 
earlier he had undertaken to plead for the enchained 
Neapolitans. He finally threw off the thin, though 
hdhestly-assumed, ma^k of retirement, and flung him- 
self body and soul into the conflict. The sudden 
awakening of energy then shown was surpassed in the 
last months of 1 S79, when he opened the first of the 
Midlothian Campaigns. On the eve of his seventieth 
birthday, in the middle (}} a winter of unusual seventy, 
he set out on a tnumplial progress. Day by day, 
sometiiqes twice and^jihnee a day, lie addressed great 
audiences, often m the open air. Speech followed 
speech, none a repetition of the other, and all 
the world agreed that ne\cr in ^history had there 
been an equal display of physical and intellectual 
force from a man whose years were tlmeescore and 
ten. 

In this undertaking, is in all others of his life, Mr. 
Gladstone" was moved by a strong, high passion, free 
from the dross of ignoble motive. Many distrusteu 
and even abhorred the politician. All admired the 
man. To hi6 contemporaries, the contemplation of his 
life is like a study of one of Turner's pictures made by 
a man with his nose an inch off the canvas. Attention 
is arrestedvby details not always attractive. They see 
strong mannerisms, and marvel at what ^hey call 
eccentricities. To posterity Mr. Gladstone’s life will 
be as this same picture regarded at due distance, the 
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lurid colours softenocl, the angularities rounded off, 

♦ 

the masterpiece revealed ^n its incomparable excel- 
lence. * » ^ 

Besides giving him a phenomendl physical constitu- 
tion, nature was lavisli to Mr. Gladstone in other ways. 
Education, associatAn, and instinct early led him infc 
the political arena, where he immediately made liis 
mark. •But there are lialf-a-dozen other professions 
he might have embarked upon with t {nal certain /y of 
success. Had ho followed the line one of hib brothers 
took he would have bo\‘oin(‘; a prince among the 
merchants of Liverpool. Had he taken to the legal 
profession he would have filled ^the courts with his 
fame. Had he eniored the Church it ^ highest honours 
would have boon within his grasp. If the stage had 
allured him the world would have been richer by another 
great actor — an opportunity some of his critics say not 
altogether lost in the politicjil arena. To the gifts 
of a mobile countenance, a voice sonorous and flexible, 
and a fine presence, Mr. GLidstvone posbesscs dramatic 
instincts frequently brought into play in House of 
Commons debate or in his platform speeches. In 
both his tendency was rather towards comedy than 
tragedy. It was the fashion to deny him a sense of 
humour, a judgment tljat could be passed only by a 
superficial observer. In private conversation his 
marvellous memory gave forth from its apparently il- 
limitable itore an approjmate^and frequently burner* 
ous illustration of the current Jopic, If his fa^pe ha(l 
not been established^* on a loftfler line he would be 
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known as one oi the most delij^htful conversational- 
ists 

It is in this respect that his tirelessness habitually 
amazed those who came in contact with him. Ordinary 
n^en of half his age, having spent themselves in 
oratorical effort, are glad to benefit by a brief period 
of seclusion and rest. Mr. Gladstone, like all great 
workers, found recreation in change of employment. 
Asked once what was the secret of his long impreg- 
nable vitality, ho quaintly answered, There was a road 
leading out of London on which more horses died 
than on any other. Inquiry revealed the fact that it 
was porfectly level Consequently the animals in 
travelling over it' used only one set of muscles.^^ 

His contributiqps to literature, extending over a 
period of nearly sixty years, are prodigious in quantity. 
Ilis earliest efforts appeared in ttie Eton Miscellany, 
which, ill the year 1827, he mainly kept going, writ- 
ing under the pseudonym ^^Bartholomew Bouverio.” 
Since then he has written pamphlets and books, the 
mere enumeration of which fills twenty-two pages in 
the catalogue of the British Museum. "The State in 
its Relations with the Church,” published in 1838, 
remsiins the most famous. The work that had the 
largest circulation is the pamphlet on The Vatican 
Decrees.” This ran into 110 editions, and was trans- 
la^d into several foreign languages. The pamphlet 
on the "Bulgarian Horrors,” published in* 1876, ran 
" The ‘Vatican Decreet* ” close, over 80,000 copies 
being sold^ Whilst still busy "with the Bulgarian 
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atrocities, paving the way for thq great triumph 

at the polls in 1880,* he brought together whaj^ he 
called '^Gleaniugs oj Palb Years,^^ being a reprint 
in seven volumes of the articlee he had between 
1843 and 1878 contributed to various reviews and 
quarterlies. On thgi very day he for the last tim^ 
took leave of his colleagues in* Cabinet Council, j;ie 
turned to put the finishing touches to his translation 
of the Odes of Horace/^ t 

Mr. Gladstone's personality is one that could not 
fail to fascinate the pubjic. Politics apart, he was 
irresistible. The tendency, cqifally compulsory, moved 
in two directions. Ho was at'once the most passion- 
ately loved and the most fiercely*hated man iif Eng- 
land, 

Some incidents illustrating the personal feeling of 
political adversaries have been cited. ^ It is pleasing 
to note that in his closing days in tlie House of Com- 
mons ail tho asperities that at one time pricked at 
his presence were smoothed down. In the final 
Session of the Parliament of* 188(5-92, there was 
nothing more noticeable than tho attitude of respect, 
almost of deference, with which the Ministerial 
majority boro themselves towards the Leader of 
the Opposition. There was, doubtfess, change on 
both sides. Advancing «ge seemed to have mellowed 
the great Parliamentary fighter. Moreover, the Con- 
servative party were in this respect fortunate^n the^ 
Leader. Mr. Gladstone always^had a strong personal^ 
liking and admiration for Mr.» Arthur Balfour^ and 
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bore himself towards lum when lie came into the 
Leadership of th6 House with sozbething of a fatherly 
air^ pretty to see, soothing amid the turmoil of 
tion fight. T 

It is amongst the masses that the fascination of 
Gladstone's personality works its way with fullest 
witchery. In the froht rank of statesmen, a great 
orator, a ripe scholar, he is, they are glad to think, 
actually one of them. His homely domestic life was 
worth untold votes at a general election. The people 
liked to think of him with his plain prefix “ Mr.," of 
his daughters who marry curates or work in schools, 
his sons who aro '^bomething in the City," and do 
not marry duchesse':. They liked his stripping to 
the shirt to fell a tree, his going to church on Sun- 
days and to the theatre or concert on Wednesdays or 
Saturdays. It is what they do themselves, or would 
do if they had the chance. He was one of them, to 
be trusted, fought for if need be, always esteemed 
with a sort of family aflection. 

There wore many manifestations of this intensity 
of feeling in the last Midlothian Campaign. Politics 
of course had much to do with drawing together the 
multitudes that surged round the platform wherever 
Mr. Gladstone spoke, or in the streets, as Glasgow 
filled on the Saturday afternoon he drove through the 
city. More striking were the demonstrations made 
ii^ the remoter country districts through which he 
occasionally drove. There was no cottager too poor 
to decorate his house on the day "Mester Gledslaad'' 
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was to honour it by passing by. The decoration was 

often only a red cotton pocket-handlcer chief or^a bit 
of ribbon of the* Giads^no colour. But it had the 
vidue of being home-made and spontaneous. An old 
lady^ housekeeper at a lodge in Haddingtonshire^ told 
me in her musical]^-spoken Doric a little story whieh^ 
better than pages of narrative or analysis, illusty^tes 
the hold Mr. Gladstone has on the common people. 

An auld man, Geordie Paul,” she said, ^^liTisd all 
alane in a wee cot np there,” pointing to a hill close 
by. He used to sit at his door reading the paper 
spread on his knee, and mony^s the *time, when he 
thoncht naebody was lookirfg, TVe seen him greetin’, 
and the tears drapt doon on the^ ps'por, and he aften 
muttered to himsel,’ * To .think they^d use Gledstane 
sae ill and ho sic a man ! ^ The nicht afore Geordie 

t 

deed, 1 gaed in co see what I cojald dae for him. 
There he was, sitting in the corner of his bed sae 
weak he could na get on more than ane arm o’ his 
jacket, but he had the paper propped up against the 
ither (upside doon), and the last words he said to me 
were : ^ There’s ae (one) thing, Liz ; if I could only see 
that Irish question settled I ’ ” 

The poor man knew little about the Irish question, 
the intricacies of which have baffled more fully culti- 
vated persons. But hfi knew that Mester Gledstane ” 
had made the questioi? 3 own, had devoted the 
closing days of his Ut its settlement. * That ^as 
enough /or the Scottis] .otter, with hi& dimmed eyes 
turned upon his newsj^tiper, searching in its* blurred 

. 0 . 2 
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columns if perad^^enture, before, they finally closed, 
they might alight upon som^ indication of the aceom- 
plishuSent of his hero’s heart’s dei-ire. 

Mr. Gladstone’s table talk was so charming that any 
company privileged to hear it might well be content 
th&t he should monopolise the conversation. But 
white when he sat at meat he was naturally the centre 
of interest, and rarely disappointed expectation by 
indulj;ing in taciturnity, there was no sense of his 
monopolising conversation, as was the case with 
Coleridge or Macaulay. His remarks did not take 
the form of monologue. They were really conver- 
sation. He did not even lead the topics, habitually 
enlarging on some chance remark dropped by one of 
the circle. But, whatever the subject, however great 
the authority who floated it, it generally turned out 
that Mr. Gladstone knew more abput it that anyone 
in the room. Where he was most interesting was in 
his reminiscences of the men he had worked with dur- 
ing the last half-century, and of episodes in the his- 
tory he helped to make. He loved to talk about Sir 
Robert Peel, for whom to the last he preserved some 
of the veneration with which he approached him when 
he was still a young man and Peel was in his prime. 
On one night that dwells in the memory he talked much 
more genially of Disraeli than was his wont. Admir- 
ation of his ability was generally handicapped by 
distrust of his moral characteristics and dislike of his 
tactics. On this night h6 was unsparing in his praise, 
even invented a new wprSl in his honour. He was,’’ 
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he said emphatically, /^the spreatest %{ircast that ever 
spoke in Parliament’ ; aj^d forthwith he rattled off 
half-a-dozen of ^/Dfezie’s’’ phrases, some of ^hem 
famous, all of which he had heard! It is to be hoped 
he never heard one, not the least clever, which the 
late Cardinal Manning made a pote of: "You sur- 
prise me,” said Lord Ileaconsfield, when Manning Mhd 
been comparing what he regarded as the calm, broad- 
balanced Gladstone of an earlier day and the Glad- 
stone of later years. 1 thought he had always been 
an Italian in the custody t)f a ^Scotchman.” 

Mr. Gladstone’s memory was simply phenomenal. 
At a touch, at the sound of a name, everything 
came back to him — time, place, dat^e, every circum- 
stance, as if it all passed*'only yesterday, whereas, 
it may be, the incident happened foilty years ago. An 
admirable raconteu]^, he brought to the art the gifts of 
a rich, deep, musical voice, and singular mobility of 
features. He had the most wonderfully expressive 
face a man’s soul ever looked for^h from. Its varying 
light illumined every turn of every sentence he spoke. 
Sometimes it was lighted up hy merriest smiles, 
anon clouded with awful scorn or withering anger. 
In the course of conversation on the flight alluded to, 
chance reference was made to the period of the union 
between England and Ireland. Mr. Gladstone, fol- 
lowing out the train of thought,' related somp episode 
in the Parliamentary negotiations, and then, his eyfts 
flashing under frowning brows, ’and slowly Shaking hie 
head, he said in deep grave topes: ''It was a bad 
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businesfi — a bad business/^ Evidezitly this crime^ 
nearly a century old^ was as fresh in hia mind as if it 
had^oeen committed that mornings and reflection upon 
it gave him as much pain as if he now realised it for 
the first time. 

In a capacity for^ and a habit 'of^ throwing all his 
80^ and body into whatever business he undertook^ 
probably lay the secret of Mr. Gladstone’s command* 
ingt force and influence. Whatever he chanced to be 
domg or discussing at a particular moment was re* 
garded by him as a matter worthy the concentration 
of the whole of his forces. A strikiiLg instance of 
this finds record in an Account given by Mr. Baines 
of his‘ forty years iLt the Post Office. Mr. Scuda- 
more told me,” Mr. Barnes writes, ^^as instancing 
Mr. Gladstone’s power of rapidly assimilating inform- 
ation, that being one day summoned to the Treasury 
for the purpose, he spent an hour, between two and 
three o’clock, in explaining verbally to the Chancellor 
the intricate details of the scheme (for the transfer of 
the Telegraphs) as finally arranged at the Post Office^ 
At three o’clock Mr. Gladstone said that he must then 
break off the conference, as he had to think over what 
had been told lum and be at the House by four. An 
hour or two later he explained to the House of 
Commons, in Mr. Scudamoie’s hearing, the whole 
plan, principles and details included, in a luminous 
speech, irom which not a single item of information 
pssential to its complete exposition was omitted.” 

Mr! Gladstone remained to the end what he Was even 
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in Mr. Briglit^fi prime^ the finest orajior in the Hous^ 
of Commons. In sheer debating power he was |>er*> 
perhaps excelled by Mr. ^Jhamberlain, who with not 
less of his adroitness and command of language has a 
way of going straight to a point and hammering it 
down^ which Mr. OTadstone, allured by by-paths rf 
illustration and commentary^ sometimes failed to fi^d. 
But when it came to lofty and Aistained oratory Mr. 
Gladstone was unapproachable. This w^as shown in 
half-a-dozon ways. Ono, peculiar and convincing, ap- 
peared in connection with, the duty which from time to 
time calls upon a Loader of tto House to lament the 
death of an eminent member. Mr. Disraeli felt the 
difficulty of this situation so acut&ly that on a famous 
occasion he borrowed from«*i French statesman when 
he desired to pronounce a eulogy ^t the grave of an 
English captain. Mr. Bright, when b© rose to speak 
to the House of Commons of his dead friend Cobden, 
was movingly eloquent. But it was the eloquence of 
broken speech and faltering tongue. One occasion 
on which this duty was performed in the House of 
Commons by Mr. Gladstone followed upon the death of 
John Bright, and as, owing to peculiar circumstances, 
an unusually large number of members took part in 
the scene, there was fuller opportunity of estimating 
the difficulties of the situation. Mr. Gladstone at the 
outset instinctively touched the right chord, and 
throughout his speech played upon it, satisfying t^e 
exacting taste of the audience. • ^ 

It was in hours like this the Hcyise of Commofis saw 
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through the haze of party conflict how noble were the 
proportions of <;^he figure that*^dwelt amongst it for 
mor^ than fifty years. In li. fine passage in a speech 
delivered at Birmingham in June> 1885, Mr. Chamber- 
lain, little dreaming what a year might bring forth, 
described Mr. Gladstone's positio^in words that leave 
nothing more to be said : — 

*‘I sometimes think tlikt ^reat men are like ^eat mountains, 
and that we do not iippreciate their iiiaj^nitiide while we are 
still ^iclose to them. You have to go to a distance to sec 
which peak it is that towers above its fellows ; and it may be 
that we shall have to put between us and Mr. Gladstone a space 
of time before we shall kneny how hmeh greater he has been than 
any of his competitors for fame and power. 1 am certain that 
justice will be done to him in the future, and I am not less cer- 
tain thn^t there will be ^ signal condermiation of the men who, 
moved by motives of party spite, in their eagerness for oHice, 
have not hesitated Ut h#ad witluinsult anti indignity the greatest 
statesman of our time; m ho have not a]lo\\ed even his age which 
should have comuiand'i!d their reverence, or his experience which 
entitles him to then respect, or his high }>ersoTial character or 
his long services to his (.^ueen and to his’ country, to shield him 
from the vulgar aflrtmis and the lying accusations of which he 
has nightly been imwle the subject in the House of Commons, 
He, Avitli his great magnanimity, can ailbrd to forget and for- 
give these things. Those v horn he has served ho long it Tielioves 
to remeiiiber them, to resent them, and to punish tixeiii,** 



CnAl*PER XXVIT. 

THB LAST CHATTER. 

On Thursday, May 19tb, 1898, the noblest life of the 
19th Century peacefully came to a close Thet»la«t 
struggle was a hard and painful one. Even Death 
seemed to have found his master in Mr. Gladstone. 
But the issue of the contest was inevitable. Its pro- 

m 

^ress was made the more painful by the fact that 
through a long life the patient bac^ been singularly 
free from the ills that mfih is heir to. To be a 
martyr to the acute, incessant pai^l that marked his 
one serious illness was as new to him*as is the agony 
of teething to an infant. He bore the new expe- 
rience with characteristic patience and sweetness of 
temper. • 

In the Autumn of 1897 he set out for the Riviera, 
where through a succession of years he had found 
new life. Writing to a friend in December, he spoke 
bravely of being back at work at Hawarden in 
February. On the homeward journey he halted at 
JBoumemoutb, hoping there to finrl sure ease of 
pain. But it came not any more tilk the morn- 
ing when* a long life of labour closed in ever- 
lasting rest. In one of his |^t public speeahes fie 
showed his kinship Jk) Goldsmfth’s Traveller, whose 

R 
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" heart tftitraveUed fondly turned tp home.” At 
Hawardeu, he 'said, some of Ithe happiest hours of, 
his li/’e liad been spent ; ailll thpre^he hoped to spend 
its last. This wish was fulfillecf, for it was at 
Hawarden Castle he died. His' last public utterance 
'wras shorter than those which earlier made his fame. 
Iti^ eloquence and its pathos are incomparable. . The 
people of Bournemouth having crowded out to see 
him< depart for Hawarden, he turned to them and 
simply said, “God bless you all, and the land you 
love.” 

I 

The last time I was in Mr. Gladstone’s company 
was on Monday, the 24th of June, 1895. The 
circumstaiiGe& were peculiar, sharply illustrating one 
of the phases of his iliarvellous career. On the 
previous Friday ^he Government of Lord Rosebery, 
to whom he ha 1 handed the sceptre of the Liberal 
Premiership, was unexpectedly defeated on a snap 
vote on a question of cordite. The country was 
face to face with a. Ministerial crisis that must 
inevitably lead to a General Election Upon the 
result mighty issues rested. In analagous circuin- 
stances happening through sixty years Mr. Gladstone 
would have been the foremost figure of the day, 
an individuality upon who;m all men’s thoughts 
centred. On this June morning he was driving 
through ithe crowded streets, few among the busy 
throng turning their heads to regard him. Three 
5^ears , earlier, had h^ chanced to make the same 
journey, his carriagb would h^ve been followed by 
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m excited crowd, friendly or hoKstile, acdor^ii^ to 
apolitical conviction. *Now, as he joifrneyed on,jonly 
here and there atp^ssei^by recognised the faxiiliar 
face, and silently raised his hat in respectful salu- 
tation. There was*<lriving through the streets of 
the City, not the •trenuous Statesman round whqpfn 
for more than fifty years the turmoil of poli^cal 
warfare had raged. It was "merely his ghost, a 
wraith that had nothing to do with politicals con- 
tests, with polling booths, or with majorities in the 
House of Commons. • 

Mr. Gladstone had just landed from the Tantallon 
Castle, with other guests oi Sir Donald Currie, on 
that memorable cruise to the opening of the Kiel 
Canal. The voyage had been crowded with interest, 
culminating in the news fiashedt to Gothenbcrg on 
Saturday morning that the Government had been 
defeated. There were several members of the House 
of Commons on board, and the excitement was in- 
tense. What course would Ministers adopt ^ Would 
they dissolve, lesign, or cany on, ignoring a snap 
division on a side issue I 

Mr. Gladstone doubtless felt profoundly stirred 
by the turn events had taken. • When, ten days 
earlier, the Tanfallo^ (kistlv left Gravesend there 
was no portent in the political sky of what had 
happened. It was understood that LoidJSosebery’s 
Ministry -would struggle through the Session, dis- 
solving in the following February. Sudd^ly flie 
bolt sped out of the blue. Mr. Gladstone, though 
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uot be mdiifer£nt to the foriaoes of Iflbml 
Party and the fate of Mini>$ten^ \(ho had long been 
his colleagues Whatever he may have thought, he 
said nothing. His studied indifference was stretched 
a wfurther point when the big CaS5tle Liner anchored 
off Gravesend on the Monday morning A bundle 
of London papers were brought aboard and laid 
besidi Sir Donald Currie at the breakfast table. 
There was a desperate dash for them by members 
of both Houses oi Parliament, mingled with the 
guests Only Mr. Gladstone sat unmoved, looking 
rather bored w''hen Sii Donald Curiie pressed on 
him the first choice of a papci Hesitatingly he 
took out of the heap a copj ot the Daily Netvs, 
put it under his arm, and walked off slowly to 
his state-room on deck. Information about such 
immaterial things as a Ministerial crisis and possible 
General Election would keep Befoie l*e had reached 
the deck his former private secretary, Sir Algernon 
West, breaking away from tlie excited crowd in the 
saloon, rushed aftei him with news that the Gkivem- 
ment had resigned 

"It is very sexious,” said Mr Gladstone, in tliose 
deep tones which marked hii^ speech when strongly 
moved He said no more, and pursued his way to 
his cabins «> 

it would be peculiarly interesting to know what 
tho'jght. At the ^me of his resignation of 
Premiershi|) there was current ^in inner eireiea of 
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.the House of Commons a ciit^umstantial story points 
'iug to Bometliing rathe^ like hustling him oat of 
his own Cabinet/ H ran to the effect that, diftpping 
one day, as was ^his frequent* habit at the time, 
into talk of “ my^ time of life/* and the imminence 
of unbuckling his armour and .laying down his laftcO, 
his faithful and affectionate^ colleagues with a one 
accord assumed that this was a formal and deliberate 
act of resignation. They accepted it forthwith, pre- 
venting further explanation by the clamour of their 
regret. 

Probably there is not ^ word of truth in the 
Story. Certainly there was at^the time a j^eadiness 
in some influential quarters on the Liberal Benches 
to believe that things would go more smoothly for 
the party if it w^e relieved of idr. Gladstone’s per- 
sonal predominance, and, abo\ e all, from the necessity 
inevitably concurrent with his Premiership of the 
mill^tone of Home Rule remaining tied round the 
Liberal neck. However that be, the experiment of 
leading the Liberal party without the collaboration 
of Mr. Gladstone was tried. After running for little 
more than twelve montlis, it ended, in sudden, ahriost 
ludicrous, collapse. Mr. Gladstone must have been 
more than human if his contemplation of the catas- 
trophe of the hour wa43 not lightened by some 
personal reflections. • • 

When* he came on boaud the Tai^tijUlon CcMtU 
the wearied veteran was racovering from tfn afetiK^ 
of bhmebitis, whkdi at one time threatened abandc^ 
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ment of the scheme of the voyage. His marvellous 
powers of recuperation weife speedily assci*ted. One 
day, 'when we had been a \tecir out, I chanced 
to look astern fronnf the bow of the ship and saw 
two figures walking briskly alon^ the quarter-deck. 
O&e was Lord Rend^L By his side strode a man 
in ft- curious cape, whose cut suggested that .it had 
been made by a village tailor. It was not easy 
to think this was the broken-down old man who 
had wearily walked aboard at Gravesend. Yet it 
was Mr. Gladstone, striding"* along at a pace that 
evidently tried his companion, he talking the while 
with animated gestures. 

Bound for Denmark, the first thing that occurrerl 
to liim was the necessity of learning the language. 
He brought on board with him a Danish dictionary, 
and one or two 'books in that lanjjuage. He spent 
the whole of the morning in his state cabin studying 
Danish. Before he returned to the Thames he had 
made such way that he' was able to follow the course , 
of his book. 

At Copenhagen the King and Queen of Denmark 
came on board to luncheon. After luncheon, the 
Royal party went on deck. It was a brilliant 
summer afternoon, and the pi<?^r to which the Tan- 
tcdlon Castle was moored was crowded by a throng 
of Copenha^dh citizens. Only one figure was missing 
to their sight;^ and that the one they had coine forth 
to see. “Whilst the throng— King and Queen, 

princes, peers, members of the House of Gomnums/. 
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Euiglislimen, and Danes — spaced up and down the 
deck gaily chatting, Mr. Gladstone* with his ^back 
to the open doorway of the state cabin, flat as 
completely absorbed in his new «tudy as if he were 
at Hawarden. Lr^er, when the King and Queen 
had departed, the*Copenhageners were admitted on 
board. It was found necessary to rail off the deck on 
to which Mr. Gladstone's state cabin opened. But he 
was plainly visible, still going on reading, as Madame 
Defarge in a perilous moment went on knitting, ap- 
parently wholly unconscious^ of the existence of the 
crowd straining at the barrier, hungrily staring at him. 

When anno*uncement was authoritatively made 
that Mr. Gladstone had resigned, the Premiership, 
it was not realised that tliat step included his abso- 
lute withdrawal ^from Parliamentary life. As a 
matter of fact, ffter he walked Out of the House 
on the 1st of March 1894, having delivered what 
Mr. Balfour hailed as “ nothing less than a declaration 
of war against the ancient* Constitution ol these 
realms,” he was never more seen in the place where 
for sixty years he had loomed so large. Probably 
not more than a dozen of those listening to the 
speech knew it was the last he* would deliver in 
his capacity as Prime Minister. Mr. Chamberlain 
did not chance to be present. From the Peers 
Gallery the Duke of Devonshire, wh<f Was not in 
the secret, Lord Rosebery, and Earl ^Spencer, who 
w^e, looked down on th# animated scene, t'he 
speech lasted foi; •just half-ln-hour, apd, save for 
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a (flight huBkine^ta of voice, g^ve no indication of 
failing power, mental or phjraicid. 

It 4 r another of the rumoufrs of the day that 
Mr. Gladstone had not intended this speech, delivered 
on the Lords’ amendments to tiie Parish Councils 
Bifl, to be his final w;ord to the ikouse of Commons. 
He I designed, so it was said, on a later occasion 
deliberately to make his adieux. The intention, if 
ever ‘'formed, was not earned out, the House of 
Commons being the poorer by a great speech "and a 
moving scene. It was tflkenVor granted that, though 
no longer Premier, he would from time to time look 
in, sitting in the capacity of a private member. In 
such case he wo,uld ha\e taken the comer seat 
immediately behind his colleagues on the Treasury 
Bench, a place assofciuted with striking turns in many 
political careers. Here Mr. Forster sat when he 
resigned office as Irish Minister in Mr. Gladstone’s 
earlier administration. Here Lord Hartington took 
refuge when, in 1886, another turn of the irre- 
pressible Irish question split the Liberal Cabinet 
and the Liberal Party as by the fall of a thunderbolt. 
Seated there, as Priam sat at the Scsean Gate, Mr. 
Gladstone would have presented a pathetic and in^ 
teresting figure. Having cast off the robes of office, 
sheathed his sword, his helmet now a hive for bees, 
he would hai e been scarcely less powerful than in his 
prime. But it was not ip be. 

^membering what happened in 1874, after his 
famous let^r to Lor^ Granville «with its wail for 
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. re3t, Mr. Gladstone’s frientls feared that he would 
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jmar the dignity of the closing scene by fresh in- 
cursions on the p'blitical stage. At one time, (luring 
the heat of indication created by the Armenian 
atrocities, this prognostication was on the verge of 
verification. There were successiye days when the family 
circle at Hawardcm ft^ared to hear the announcement 
that the avenger of the Bulgarian atrocities could 
no longer remain <]uiescent, wliilst the unspeeikable 
’J’urk was let loose on fresh fields and pastures new 
in Armenia. Happily "the acrisis wore oflF, and the 
temptation was finally resisted. 

The House of Commons grows accustomed to any 
deprivation, proud in the comicHon that no man, 
liowever incomparable, is to it indispensable. Thow" 
intiniiately familiar with the place *know it was never 
<j[uite the same fifter Mr. Ghnlstohe walked forth, 
answering for the l«‘ist time to the old lobby cry, 
“ Who goes home^ ” When he was present, whether 
on his legs addressing the HoifisC oi in scmi-recumbent 
attitude on either Front Bench, he was the cynosure 
of aU eyes. Jlembers watched him all through a 
sitting, not knowing what a moment might bring 
forth. A chance word, above all a quotation from 
one of his speeches, iifight bring him bounding to his 
feet in quite unexpected interposition in debate. His 
memory, always marvellous, had its moSt striking 
development in recollection .of the very phrases of 
bis own speeches, however long-ago delivered.* Some- 
times a member ventured to paraphrase ga quotation 



258 


MJt GLADSTONE. 


from his speech. ^ Mr. Gladstone was on the moment 
alert^ Bending forward in his seat with gleaming eyes 
and fiervously projected forefingerj^hc cried, “ Quote, 
quote ! In other c^cs, where members had brought 
down with them selected sentence s out of a passage, 
wbe betide them if ,they attempted anything like 
gar&ling. Mr. Gladstone wrmld be down upon them 
in a moment, insisting on full quotation. 

His endurance of tli(' mediocre or the commonplace 
was marvellous to persons of less patience. He sat 
listening by the hour Jbo ^'hat others, whose time 
was less valuable, denounced a§ the dreary drip of 
jx)intless twaddle. - In this respect he was like 
Mr. Disraeli and r. Bright, <listinctly unlike Mr. 
Arthur Balfour. Mr. 13nght, not being leader of 
the House, it was* not incumbent on him that he 
should pay insighificaiit members Uie compliment of 
sitting out their speeches. Nevertheless, that was 
his habit. Sometimes he was 0Jl^. of a dozen or a 
score of membei>i present through the dinner hour. 
In similar circumstances Mr. Disraeli sat immovable, 
apparently listening, but not inclined to make re- 
joinder. Mr. Gladstone was as liable to be drawn 
by the most insignificant member of the House, 
speaking to empty benches, as if the speech maker 
were of front Parliamentary rank. 

This defect in his House of Commons manner 
ha(} an appreciable e^oct in lengthening debate. 
In the* Parliament of flSSO-SS it used to be said 
that a Mixyster in charge of a Ibill would have best 
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tjerved hin purpoaei^ if he could Jkave packed Mr* 
Gladstone off to bed on the stroke of midnight. JJur- 
ing that Parliament he not only declined to* leave 
the Treasury Ben^ till the House was up, but he 
could not be inJue*^! to take more than half-an-hour 
for his dinner. The result was^that members having 
him for ail audience, and seeing the chance of drawing 
him into debate, and so having their names associated 
witli his illustrious one in the Parliamentary re|)orts, 
went on talking when otherwise the chill indifference 
of the rest of the Housh woidd have shortened their 
speech. 4 

What Mr. Gladstone did, whether the thing were 
big or little, ho did it with al), Ins might. What- 
ever might be the subject lie took in hand, however 
comparatively trivial, he bent all ^ his energies upon 
its consideration. ♦ Coming to the dinner-table after 
arduous work in Parliament, or on the plat- 
form, he was as full of life and energy as if he 
had spent an idle <lay in betl and just got up to 
dress for dinner. I remember one Saturday night at 
Dalmeny during the last Midlothian campaign, he had 
been a long and pui*poseless drive througli a wide 
district of the constituency. It was a horrible day. 
with the east wind blowing, and the air full of dust, 
He was evidently tired when he returned, and Lord 
Eosebery, of his infinite solicitude, suggested that 
politics sliould be vigorously tabooed at pinner, ilie 
kindly wisdom of this course^ was perceived, find tRe 
bargain was, as far* as the otJier guests* were con- 
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oemed, honourably kept M.r. Gjiadstone had not been 
at the table ten minutes, had taken a glass of 
champagne with his fish, when he began to discuss 
the cuiTent position^of affairs at the polling through* 
out the country then in progress. Warming with 
hf j subject, he talkei^ away with kindling energy, 
bre^wking out into a fresh line of conversation when 
he joined the ladies in the <lra wing-room 

I was privileged to be much in his company during 
the Midlothian cam 2 >aigns, liaving accompanied him 
through all s^ive one, the course of which I regret- 
fully watched from the editorial chair of a London 
daily p‘^por T am liormitted to quote from a letter 
I wrote to a frien 1 ' i*om Edinburgh under date 23rd 
of Octobei 1800 “ I was very foi*tunately placed at 
the dinner last night, being nex+ to Mrs. Childers, 
and on the other side ol her, Mi* Gladstone We 
three ha<l a good deal of con^ ersation through the 
dinner, and when the ladies witlidiew I was Mr. 
Gladstone’s light hand neighbour He was, as usual, 
full of life and cnergj I noticed, not for the first 
time, what lemarkablc (Evidence of life flashes in his 
eyes Even Isaac Holden, marvel of healthy pre- 
servation as he has that dried-up lack-lustre look 
about the eyes that comes with extreme old age. 
Gla<lsfcoue’s eyes are almost as bright as a boy’s, cer- 
tainly briglAer than those of the average man of half 
his age. That is an excellent sign of sustained vigour* 
** He was much interested in what 1 told him abottt 
StaUbrd Nortbeote’s Life, of winch I hikva au carit)|r' 
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00p7> aad looked through it this morning. "could* 
see that, even now, he has notv/orgii^en his old pupil 
and secretary for going over to the enemy and under^ 
taking to frame their Budgets, He did not say 
anything disparagfig of him, but would not echo 
my warm praise. ^Hc got quite excited because nope 
of us could remember what position Stafford Noithyoto 
filled in the Stop-gap Qoven\ment of 1885. He 
thought it a lamentable thing that with Childers 
there, myself, and others intimate with Parliament no 
one could settle the pokit. Herbert/' lie was sure, 
“would kiKiw." But Herbert chanccil to be out of 
the room As MOon as lu^ came hi. Mr. Gladstone was 
down on him with a question. H‘^rbert said Nbrtiicote 
had taken the Colonies, ^liich \>eerned so probable 
that all agreed* that was it. Latct’ I got hold of the 
invaluable Whittajkcr, and disco vere<^ that none of us 
knew, for the best of all reasons. In that Ministry 
Northcote held no administrative oflScc, having gone to 
the Peers bearing the style Fivst Lord of the Treasury. 

“ We talked a good deal about books, especially 
‘The Bride of Lamniermoor,' which he prefers above 
all Scott’s novels. Talking about novel -writing, bo 
said, ‘Modern authors do not seem t^fCel the necessity 
of inventing a plot starting to write their 

story. Wherein they radically differ from Walter 
Scott and other elders. Nowadays a noV(pl is made 
up of character sketching and conversation.’ He Vas 
much interested on hearing that just before, les"*’ 
town 1 had been at the first idght of ‘ 
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‘at the Lyceum. He cross-examined me closely as to 
how ^certain epftodes^'and scenes in the novel, more 
especially the tragic last s(Jone,rW#re worked on the 
stage. He is profoipidly interested in the piece, and 
means to go and sec it as soon as h4^gets back to town.” 

Gladstone’s conversation was as delightful as 
Honj^e of his speeches •were magnificent. No subject 
was to<» cindite for iiiin, no topic too minute Tot 
he did not sin, as Coleridge did, monopolising the 
opportunities of the table by indulgence in monologue. 
As a rale lie let others sta'i the conversation, and 
followed the lead whithei*soever it trend«'d. The odds 

^ M 

were that, as liajipenr 1 in a particular ease I recall at 
Dalmeny, wh[itev(T ej.-eperts won* present, Mr. Gladstone 
knew most of the siilijoct. During one of the 
MiilJothiai campa gns the ([uestion 'of the Scotch 
Church was mueli to 11 le front Lord Hoseh^ry, 
desirous that Mr Gladstone might have information 
from the highest source, invited a ;^volJ-known Scotch 
divine to luncheon. The Principal, nothing loth, 
startf^d the subject. Bui it was Mr. Gladstone who 
finished it, ([uickly taking up the running and dis- 
closing intimate and all-cmbracing acquaintance with 
the intricate question. 

In a tribute to the meinpry of Henry Arthur 
Hallam, published by an American magazine in 
3898 — pe^yhjips the most extjuisite of his unequal 
literary works — Mr. Gladsbmc spoke of the memory 
jg.^:^iend8hip suipassing every other that has ever 

™ munber 
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and in the excellence of his friends. That ifis 
perience of human fnendship «vas vJ^ried is indicated 
in preceding pages. • It ft pleasing to remembea how, 
in the closing years of his life, alj political animosity 
was merged in revScnt respect, and that his ultimate 
old age was accompanied by honour, love, troops ^of 
friends mustered from all ends of the earth. Inis 
state of things was eloquently 'expressed in a tribute 
which may be more gracefully laid on his grave, Wnce 
it comes from a foreign land. Writing early in 
April, 1898, in view cf the imminent end, the Temps 
said : “ It must be wonderfully sweet and comforting 
to the old mai who is bendinf*- over a grave already 
open, to feel that not only CmOCs no avhersary of 
former days refuse him thi" tribute of his esteem and 
admiration, but that the love, the ^ ratitude-, the tender 
sympathy' of all those wliose cans: he has pleaded, 
whose interests he has served, and whose rights he 
championed, are accompanying hi^n step by step along 
this Via Dolorosa. What an example ! How, in 
presence of this spectacle of noble melancholy and 
incomparable grandeur, one feels all the littleness 
and paltriness of those politicians’ lives which 
have been wrapped up in selfishness, which have 
done nothing for right, for progress, justice, or liberty, 
for the welfare of the weak and oppressed. They 
will never know the splendour of this siyaset, or the 
beauty of a death like this— of a Statesman who Vap 
a Christian and a' Liberal, whom a* peor^ 
escorting to his tomb.” ' ; 







